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From our pastor... 

On September 13, we held our first ever Virtual Town 
Hall Meeting.  The following is the information that was 
presented: an update on Covid-19 Operations, a Finance 
Report and a Mission Report.   The meeting was held 
simultaneously on Facebook Live and Zoom. If you 
would like to watch the meeting, you can find it either on 
Ashland’s Facebook page or on the website at  
www.ashlandpc.org/town-hall-meeting/ 

Ashland Presbyterian Church COVID-19  
Operations Update 

September 2020   Submitted by Pastor Shannon 

The Session has been working hard these last few months to stay 
on top of the latest news and conditions related to the COVID 
pandemic. We all agree it is critically important to keep the 
congregation apprised of where we are and where we expect to be 
in the future.  

We would like nothing more to be able to offer a definitive 
timeframe for when the life of the congregation can return to 
something with more semblance of “normalcy”. While our 
impatience with the pandemic restrictions grow, the realities of 
our current situation remain unchanged. COVID-19 remains 
present in our community and new cases are identified within our 
community every day.  

We continue to be the body of Christ, caring for one another and 
worshiping together, although in different ways. Maintaining 
physical distance and following public health guidance are actions 
designed to care for one another and our community. Through 
this physical distancing we are demonstrating our Christian faith 
by loving God and our neighbor, and protecting persons who are 
most vulnerable and susceptible to the virus.  

Continued on page 2 



 Nevertheless, the life of the congregation goes on, although it looks different than it ever has.  We 
wanted to make you aware of the various expectations for the remainder of this calendar year.  
 

Worshiping in pandemic times 

While we do not expect to worship in-person as a congregation in the immediate future, we will 
continue with our remote worship through video. We feel because of the restrictions of in-person 
worship such as no singing or communal speaking, no passing of microphones or offering plates, and 
no passing of the peace or fellowship, we can offer a better worship experience through video. We 
also have the restriction of our physical space being small, with poor cross ventilation, making safe 
social distancing difficult for any significant number of people. Our online worship videos are 
reaching over 100 views a week and we have received accolades from members who have long moved 
away who feel deeply connected to Ashland through these services. We know not everyone can access 
them and we continue to work on ways to reach those without computer access, such as publishing a 
sermon each month in the newsletter. Even when we return to in-person worship some day, we will 
continue to provide online worship.  

As we said, we do not know when gathering for worship will be possible and these plans can change 
in either direction as the situation changes. The Session will begin to consider steps of resuming in 
person worship after Baltimore County enters Phase 5 of the “Maryland COVID-19 Recovery Plan.” 
The State of Maryland uses the following benchmarks for entering “Phase 5”: 

• New COVID cases and deaths continue to decrease for an additional period of time. 

• The number of active cases reaches a point where infection from other members of the 
community is less common.  

• Positivity rates fall much lower than earlier phases with widespread testing.  

• New cases continue to fall with rapid case investigation, contact tracing, and containment 
strategies.  

Realistically, we do not expect our region to enter Phase 5 until 2021. As things change and develop, 
we will continue to monitor the conditions, consult with the presbytery and health experts. We also 
promise to continue to update the congregation as the situation evolves and changes.  

 

Staying apart, but together 

 Care of the Congregation continues to be supported by the work of the deacons and our 
Pastor. Please let us know, by contacting a Deacon or Pastor Shannon, if you or someone you 
know is experiencing anger or grief; are in self-quarantine; or feeling isolated, lonely, anxious, or 
sick, as we want to reach out and care for you in these challenging days. Support and prayer can 
be offered over the phone, through video-conferencing, or Pastor Shannon can make a socially 
distant outdoor visit. 

 Ashland will continue to offer virtual get-togethers. These gatherings include Tuesday 
Evening Check-in and Prayer along with Thursday Morning Bible Study. We will also be adding 
additional opportunities, such as Conversations on Faith, Mission opportunities, Sunday School, 
a congregational retreat, book club and game nights. (look for more information soon or contact 
the office to let us know your interest.) 

 

 

Town Hall Meeting (continued) 
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Begin Outdoor Gatherings 

- The session has recognized the growing need for those who feel safe enough to do so, now 
that the weather is cooler, we believe gathering outdoors for one of our new activities or for 
fellowship would be appropriate.  

- People are welcome to hold these at their homes or outdoors at church. We ask if doing so 
that there is a restroom that is easily accessible with disinfecting wipes being provided and 
wiped down between uses. Parishioners should wear masks and stay social distanced (a 
minimum of 6 feet apart) and we recommend each individual bring their own chairs. If 
chairs are provided we ask you have disinfecting wipes available for the person. We will also 
need the host of the event to keep a list of everyone at the event for purposes of contact 
tracing, should the need arise.  

- We are asking all parishioners to take their temperature at home before arrival and go 
through the CDC safety precautions and exposure risk before attending. 

- We all know each other and trust each other, of course, but we also know with this virus we 
must take every precaution. No parishioner should feel pressured into any situation where 
they feel their health or safety will be at risk.  

-These outdoor gatherings will be elective and all regular offerings will continue virtually.  

If you would like help in connecting with us virtually, we would be happy to work you through the 
simple process of Zoom, the online platform we are using. Those who have gathered have 
appreciated any connection we can give them. If you’d like our help in organizing another type of 
gathering, please contact the church office or Pastor Shannon. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Town Hall Meeting Mission Report  

by Derrick Weston 

In response to the pandemic that began in March, Ashland’s Mission Committee 
made a commitment to assess the needs of its existing partnerships before 
taking on any new mission activity. Since we were unable to send volunteers to 
Sarah’s Hope, we reallocated funds to make sure they were able to still provide 
food for those they served.  

The congregation raised $7,000 for our friends at Kasupe to install “Tippy Taps”- a hands-free 
system for hand washing to increase sanitation in the community.  With the matching funds from 
our anonymous donor we have raised a total of $14,000. We will be collecting again for this special 
offering and send a final donation in January to help them with food security.  

Since our friends at UCAN (United Churches Assistance Network) had to pause operations, they 
reallocated funds to the ACTC, the Assistance Center of Towson Churches.  

Our ministry group within the presbytery has coordinated an effort to bring weekly bags of food to 
people in the Woodbourne-McCabe neighborhood. This is an ongoing effort. You can assist by 
helping to make phone calls to community residents or by helping to deliver food on Fridays (ask 
Cecil for more details).  

There will also be a continuing need for masks and hand sanitizer for churches in the city where 
those items are hard to find. Those can be brought to the church or contact Derrick to have them 
picked up.  

Moving forward, the Mission Committee will continue to review ways that we respond to food 
insecurity needs in the area. If you have other suggestions of how the Mission Committee could be 
using our time and resources in this critical time, please contact Derrick at dweston80@gmail.com.  

 

Town Hall Meeting (continued) 
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Town Hall Meeting Finance Report  

 by Will Nassau 

As of August 31, 2020, Ashland had income of $150,344.38 and 

expenses of $162,082.92 resulting in a year to date loss of $-

11,738.54.  

Since the Coronavirus started and we had to suspend in person 

gathering, we have relied on your continued pledge support thru 

online giving and mail in pledges. This has been very successful and is primarily why we do not 

have a bigger loss. Because the Preschool has been closed, we have not been receiving our monthly 

support. While they have had a limited summer reopening and will start a modified school program 

on September 14, 2020, they are paying the BGE bill and the Janitorial bill. I would like to 

encourage everyone to continue with their support as we go thru the rest of this challenging year. 

  

Here are some of the folks who participated in the Town Hall 

Meeting on Zoom. 



ASHLAND CHURCH  

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS  

Birthdays 

10/4    Pat Morgan 
10/8    Melissa Florendo 
10/20 Melissa Cole 
10/23   Laura Baldwin 
              Annette Merrill 
              Neil Ruther 
10/28  Maggie Meacham 
 Steve Miller 
 JoAnn Ruther 

Anniversaries 

10/8 Rev. Shannon Meacham & Derrick 

Weston 

10/12  Nancy & Charles Stickles 

10/18  Carol & John Walter 

10/25  Jeanette & Ron Baldwin  

 

Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

None this month. 

Do we have YOUR family’s important 

dates to share and celebrate?  Have we 

made any mistakes?  Please contact the 

Church Office at 410-527-1844, or 

office@ashlandpc.org with additions 

and/or corrections for the database. 

 
 

 

Ashland Preschool 

News 

 

 

Our Nursery classes are in full swing with 
masks, temperature taking, and social 
distancing part of the routine. Class sizes have 
been significantly reduced due to new guidelines 
and most of the classes are full. Both children 
and parents have adapted to all the changes we 
had to make and we're so grateful to all. We miss 
having the parents able to come and enjoy all the 
displayed projects and artwork but our teachers 
continue to fill the walls and bulletin boards and 
look forward to sharing them whenever it is safe 
to do so. 

Remember to check out our new web page at 
www.ashlandpreschool.org and please like us on 
Facebook! 

-Anne Auvil & Pamela Caras 

Ordination 

Congratulations to 

 Paula Whitacre 

who will be ordained in the 

United Church of Christ  

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 

When: Oct 4, 2020 02:00 PM Eastern 
Time (US and Canada) 

Topic: Paula Whitacre Ordination 

 

Please click the link below to join the 
webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84453077223 

Webinar ID: 844 5307 7223 

 

God is not unjust; he will not forget 
your work and the love you have 
shown him as you have helped his 
people and continue to help them—
Hebrews 6:10 

Thank you Pastor Shannon  

for all you do! 

http://www.ashlandpreschool.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84453077223


Picture Gallery 

One of the hardest things about this pandemic is not seeing each other in person. We 

miss seeing your smiling faces! So send us your pictures! You can email it to 

office@ashlandpc.org or post it on Facebook. Let us know how you are doing, what 

you've been up, what new skill you've learned, what projects you've been doing, etc. 

We'll post them in upcoming newsletters. Let's stay connected!  

Laura, Lee & Joanna took a family 

selfie while enjoying a walk at 

Marshy Point. They did have 

masks available, but there weren’t 

many people on the trail. 

Bonnie & Bill got to meet their new grandson, Simon!  Simon was born this 
summer and had a rough start in life but the doctors are very encouraging 
and hopeful. He is developing strength, coordination and a very loud, 
disgruntled wail!  Per Bonnie, “we took in the moments that will last the 
rest of our lives.”   



Picture Gallery (continued) 

Eagle Scout Project 

Submitted by Gene Ruhl 

Over the years we have had Eagle 

Scouts complete projects at 

Ashland. This year a young man 

named Ben Yocum completed a 

Graveyard Project.  He cleaned and 

straightened the gravestones.  

The only gravestones that Ben did 

not straighten were the old ones 

behind the Church which are 

intertwined with roots from the 

trees.  

Parents are not allowed to help the 

scouts with their projects.  However, 

Ben’s parents, Howard & Paula 

Yocum wanted to do something. So 

they cleaned out the gardens in back 

of the church, around the church 

and in front of the church.  They 

planted some mums and mulched 

the front gardens.   



From the Church Office… 

Hello All, 

September marks the end of the third quarter for 2020 and means I will be 
generating and mailing out 3rd Quarter statements in the near future.  For those 
who made a pledge for 2020 and have since switched to online donations, I am 
working on getting the database to total both envelope and online donations  
against your total pledge.  Please review your statements and if you have any 
questions, let me know through email (office@ashlandpc.org) or leave a message 
on the office voicemail.  

As mentioned at the Town Hall Meeting and in this newsletter, we are looking 
for additional ways to virtually get together.  If you don’t have computer access, 

you can still participate by phone.  Listed below are directions on how it can be done.  If you have computer 
access but are unsure how to how to connect using Zoom, please reach out and I will be happy to help you. 

Send us a picture and let us know what you’ve been up to!  And take care, stay safe & well, 

Cecil Weber, Office Manager 

Tuesday Night Check-In/Devotional 

This is a picture from the Tuesday Night Check-in/Devotional.  The meeting is held using Zoom and 

most join using a computer, laptop, tablet, or smart phone.  If you don’t have a computer, you can 

join in by just using your phone. Dial (301) 715-8592 and enter the Meeting ID when 

prompted: 861 940 2634.  You can do the same thing for the weekly bible study. 

 

The weekly Online Worship Services are recorded.  All services are stored on the Ashland Church 

website (www.ashlandpc.org).  They can be watched at any time, not just on Sunday mornings.  If 

you don’t have computer/internet access but know someone who does (son, daughter, grandchildren, 

friend, neighbor), ask them to download the service to their electronic device and then let you 

watch.  Most of the services are under an hour in length.   



Tippy Taps, which have become a vital survival gadget for every household under Kasupe Ministries, 
are playing a fundamental role in keeping the Coronavirus away. “We have survived largely 
because of the Tippy Taps,” 93-year old Lima Matenje (above, left) told Kasupe Ministries 
recently. “At my house, the korona has met soap and water every minute! The Tippy 
Taps’ running waters were an impossible undertaking before your support,” she 
confidently claimed. For the gift of the Tippy Taps, Lima says, “Zikomo” to all who have supported 
Kasupe Ministries in this project. 

Not only have we kept our own mini, Agro-based Village Economy alive, we have also made it 
vibrant. Our empirical evidence has confirmed the earlier untested hypothesis that “Keeping the 
Agro-based Village economy functional through a partial-lockdown during Covid-19 is essential 
for the fight against the Coronavirus.” This strategy has been tested and many communities in our 
district are adopting it. Shutting down Agro-based Village economies is actually a recipe for more, 
severe Coronavirus cases as a result of hunger, panic food sourcing, and black market agribusiness. 
At the core of this success is our resolve to keep the Kasupe Village Food Supply Chain intact 
despite the crash of the national agribusiness market. The Kasupe Goat Farm, with its Agri Business 
Center, is the hub of our mini economy. 

The scramble for foods with high acid levels as partial natural remedies for Covid-19 has birthed a 
new face for the Integrated Aquaculture-Agriculture (IAA). Also known as Integrated Farming of 
Fish and Vegetables, this seemingly simple, but rarely valued branch of agriculture, has acquired a 
new lease of life as many villagers discover numerous ways of not only surviving through Covid1-19 
but also thriving as the pandemic rages on. 

Through the above strategies, Kasupe has encouraged families to continue their agricultural work, 
diversify from open markets to door-to-door fresh produce trade and bartering, while observing 
social distance. Inter-households contacts have been minimal and have occurred only for essential 
purposes. This has produced five life-saving outcomes: 
1. Preventing the spread of the Coronavirus as soon as it gets into the Villages. 
2. Guaranteeing food availability for all community members. 
3. Availability of local remedial foods like vegetables, legumes as well as foods with 
high PH (acid levels) such as lemons, ginger, garlic, oranges, and papayas. 
4. Expansion of Integrated Farming of Fish and Vegetables (Aquaculture-Agriculture). 
5. The Revamping and Recapitalization of Kasupe Ministries Goat Farm. 

These outcomes have been instrumental in persuading the community refrain from travels to 
outside locations, thereby avoiding the virus and “Partial Lockdown” has worked perfectly. 

Kasupe Update 



Interfaith Environmental Justice Awareness And Advocacy 

Training Program  

 

The Maryland Campaign for Environmental Human Rights 

is organizing a free 5-week online (via Zoom) program 

Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30 October 15th through 

November 12th. They will be covering topics such as 

disparities in environmental access and protection, climate 

justice, protecting vulnerable communities, and how to use 

advocacy tactics to restore justice. Members of each faith 

community will also have time for internal 

spiritual reflection and developing a plan of action. To 

register for this program, visit their website at 

www.actionnetwork.org/events/environmental-justice-

training 

_____________________________________________ 

Imagining justice in Baltimore: A four-part online 

interreligious dialogue  

Join the Institute for Islamic – Christian – Jewish Studies for small-group conversations 
facilitated online by ICJS Justice Leader Fellows around the theme of water justice in 
Baltimore. The series begins October 8, at 7:00 pm.  

 

Using the lens of each of the Abrahamic traditions 

(Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), ICJS Justice 

Leader Fellows will facilitate conversations 

considering how interreligious perspectives can 

better inform and enliven our civic conversations 

and community work.  Participants are encouraged 

to register early (www.icjs.org/imagining-justice

-in-baltimore/) in order to gain access to the 

introductory video and additional resources in 

advance of the first session.  

From the Presbytery…... 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-LQwooRHK8ERHyku_UDyuC-TqIN-YUOgML5_P3NSJfUxJgUCF-35ZDbwSJArOjqRqTmG1cPvMC4iRUweC7v6e0WdOmjc9ynN1QuaLSXxJgZiZHcxk5p-lO2CHPMlayqFj8rG2eikkk93u4R6kyM-aCe9Wkxmi1kSJZuOZddFb6R-wRjY0aHi0A==&c=1d7tuyoitEpQw5hG9X84SO9QZQHoLlLe4ZuB3nBIo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-LQwooRHK8ERHyku_UDyuC-TqIN-YUOgML5_P3NSJfUxJgUCF-35ZDbwSJArOjqRqeEgGO0E-rYO2_bMWaJSJukVstJ3FlZWvzJh6pTNXNEXMNKqom_ROvsTpbZUcnjVUewwMDWZWDJ62wUyQSMW6CUXn2bBabYV0tydap3JEixW9aUYJVxpqyr82yrWM0HoMRBtUfN5Ejo=&c=1d7tuyoitEpQw5hG
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-LQwooRHK8ERHyku_UDyuC-TqIN-YUOgML5_P3NSJfUxJgUCF-35ZDbwSJArOjqRqTmG1cPvMC4iRUweC7v6e0WdOmjc9ynN1QuaLSXxJgZiZHcxk5p-lO2CHPMlayqFj8rG2eikkk93u4R6kyM-aCe9Wkxmi1kSJZuOZddFb6R-wRjY0aHi0A==&c=1d7tuyoitEpQw5hG9X84SO9QZQHoLlLe4ZuB


Sunday Worship is held online.  A link to the worship video is sent out  

by email early Sunday mornings.   

The link can also be found at the Ashland website at:  www.ashplandpc.org 

   

         Weekly Online Gatherings 

   Tuesday Check-In and Evening Prayer 7:30 pm 

  Thursday Morning Bible Study with Rev. Harry Cahill 10:00 am 

These online gatherings are held via Zoom.  If you have never used Zoom, 

Pastor Shannon has a walk-thru video on the Ashland website  

to get you started.   

If you don’t have computer access, you can call in on your phone: 

 Call (301) 715 8592 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634  

Please join us!  All are welcome! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 

 

   1 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

2 3 

4 27th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Communion Sunday 

Online Worship 

 

5 

 

6 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

 

7 

 

8 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

9 10 

11 28th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Online Worship  

 

 

12 

 

13 Session 

     6:30 pm 

Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

14 

 

15 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

16 17 

 

18 29th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 
Online Worship 
 

 

19 20 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 7:30 pm 

21 22 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

23 

 

24 

25 30th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Online Worship 

 

26 27 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

28 29 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

30 31 

Pastor Shannon Away 

Pastor Shannon Away 



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

Tithes and Offerings can be mailed to the church at: 

Ashland Church 

116 Ashland Road 

Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

The mail is delivered to a secure and locked mailbox.  

The church treasurer checks the mail daily.  

 

You can also donate online at:  

www.ashlandpc.org/donate 

You can make a single donation or set up a recurring 

donation directly from your bank to the church account 

or by using a credit card. Electronic giving as a way to 

give any time and to automate your regular offering as 

well as a convenient, safe, and simple way to provide 

much-needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.   


