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We “Gather Together”  
to Ask the Lord’s Blessing 

November is the month of Thanksgiving. Not simply the thanks 
for the holiday here in the United States, but a symbolic reminder 
of gratitude.  

The other day I was walking through the grocery store and saw 
paper plates for Thanksgiving that said “Gather Together” and 
thought, “NO! We can’t!!” I wondered if the design was made 
before the pandemic. Perhaps when they had to be printed, they 
thought we would be able to gather by now? I mean, we all did, 
didn’t we? 

I admit I noticed them because “Gather Together” is my favorite 
saying for Thanksgiving. In fact, Thanksgiving is my favorite 
secular holiday by far. My life is built around family and 
community. Family both through blood and marriage, and the 
family Derrick and I have created through deep and abiding 
friendship. In fact, one of my favorite hymns uses the phrase: 

 
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 

he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing: 

sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 
 

Continued on page 2 



  
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
so from the beginning the fight we were winning; 

thou, Lord, wast at our side: all glory be thine! 
 

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation endure through tribulation: 
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 

As we look at fall in full swing and 
dread the possibility of winter 
indoors we have a tendency to look 
back and say, “why didn’t we gather 
together when we had the chance?” 
The truth is, our memories are short. 
It’s easy to look at the summer 
months and think, “why didn’t we” 
when the reality is there was so 
much we didn’t know about this 
pandemic then, and still so much we 
don’t know now.  

 

Scientists are learning more and 
more every day. We have short 
memories but we must remember 
this pandemic is only 7 months old. 
Three months ago it was half the age 
it is now, we didn’t know. So we 
must keep our eyes forward.  

 

“Gather Together” is not possible this year. Maybe by the time spring rolls around we will find the 
safest ways possible. Until then, we gather, just not together. We gather every time we pray, or read 
scripture, or connect with a friend of faith. We gather when we worship online or when we send our 
tithes and offerings. We gather when we remain hopeful and keep faith that we will gather together 
once more.  

 

With gratitude, 

 Pastor Shannon 
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ASHLAND CHURCH  

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS  

Birthdays 

11/01 Susan Williams 

11/05 Sandy Losemann 

11/08 Priscilla Barrett 

11/10 Yvonne Fausnaugh 

11/12 Harriet Cole 

11/15 Julie Wagner 

11/16 Julee Ward 

11/22 Kim Aspden 

11/25 Sarah Beckwith 

11/26 Penny DeBoer 

Anniversaries 

11/28 Jacquie & Bill Sasser 

Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

None this month. 

Do we have YOUR family’s important 

dates to share and celebrate?  Have we 

made any mistakes?  Please contact the 

Church Office at 410-527-1844, or 

office@ashlandpc.org with additions 

and/or corrections for the database. 

From the Church Office… 

Hello All,  

By now you should have received as 
least two letters about this year’s 
Stewardship campaign.  Letters were 
sent to some through the US Postal 
Service while others received them 

Conversations on Faith 

Join in the conversation!  We will 
meet on the third Wednesdays of the 
month from 4:00-5:00 pm on Zoom. 
Upcoming dates and topics are: 

11/18/20 Honoring  Our Native People 

12/6/20 Leadership by Inclusion 

 1/20/21 Polemic Thinking, A Conversation                

  Stopper 

To join the conversation, here is the Zoom 
information:  
Join Zoom Meeting from your computer or 

smartphone, use this link! 

https://zoom.us/j/8619402634 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 

2634  Password: 268801 

To join over Phone Call (301) 715 8592 Enter the 

Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634 

Password: 268801 

electronically.  The final letter, along with your pledge 
card, will be mailed to all in the first week of November.  
Please return your pledge card to the church or you can 
email your pledge to me at office@ashlandpc.org.  All 
information will be kept confidential as always. If you have 
any questions, please let me know. 
Take care & stay safe!  
 Cecil Weber 

Book Club Selection: 

Holy Disunity  

by Layton Williams 

This is the first book selected for the book 

club.  If you haven’t done so already, please 

let Pastor Shannon know if you want to 

participate in the book club.  She will let you 

know when the first meeting will be held 

over Zoom.  Let’s read together!! 



 

The weekly Online Worship Services 

are recorded.  All services are stored 

on the Ashland Church website 

(www.ashlandpc.org).  They can be 

watched at any time, not just on 

Sunday mornings.  If you don’t have 

computer/internet access but know 

someone who does (son, daughter, 

grandchildren, friend, neighbor), ask 

them to download the service to 

their electronic device and then let 

you watch.  Most of the services are 

under an hour in length.   

These meetings are held using 

Zoom and most join using a 

computer, laptop, tablet, or smart 

phone.  If you don’t have a 

computer, you can join in by 

just using your phone. Dial 

(301) 715-8592 and enter the 

Meeting ID when prompted:  

861 940 2634.  You can do the 

same thing for the weekly bible 

study. 

 

All Are Welcome!! 

Let Us Worship Together!! 



Sunday Worship is held online.  A link to the worship video is sent out  

by email early Sunday mornings.   

The link can also be found at the Ashland website at:  

www.ashplandpc.org 

   

         Weekly Online Gatherings 

   Tuesday Check-In and Evening Prayer 7:30 pm 

  Thursday Morning Bible Study with Rev. Harry Cahill 10:00 am 

These online gatherings are held via Zoom.  If you have never used Zoom, 

Pastor Shannon has a walk-thru video on the Ashland website  

to get you started.   

If you don’t have computer access, you can call in on your phone: 

 Call (301) 715 8592 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634  

Please join us!  All are welcome! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 All Saints’ Day 

Communion Sunday 

Online Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

2 3 4 5 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

6 7 

8 32nd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Online Worship 

 

 

9 

 

10 Session 

     6:30 pm 

Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

11 

 

12 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

13 14 

15 33rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Online Worship  

Stewardship Sunday 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

18 Conversations 

on Faith 

4-5 pm 

 

19 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

20 21 

 

22 Christ the King 
Online Worship 
 

 

23 24Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer  

7:30 pm 

25 26 

 

27 

 

28 

29 1st Sunday of Advent 
Online Worship 

 

30      

Pastor Shannon Away 

Pastor Shannon Away 



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

Tithes and Offerings can be mailed to the church at: 

Ashland Church 

116 Ashland Road 

Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

The mail is delivered to a secure and locked mailbox.  

The church treasurer checks the mail daily.  

 

You can also donate online at:  

www.ashlandpc.org/donate 

You can make a single donation or set up a recurring 

donation directly from your bank to the church account 

or by using a credit card. Electronic giving as a way to 

give any time and to automate your regular offering as 

well as a convenient, safe, and simple way to provide 

much-needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.   


