
Ashland Church News 
December 2020 

Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

Phone:  410-527-1844 

The Rev. Shannon Meacham, Pastor 

 On the web at: www.ashlandpc.org 

Clerk of Session 
Bob Williams 

 
Church Treasurer 

Pamela Caras 
 

Financial Secretary 
Cathy Griffiths 

    
Session        

Members 
2020 

Debbie Berlin          
Bonnie Clarke 
Rene Florendo 
Tom Griffiths              

Will Nassau 
JoAnn Ruther 

Betsy Segelken 
Fred Wagner         

  
Pre-school Director 

Anne Auvil 
 

Organist & Music Director 
Sheila Slade-Lee 

 
Office Manager 

Cecil Weber 
 

 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 

@AshlandPresbyterianChurch 

Pulpitshenanigans 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 

Long lay the world, in sin and error pining 

'Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks, a new and glorious morn 

Fall on your knees 

O hear the angels' voices 

O night divine 

 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation. And as my husband 
Derrick said, “this will be the adventiest advent we’ve ever 
advented.” In other words, this Advent we will feel deeply the 
scriptures of longing and waiting. We will gain new insight into 
the preparation and waiting probably like never before. So when 
thinking about a theme for an unusual year such as this, I couldn’t 
help but return to these words over and over- “the weary world, 
rejoices.” Advent is about hope, peace, joy and love but this year, 
the whole world is weary in a way we have probably not felt 
collectively since the second World War.   

Continued on page 2 



  
Kathy Escobar says it this way in her Advent Devotional, “A Weary World” (printed with permission) 
“It’s about honoring our weary hearts in a weary season in a weary world and traveling the road of 
Advent together as honestly as we can on a quest for encouragement, hope, and strength in the places 
we are currently living—emotionally, spiritually, and physically. “ 

A lot of us are just . . . weary.  

Yet, while this journey together will be raw and honest, I also believe it is filled with hope. Hope comes 
from embracing paradox and contradicting things living in the same space at the same time. It comes 
from real stories. It comes from engaging with the stories in the Bible with a new lens that shatters the 
veneer of a false positivity built on “just believing the right things.” 

I’m crawling right along with you, and like all things in life here on earth, we’re always better together.  

As we begin, let’s take a deep breath. Let our tears fall. Honor exactly where we are today—the good, 
the bad, the ugly, the beautiful. Give our hearts permission to feel what they need to feel. Open 
ourselves up to healing. Listen for God’s gentle whispers. Take good care of ourselves. Keep crawling 
toward the light together.  

Let our weary souls feel a little less alone. 

You know me well enough to know this will not be all “doom and gloom.” But we will not ignore the 
difficulty, as sometimes, that is exactly where we find the best gifts of hope, peace, love and joy. Please 
join me in this extraordinary Advent season. 

- Pastor Shannon 

 

November 29, 2020 
“Hope: Long Lay the World” 

Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

December 6, 2020 
“Peace: The Soul Felt its Worth” 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

December 13, 2020 
“Joy: A Thrill of Hope” 

Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

December 20, 2020 
“Love: The Weary World Rejoices” 

Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 (46-55) 
 

December 24, 2020 
“A New and Glorious Morn” 

Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2 1-20 
 

Pulpitshenanigans (continued) 



Ashland Presbyterian Church Advent 2020 

All Services and Events are Virtual go to AshlandPC.org for more Information 

 

Advent Worship  
Sundays November 29, December 6, 13, & 20 

 

Zoom Christmas Party & Carol Singing 
Friday, December 4, from 7-9pm 

 

Blue Christmas Service 
Monday, December 21 

Available through email and on the website at 4pm 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Thursday, December 24 

Available through email and on the website at 4pm 
Facebook Watch Party at 5pm 

 

Christmas Cantata Worship  
Sunday, December 27 



Dear Ashland Family:  

It is with excitement, and a measure of sadness, that I share the 
news tSteve and I have made the decision to retire in 
Delaware.  By mid-December we will have relocated to Bishop’s 
Landing, a community in Millville, approximately four miles 
outside of Bethany.   

A combination of my “Covid-induced” retirement in 
March, followed by Steve’s in June (as well as frequent reminders 
from our ever-increasing aching joints) led us to consider options 

for relocating and downsizing.  I began praying for discernment about all of this, and God 
was very swift in giving me answers!   

Our new townhouse offers main-floor living with upper level bedrooms for visitors.  We are blessed 
to have family close by and are especially looking forward to spending time (hopefully soon!) with 
our grandchildren (ages 8, 5 and 2), who live in Ocean Pines.   

While we are fortunate to have this wonderful opportunity, I am also sad to leave after living my 
entire life within a twenty-mile radius of Cockeysville.  It is challenging to think about starting over, 
even in the midst of the many blessings. All of my memories are here - my maternal grandparents 
lived in a home where the York Road Jiffy Lube is now located, my paternal grandparents around 
the corner on Warren Road, and my family a mile down the road on Greentop. I attended 
Cockeysville Elementary School, now the Cockeysville Senior Center, where I am a member (my life 
has come full circle!).  My roots are deep here.   

And then there is dear Ashland – my church home for 65 years.  Mom joined Ashland when I was 
three years old. I attended Sunday School here for many years (taught by Helen Hunt and Paul 
Cole). As a teenager I babysat Rev. Bill Hug’s children in the old church manse and Susan, Jimmy 
and Meg Paterson on Howard Avenue. I was married here twice (Gloria Hunt was the organist for 
both weddings – 37 years apart; Barb Crow sang at wedding no. 1 and Sandy Losemann at wedding 
no. 2). Both of my children were baptized and attended Sunday School here, and three of our 
grandchildren attended Ashland Pre-School. That makes four generations at Ashland!   

I am asking for your prayers as we begin this new journey and will certainly keep you in mine.  I 
pray that Ashland’s doors will safely reopen soon, and my heart will be right there with you on that 
special day.   

This is not good-bye – I will drop by some Sunday mornings on my visits “back home.”  My 
beautiful picture of Ashland will find a special wall in my new home, just as each of you will always 
have a special place in my heart. You are family.    

With my love and a grateful heart…. 

Julee Ward 

P.S.  As of December 7 our new address is : 
16872 Bellevue Court 
Millville, DE 19967.   

My cell phone no. (443-465-1150) remains the same.   

 



ASHLAND CHURCH  

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS  

Birthdays 

12/2     Lee Shang 

              Cheri Wheeler 

12/3     Jerry DeBoer  

              Kathy Nicht  

12/4     Deb Miller 

              Will Nassau 

12/9     Kaylin Bending 

              Christine Swift  

12/10   Cathy Griffiths 

12/12   Don Williams  

12/15    Katie Zhu 

12/17    Kim Bednarik  

12/19   Greg Merrill 

12/22   Bob Hensley 

              Dick Uhler 

12/23   Gene Ruhl 

12/24   Natalie Wagner 

12/28   Barbara Porter 

12/29   Luke Wagner 

Anniversaries 

12/10  Butch & Marcie Zink 

12/20  Jim & Sandy St. Germain 

12/31 Thomas & Sarah Beckwith 

Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

12/3 Kathy Nicht 

12/15 Tom Griffiths 

12/27 Lillian Holland 

12/28 Barbara Crow 

 Jennefer Thomas  

12/30 Bill Clarke 

 Sandy Losemann 

12/31 Barbara Crow 

Do we have YOUR family’s important 

dates to share and celebrate?  Have we 

made any mistakes?  Please contact the 

Church Office at 410-527-1844, or 

office@ashlandpc.org with additions 

and/or corrections for the database. 

From the Church Office… 

Hello All,  

If you have not already done so, please 
send in your 2021 pledge card.  You 
can send it to the church office or you 
can email your pledge to me at 
office@ashlandpc.org.  All information 
will be kept confidential as always. If 
you have any questions, please let me 
know. 

Conversations on Faith 

Join in the conversation!  We will 
meet on the third Wednesdays of the 
month from 4:00-5:00 pm on Zoom. 
Upcoming dates and topics are: 

12/16/20 Leadership by Inclusion 

 1/20/21 Polemic Thinking, A Conversation                

  Stopper 

To join the conversation, here is the Zoom 
information:  
Join Zoom Meeting from your computer or 

smartphone, use this link! 

https://zoom.us/j/8619402634 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 

2634  Password: 268801 

To join over Phone Call (301) 715 8592 Enter the 

Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634 

Password: 268801 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to say “thank 
you” to all of you for your 
prayers, cards, calls, and 
continued support.  This has 
been a tough year for all of 
us but knowing there are 
people who care helps to 
ease the burden.  I’ve 
enjoyed seeing and talking 
with you on the weekly 
Zoom get togethers and by 
phone.   

I wish you and your families 
a safe and blessed 
Christmas!  Here’s hoping 
2021 will bring us all safely 
back together (eventually!) 

Take care & stay safe!  
 Cecil Weber 



These meetings are held using Zoom 

and most join using a computer, 

laptop, tablet, or smart phone.  If you 

don’t have a computer, you can join 

in by just using your phone. Dial 

(301) 715-8592 and enter the Meeting 

ID when prompted:  

861 940 2634.  You can do the same 

thing for the weekly bible study. 

All Are Welcome!! 

From the Church Treasurer… 
(Pamela Caras is the Church Treasurer and Preschool Office Manager.) 

It has been so long since the Ashland Presbyterian Church congregation has been able to enjoy the 
surroundings of the Church and one another's company.  If walls could talk I am sure Ashland's 
would say they miss you but I wanted to share what the church has meant to me while you've been 
gone.  

In the interest of full disclosure I will share that I am a half Jewish, half Episcopalean agnostic who 
was not raised in any formal religion. That said I have found your sanctuary here at Ashland to be a 
place of great comfort, inspiration, and therapy over the past many months. I am here every day, 
often by 6:45 am and make sure I find just a few minutes each day to pop in to either enjoy the 
silence, voice a concern or frustration, or meditate. While I am never quite sure who's listening, I 
always feel the warmth of the surroundings and I am grateful for that in these challenging times. I 
share these ramblings with you to let you know the church is not as lonely a place as you might think 
these days- we have become great companions and I am delighted to keep a close eye on her for you.  

Blessings to you all as we come into this very different holiday season- be happy and safe, and here's 
to a healthy, less distanced New Year for us all.   

~Pamela  

Ashland Preschool News 

As we wrap up the first half of this school year we express our 

gratitude to our students and their families for all they have done to 

keep us all healthy and safe. Whether it's mask wearing, temperature 

taking each morning at the door, appropriately social distancing at 

drop off and dismissal, or self-quarantining after an event or personal 

travel, our Ashland Preschool families have been supportive of, and openly grateful for our policies and 

procedures. A special thanks to our phenomenal staff who are working tirelessly to keep everything 

running smoothly and germ-free. We wear our tye-dyed lab coats with pride and have gotten used to 

the never ending smell of bleach and constant cleaning - we worry and wonder like everyone else but 

attack each day with determination to provide our Ashland Preschool families with a safe place for 

their children while they try to work from home and oversee home schooling of their older children.   

-Anne Auvil & Pamela Caras 



Sunday Worship is held online.  A link to the worship video is sent out  

by email early Sunday mornings.   

The link can also be found at the Ashland website at:  www.ashplandpc.org 

   

         Weekly Online Gatherings 

   Tuesday Check-In and Evening Prayer 7:30 pm 

  Thursday Morning Bible Study with Rev. 

Harry Cahill 10:00 am 

These online gatherings are held via Zoom.  If you have 

never used Zoom, Pastor Shannon has a walk-thru video on the Ashland website  

to get you started.   

If you don’t have computer access, you can call in on your phone: 

 Call (301) 715 8592 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634  

Please join us!  All are welcome! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

2 3 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

4 Zoom 

Christmas 

Party  

7-9 pm 

5 

6  2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

Online Worship 

 

 

7 

 

8  Session 

     6:30 pm 

Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

9 

 

10 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

11 12 

13 3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

Online Worship  

 

 

 

 

14 

 

15 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

16 Conversations 

on Faith 

4-5 pm 

 

17 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

18 19 

 

20 4th Sunday of 
Advent 

Online Worship 
 

 

21 Blue 

Christmas 

Service 4 pm 

 

22 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer  

7:30 pm 

23 24  

Christmas Eve 

Worship on 

website 4 pm 

Facebook Watch 

5 pm  

25  

Christmas Day 

 

26 

27  Christmas Cantata 
Online Worship 

 

28 29 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer  

7:30 pm 

30 31 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

  

Pastor Shannon Away 



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

Tithes and Offerings can be mailed to the church at: 

Ashland Church 

116 Ashland Road 

Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

The mail is delivered to a secure and locked mailbox.  

The church treasurer checks the mail daily.  

 

You can also donate online at:  

www.ashlandpc.org/donate 

You can make a single donation or set up a recurring 

donation directly from your bank to the church 

account or by using a credit card. Electronic giving as 

a way to give any time and to automate your regular offering as well as a convenient, safe, 

and simple way to provide much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.   


