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“Peace Be With You” 
John 20:19-31 

I cannot imagine the layers of exhaustion the disciples must have felt the 
days following the crucifixion of Jesus. It is exhaustion that happens after 
already being exhausted. 

They have experienced three years of a whirlwind.  It was three years of 
travel, three years of learning, three years of following.  And this is their 
ending? 

It is exhausting just thinking about it.  They have worried about their 
teacher who always seems to disappear on them, needs to eat more, rest 
more. They’ve worry about getting things right and learning. They’ve 
worried about feeding five thousand and a big storm, being mobbed every 
time you enter a city.  There has not been a moment’s rest in three years, 
and now, now after all this, the end is your teacher and friend, your 
messiah, has been murdered like a common criminal. 

Jesus has been murdered, through one of the most gruesome ways capital 
punishment has ever seen. On top of that he was arrested because one of 
the disciples, your friend, one you have trusted for three years, turned him 
in. And now, after all this you went to the tomb early on the third morning, 
and Jesus wasn’t there.  No wonder the disciples locked themselves in a 
room.  

I can imagine they sat around in silence, the silence Mark ended his gospel 
with.  I can imagine them staring at each other, wondering if they can trust 
one another, wondering if one of them would pick up where Jesus left off, 
but of course, none of them were Jesus. 

Sitting in silence where the anxiety is rising wondering what to do next. 

There was only one Jesus, and now, he is gone.  But then, wait, the day is 
not yet done.  Just when you are as exhausted as possible and you don’t 
think you could take one more thing.  Here it is, or we should say, here he 
is. 



I like to imagine Jesus just sat among them.  It is very clear Jesus did not appear like a ghost, but it is also very clear  the 
doors where the disciples were was locked.  I like to think Jesus was just there, like he had been with them the whole 
time, and it was Jesus who broke the silence.  And what did he say? Peace be with you.  Peace.  Now why do you suppose 
Jesus chose those words to greet the disciples?   

Before I wonder about an answer I would like to tell you a story, a parable not in scripture.  

There once lived a king who announced a prize to the artist who would paint the best painting  depicting peace. Many 
great painters sent the king several of their best art pieces. One of the pictures among the various master pieces was of a 
calm lake perfectly mirroring peacefully towering snow-capped mountains.  Overhead was a blue clear sky with fluffy 
clouds. The picture was perfect. Most of the people who viewed the pictures of peace from various artists thought that it 
was the best among all. 

But when the king announced the winner, everyone was shocked. The picture which won the prize had mountains too 
but it was rugged and bare. The sky looked very angry, there was lightning.  This did not look peaceful at all. It looked 
like the artist has mistakenly submitted his painting depicting storm rather than peace.   

But if anyone looked closely at the painting, he could see a tiny bush growing in the cracks in the rock. In the bush a 
mother bird had built her nest. In the midst of the rush of angry weather, the bird sat on her nest with peace. 

Peace does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise or trouble. Peace means to be in the midst of all the chaos 
and still be calm in the heart. The real peace is the state of mind, not the state of the surroundings. The mother bird at 
her calm, despite her chaotic surrounding indeed was the best representation for peace. 

In today’s society, peace and silence go hand in hand.  But silence can also cause us anxiety, confusion, and 
abandonment.   

The disciples were sitting in silence but they were not sitting in peace.  They were afraid; they were behind locked doors, 
keeping everyone out.  But they couldn’t keep Jesus out.  Jesus, broke the silence, broke the barrier of a locked door and 
broke the idea the disciples had that everything was over.  No, in fact everything was just beginning.  It was now time to 
stop the anxiety and the fear, break the silence and live in peace.   

Peace be with you, as the father has sent me, so I send you also.  It is our turn, the disciples need to go out into the world 
and continue where Jesus left off.  But it’s not simply a nap they need in order to get there, it is peace in the midst of 
bare mountains and storms, peace in the midst of chaos.  The disciples are exhausted, but Jesus is telling them it is 
peace he brings them; peace will sustain them on this long journey ahead of them, even though they are exhausted from 
their last one.  Peace, not sleep, is what they need, Peace will keep them going them. 

And peace is what will sustain us through our long journey.  You see the peace Jesus brings is not a peace and quiet.  
Peace is not the absence of noise.  Peace is the calm within.  One can be totally peaceful in a room full of noise, as long as 
there is peace within.  Or one can be completely anxious in a silent room, if there is no peace within. 

When Jesus appears to the disciples he brings them a gift and some of the best advice he can give all of us, Peace be with 
you. This is God’s peace; this is one of the gifts God gives us, peace within.  This peace is what sustains us in the world.  
This peace is what allows us to do our work and mission in the world.  That is if we have faith, if we believe this gift is 
really from Jesus, we really can experience this kind of calm. 

If we do not doubt, as one did, we can have that peace. But for now at least, we can focus on finding that peace Jesus 
gave the disciples in the upper room.  That peace that only comes from a calm in finding God and the promises God 
brings. 

So as you so through this month and you feel yourself in unrest, ask yourself, What would it take to feel peace at this 
moment, the peace that comes from within?  And change your feeling of fear and anxiety into one of peace. 

May it be so for you and for me.  Amen. 

-Pastor Shannon 

Pulpitshenanigans (continued) 

The Preschool has begun taking reservations for the upcoming 
school year. If you know anyone with children ages 2 through Pre-K 
please have them check out the school's website at 
 https://www.ashlandpreschool.org, or have them call Anne or 
Pamela at 410-527-1845 to set up a virtual tour. 

- Anne Auvil & Pamela Caras 

https://www.ashlandpreschool.org


On Easter Sunday, a Morning 

Prayer Service was held at 

Ashland. This was the first in-

person gathering in more than 

a year.  Masks were worn and 

social distancing guidelines 

followed.  



Dear Ashland friends; 

Thank you...thank you...thank you for your many expressions of 
concern and sympathy regarding Marian's passing.  Mom so 
enjoyed viewing the e-cards, and hearing your kind messages via 
cards, notes and emails during her last weeks in hospice.  After 
her death, your prayers, cards, heartfelt words and phone calls 
carried us through the sadness; knowing so many of you were 
thinking of us. 

Marian had a strong connection to Ashland for many years, from 
her first visit so many years ago. She often commented on the 
friendliness of the congregation and Pastor, and she admired the 
strong connections we had with so many ministries.  So much so, 
in fact, that she began to support Kasupe Ministries several years 
ago after meeting Fletcher, and hearing us talk about the amazing work he was doing among his 
people.  

Marian was not a wealthy woman by any means.  Like many retired folks, she lived on social 
security, and a small retirement fund from her nursing career.  But, she was very wise with her 
money and learned to save and invest small amounts.  She bought groceries, clothing etc., as 
needed but she gave most of her money away to charities and those in need.  Two days before her 
last stroke, she cooked a large amount of Brunswick Stew which she shared with three families in 
need, saving a small amount for her meal that night.  In addition, for twenty years she sewed many 
dresses/outfits/tote bags for missions all over the world, and years ago there was a full page article 
about her in the local newspaper with her picture. When the reporter called her to set up an 
interview, she first turned her down, saying "I don't do this for the publicity.  I do it to serve God." 
Jerry convinced her to call the reporter back, reminding her that it might encourage others to help 
in some way.  

In recent years, the APC Care team began sending cards to Marian each month and she was so 
pleased to receive these cards every month.  She began to write back to her "care" friends, and soon 
many became regular pen-pals.  Some of these folks she had met at Ashland long ago, but many 
were new to her. 
 
However, she often commented that she felt she knew all of them through the words they 
shared.  Marian loved these cards and notes so much, as during her final years she got out so little 
and every bit of communication meant the world to her.  So, a heartfelt thank you to all of you 
special "Care Pen-pals".....your time and effort is greatly appreciated.   

On Marian's tombstone it says "She lived to serve others."  I think of this so often.....and know the 
best way to honor her legacy is to help others.  Our Ashland community serves others in so many 
ways, and we are so thankful and proud to be a part of this kind and gracious community of faith 
and love.  Thank you for all you do.....God bless.   

 

- Penny & Jerry DeBoer 



If you have never used Zoom, 

Pastor Shannon has a walk-thru 

video on the Ashland website to 

get you started.   

 

If you don’t have a computer, you 

can join in by just using your 

phone. Dial (301) 715-8592 and 

enter the Meeting ID when 

prompted:  861 940 2634. 

 

We would love to “see” you by 

Zoom or hear your voice by 

phone! 

All Are Welcome! 



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS  

 Birthdays  Wedding Anniversaries   Deacon/Elder  

Ordination Anniversaries  

5/4 Beka Walter 
5/6 Taylor DeBoer 
5/12 Amanda Kobokovich 
 Maria Sasser 
5/14 Zach Simmons 
 Carol Walter 
5/15 Sophia Weston 
5/16 Ressa Benzak 
5/23    Sheila Slade-Lee 
5/24    Suzette Morgan 
5/26 Carla Ulgen 

5/3 Bill & Bonnie Clarke 
 
5/28 Tom & Cathy Griffiths 
 
 

5/31 Betty  Wirtz 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  

Please contact the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or 

corrections for the database. 

From the Church Office… 

Hello All! 

Over the past few months, you have seen my picture in this spot with news from the church 
office.  But this month I want to share with you the new logo for Ashland Presbyterian 
Church.   Some of you have already seen it as it was introduced at the church retreat where it 
was well received.  For those seeing if for the first time here, let us know what you think!  
 
As always you can reach me by sending an email to office@ashlandpc.org or call the office at 
410-527-1844 and leave a voice mail.  I check the voice mail multiple times during the day. 
 
Thanks! Stay safe & well! 
-Cecil Weber 



Sunday Worship is held online.   

A link to the worship video is sent out  

by email early Sunday mornings.   

The link can also be found at the Ashland website at:  

www.ashplandpc.org 

              Weekly Online Gatherings 

      Tuesday Check-In and Evening Prayer 7:30 pm 

          Thursday Morning Bible Study with Rev. Harry Cahill 10:00 am 

These online gatherings are held via Zoom.  If you have never used Zoom, 

Pastor Shannon has a walk-thru video on the Ashland website to get you 

started.   

If you don’t have computer access, you can call in on your phone: 

 Call (301) 715 8592  Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634  

 Please join us!  All are welcome! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 5th Sunday of Easter 

Online Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

3 4 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

5 6 Bible Study  

10:00 am 

Nat’l Day of 

Prayer 

7 

 

8 

9 6th Sunday of Easter  

Online Worship 

 

 

10 

 

11 Session 

6:30 pm 

Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

 

12 

 

13 Ascension of 

the Lord 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

14 15 

16 7th Sunday of Easter  

Online Worship  

 

 

17 

 

 

18 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

19 Conversations 

on Faith 4-5 pm 

 

 

20 Bible Study  

10:00 am 

 

21 22 

 

23 Pentecost 
Online Worship 
 

 

 
 

5:00 pm Outdoor 
Prayer Service 

24 

 

25 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer  

7:30 pm 

26  27 Bible Study  

10:00 am 

28 

 

29 

30 Trinity Sunday 
 Online Worship 

 

31       



Tithes and Offerings can be mailed to the church at: 

Ashland Church 

116 Ashland Road 

Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

The mail is delivered to a secure and locked mailbox.  The 

church treasurer checks the mail daily.  

 

You can also donate online at:  

www.ashlandpc.org/donate 

You can make a single donation or set up a recurring 

donation directly from your bank to the church account or 

by using a credit card. Electronic giving as a way to give 

any time and to automate your regular offering as well as a convenient, safe, and simple 

way to provide much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.   

These meetings are held using Zoom 

and most join using a computer, 

laptop, tablet, or smart phone.  If you 

don’t have a computer, you can join 

in by just using your phone. Dial 

(301) 715-8592 and enter the Meeting 

ID when prompted:  

861 940 2634.  You can do the same 

thing for the weekly bible study. 

Conversations on Faith 

Join in the conversation!  This month we will be meeting on 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 from 4:00-5:00 pm on Zoom. 

 An email will be sent the day before outlining the topic 
discussion questions. 

 To join the conversation, here is the Zoom information:  

Join Zoom Meeting from your computer or smartphone, use this link! 

https://zoom.us/j/8619402634 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634  Password: 268801 

To join over Phone Call (301) 715 8592 Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 

 861 940 2634 Password: 268801 

Or you can go to the Ashland website and click on the link there: http://

www.ashlandpc.org/conversations-on-faith/ 


