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Pulpitshenanigans 

This month I want to share my sermon on “Hospitatlity”  I 

preached recently for online worship service. If you want to hear it 

“live” go to www.ashlandpc.org  click on Worship August 16, 

2020.  

Hebrews 13:1-2 Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 

angels without knowing it. 

The root meaning of hospitality is the Latin word "hospes" which 

literally means "guests." In the time of the New Testament, there 

were no such things as hotels or motels. The only "hotels" around 

were brothels. So one of the first practices the early church set up 

was the practice of hospitality so those in the Christian community 

who traveled, whether for business or for the purpose of preaching 

and spreading the gospel, Christians would have safe places to go 

to.  

By the time of the crusades, the church as an institution set up 

official hospices - places where officials of the church could stay a 

night. When the crusades happened, many of these were 

transformed into care centers for the wounded, sick and injured.  

After the crusades, people discovered they could make a living 

giving travelers a place to rest, so the hotel was born.  These many 

hospices that were set up became places where the church took 

care of the poor, sick, aged and disabled. Thus the concept of the 

hospital was born.  

Continued on page 2 



Today though of course, the times are different. When people travel, they much more often take a 
hotel, they are safe, and they don't inconvenience others. In fact, there is a whole “hospitality 
business” where you go to school and learn about “hospitality management.” We have outsourced a 
lot of hospitality for modern convenience.  

I spent a lot of the week asking myself the question, “what does hospitality look like in the age of 
Covid-19? “ 

I mean, yes, hospitality is very different in modern times then it was in ancient times, but hospitality 
is different now than it was six months ago. Pre-pandemic hospitality looked a lot like welcoming 
someone into a space- your home, or church or office. You offer them refreshment and a place to sit. 
They may stay 5 minutes or 5 days, but the act of welcome is the same.  

When the pandemic started and we were homeschooling and working from home, I worked from a 
desk in my bedroom, the kids each in their rooms, and my husband in a small room in the basement.  

After about month 4, I had to bite the bullet. I couldn’t stare at my bed from my desk nor my desk 
from my bed anymore, I needed separation. So the family talked and we decided to convert the guest 
bedroom into my office.  

Something you should know about my husband and I is we pride ourselves on being a home where 
everyone is welcome, whenever they need for as long as they need. Despite having 4 children and 
limited space, it is important for us to have a designated place for guests. Moving the guest bed into 
the garage so we could use the room more efficiently was more emotional than either of us thought it 
would be.  

“Of course, it’s not forever, just for now” we remind ourselves. I mean, no one is coming to visit, and 
we wouldn’t be able to say yes, even if they asked, so this makes sense” we told ourselves.  

Yet, the lack of having an opportunity to be hospitable is hard on us, it is one of our core values as a 
family, it is one of the most profound ways we live into our faith, by living into our spiritual gift of 
hospitality we have, many times entertained angels, unawares.  

So no wonder it was emotional.  

So as I dismantled my guest room for an office as I wondered about hospitality in pandemic times, 
and as I did, two characteristics emerged with very practical implications.  

First, we have to do the work of deciding what our needs are. Some people do this well, for others 
this is harder. In order to dig into the work of hospitality in Covid times we must be comfortable 
voicing our needs and listening to the needs of others.  

This means being hyper aware of personal space and social distancing. Not considering it rude when 
someone doesn’t want to hug or handshake.  

This is something I hope we can keep long after this pandemic ends, as we can no longer necessarily 
welcome someone into our space we can still give them the greatest gift we have, our time and our 
attention. There was a time and there is still is in some parts of the world and our ministries where 
resources of food, shelter and clothing are our greatest resources, but for us individually, time is the 
most precious gift.  
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 In her essay, “Hospitality, a Practice and Way of Life,” Christine Pohl writes: 

It is impossible to overstate the significance of paying attention, listening to people’s stories, and 
taking time to talk with them. For those of us who feel that time is our scarcest resource, often this 
requires slowing ourselves down sufficiently to be present to the person.”  

It means we view individuals as human beings rather than as embodied needs or interruptions. 
Hospitality can be inconvenient and we must be careful not to be grudging in our welcome. It is 
possible to invite someone in but also to communicate to them “in a thousand small ways” that we 
have other things we need to be doing, or that we are making a substantial sacrifice to be with them. 

Obviously, we cannot give any one-person unlimited amounts of undivided attention, but often we 
are distracted and some of us pride ourselves on the number of things we can do simultaneously.1 

A person with the gift of hospitality is a person who has a special ability to focus his or 
her attention on a guest. 
 And we can do that no matter what. We can have a conversation on the phone without also loading 
the dishwasher. We can get on Facetime or a Zoom call without also writing an email. We can slow 
down and write notes and send texts that don’t take much time, but mean the world.  

The giving of one’s time and attention is the greatest hospitable gift we have.  

The second quality of a person who is gifted with hospitality is that they demonstrate 
a deep value for community. 
When we have a deep value of community the most hospitable thing we can do right now is function 
on behalf of our most vulnerable neighbor. This means, that everyone agrees on the most restrictive 
option when around others and not be offended when asked to enforce those restrictions.  

So the best way to describe this is at the grocery store. I don’t know about you, but going to the 
grocery store right now feels like an exercise in “the things I cannot control”. My husband describes 
leaving the house right now as a boring episode of “the Walking Dead.” Now this is not a show I 
watch, but I get the reference. We’re all a bunch of zombie’s walking around in a daze. We are on 
high alert and it’s hard not to take any slight personally. So I wonder, what would it look like if we 
acted as if each person in our path was in the most vulnerable category? 

We would follow the rules of the arrows in one way aisles, we would not reach too close to one 
another, we would wait at the end of the aisle and not be offended when a person changes their 
mind about which types of tortillas to get.  

It also goes broader. I live in a suburb that was created in 1958 at the beginning of white flight out 
of Baltimore. So maybe hospitality looks like having a sign in our yard that says, “Black Lives 
Matter” or “Hate has no Home Here” or even “Love is Love.” I have to tell you, it means the world to 
our muli-racial family to walk around our predominantly white neighborhood to see signs that tell 
our black children and my African-American husband that their neighbors welcome them, that 
their neighbors will protect them.  

This is how we entertain angels unawares.  

The truth is we don’t know what underlying conditions our neighbors have, the truth is we don’t 
know what stresses they are under. So hospitality looks a lot like kindness and good healthy 
boundaries.  

I pray that these hospitalities may be extended to you as you extend them to others.  

-Pastor Shannon 

_______________________________________ 

1 Smith, C. Christopher. Slow Church Study Guide (pp. 44-45). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition. 
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On August 16, Susan Ruhl gave this Minute for Mission as part of the Online Worship Service.  If 
you would like to “hear it live”, go to www.ashlandpc.org and click on the link for the service. 

 
Sarah's Hope is a resource center for persons experiencing homelessness, created through a 
partnership between St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore, Abraham's Tent Coalition, and local 
governments.  It provides basic services while fostering self-sufficiency.  The comprehensive 
services addressed include meals, showers, laundry and sleeping accommodations.  Other services 
include linking guests to needed employment counseling, adult education, mental health and 
substance abuse treatment, and housing assistance. 

Ashland became involved in the Sarah's Hope mission over 10 years ago.  Each month one of three 
congregational teams has shopped for, prepared, and served a dinner meal to the residents who live 
there.  The meal is financed by Ashland's mission budget.  Connections made by team members, 
Sarah's Hope residents and staff as well as the conversations and shared experiences on service 
day, have enriched everyone's lives both at the center and in our church community. 

When the pandemic began, the monthly visits to Sarah's Hope stopped.  However, Ashland began 
sending $600 each month to the center so that the programs, services, and monthly meals could go 
on.  This donation will continue until we are able to go back to the shelter in person. 

Thank you to those who have volunteered their time and talent each month, preparing and serving 
meals.  Thank you for your offerings which are used wisely.  Thank you for the food and toiletry 
donations left in the narthex.  And mostly, thank you for your continued prayers for this mission. 

Everything we have done provides the means for persons experiencing homelessness to find 
hope………….more important than ever during these uncertain times. 

Minute for Mission 

MAKING CONNECTIONS AT SARAH'S HOPE 

A Minute for Mission by Susan Ruhl, Team 2 Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To complete the Community Engagement Survey, go to: https://forms.gle/v1BoBum9qgjZkkjJA  

The survey will be available through Monday, September 7, 2020.  We want to hear from you! 

https://forms.gle/v1BoBum9qgjZkkjJA


ASHLAND CHURCH  

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS  

Birthdays 

9/5       Scott Kern 
9/10 Whitney Benzak 
9/14 John Walter 
               Cecil Weber 
9/15 Noble Pribble 
9/17 Jennefer Thomas 
9/18 Betty Wirtz 
9/22 Phill Bednarik 
9/25     Lauren Cole 
9/26 Ken Hutcherson 
 Ron Baldwin 

Anniversaries 

9/9      Deb & Steve Miller 
9/24 Glinda & Rene Florendo 
9/29 Kathy & Kim Aspden 

Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

None this month. 

Do we have YOUR family’s important 

dates to share and celebrate?  Have we 

made any mistakes?  Please contact the 

Church Office at 410-527-1844, or 

office@ashlandpc.org with additions 

and/or corrections for the database. 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 

Town Hall Meeting 

More information will be 

provided closer to the date.  

 

 

Ashland Preschool 

News 

 

 

The Preschool is looking forward to starting the new 
school year on September 14th after a good summer 
with several childcare classes and camp in session. Our 
new health and safety policies and procedures are in full 
effect. Our Ashland families have been extraordinarily 
supportive and helpful. Please be sure to check out our 
brand new website at www.ashlandpreschool.org- 
it's beautiful! And please "like" us on Facebook! We're so 
excited about the new look and feel. 

-Anne Auvil & Pam Caras 

Ordination 

Congratulations to 

 Paula Whitacre 

who will be ordained in the 

United Church of Christ  

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 

When: Oct 4, 2020 02:00 PM Eastern 
Time (US and Canada) 

Topic: Paula Whitacre Ordination 

 

Please click the link below to join the 
webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84453077223 

Webinar ID: 844 5307 7223 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84453077223


Picture Gallery 

One of the hardest things about this pandemic is not seeing each other in person. We 

miss seeing your smiling faces! So send us your picture! You can email it to 

office@ashlandpc.org or post it on Facebook. Let us know how you are doing, what 

you've been up, what new skill you've learned, what projects you've been doing, etc. 

We'll post them in upcoming newsletters. Let's stay connected!  

After four months of being apart 

the Meacham-Weston kids were 

reunited after stay at home orders 

were lifted in May.  

The dog days of summer for the  
Meacham-Weston kids are best soothed at 
Oregon Ridge Park!  

From Krystal Nicht: 

I had a baby! Mateo Anthony Manzur Nicht 

(long name for such a little guy) was born on 

6/18/2020. I’d like to have him baptized at 

Ashland when it’s safe to travel again!  

Mom-mom (Katherine) is hanging in there in 

Assisted Living near my dad in Ohio.  



From the Church Office… 

Hi All, 

Yes, yes, that’s a picture of me!  I’m not big on having my picture taken or taking 
selfies but I figured fairs fair—if I’m asking you to send in your picture, I should 
post one of myself.  So here it is! 

As for what I’ve been doing (other than Ashland Church work), I like to read so 
have been reading a lot—was very happy when the library started curbside pick 
up.  I also got back into working on my family genealogy.  I started this a couple 
of years ago but put it aside.  Now that I have some time, I started working on it 
again.  Have gotten as far back as 4 great grandfathers on my dad’s side and 2 
great grandfathers on my mom’s side.  I got a real thrill finding out my   

grandfather (on my dad’s side) played live piano on the radio station WFBR on Saturday nights in 1931!  I 
knew he had an orchestra but had never heard about playing on the radio.   

So let us know what you’ve been up to!  And take care, stay safe & well, 

Cecil Weber, Office Manager 

Tuesday Night Check-In/Devotional 

This is a picture from the Tuesday Night Check-in/Devotional.  The meeting is held using Zoom and 

most join using a computer, laptop, tablet, or smart phone.  If you don’t have a computer, you can 

join in by just using your phone. Dial (301) 715-8592 and enter the Meeting ID when 

prompted: 861 940 2634.  You can do the same thing for the weekly bible study. 

 

The weekly Online Worship Services are recorded.  All services are stored on the Ashland Church 

website (www.ashlandpc.org).  They can be watched at any time, not just on Sunday mornings.  If 

you don’t have computer/internet access but know someone who does (son, daughter, grandchildren, 

friend, neighbor), ask them to download the service to their electronic device and then let you 

watch.  Most of the services are under an hour in length.   



  

 

 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in 
the Lord is not in vain.” 
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) 

Last week the Revs. Phyllis Felton, Michele Ward, the Dismantling Racism Team, staff and clergy 
tech support plus one hundred others experienced a wonderful, thought provoking, powerful 
worship service and discussion time. The service gave a nod to the 100 year anniversary of a 
woman’s right to vote, but focused on what the marginalized have to do to get needs met, hopefully 
transforming the one who responds, as well as the one who asks. 

There is much asking in these times and for some, it may look and sound like demanding. Well, it 
is. Women demanded the right to vote, persons of color, especially African American persons, are 
demanding equal treatment under the law and by the law. People are demanding to return to 
“normalcy,” some through government 
financial assistance and some by defying 
science and partying in large groups, 
unmasked. 

The above scripture came to my mind: not 
as a call for petulance, stubbornness and 
entrenchment. I hear a call to be secure, 
grounded and persevering. We are secure 
in our place in the world, deserving of 
equality, health and wholeness. We are 
grounded in our faith in God who calls for 
justice, in the words of scripture. And we 
persevere, even in the midst of “crisis 
fatigue” toward a “more perfect union.” 

It will not be in vain. 

– Jackie Taylor 

 

 

 

 

From the General Presbyter…. 



Sunday Worship is held online.  A link to the worship video is sent out  

by email early Sunday mornings.   

The link can also be found at the Ashland website at:  www.ashplandpc.org 

   

         Weekly Online Gatherings 

   Tuesday Check-In and Evening Prayer 7:30 pm 

  Thursday Morning Bible Study with Rev. Harry Cahill 10:00 am 

These online gatherings are held via Zoom.  If you have never used Zoom, 

Pastor Shannon has a walk-thru video on the Ashland website  

to get you started.   

If you don’t have computer access, you can call in on your phone: 

 Call (301) 715 8592 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634  

Please join us!  All are welcome! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 7:30 pm 

2 3 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

4 5 

6 23rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Communion Sunday 

Online Worship 

 

 

7 

 

8    Session 

     6:30 pm 

Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

9 

 

10 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

11 12 

13 24th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Online Worship  

Town Hall Meeting 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

15  Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

16  

 

17 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

18 19 

 

20 25th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 
Online Worship 
 

 

21 22 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 7:30 pm 

23 24 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

25 

 

26 

27 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Online Worship 

 

28 29 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

30    



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

Tithes and Offerings can be mailed to 

the church at: 

Ashland Church 

116 Ashland Road 

Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

The mail is delivered to a secure and 

locked mailbox.  The church treasurer 

checks the mail daily.  

 

You can also donate online at:  

www.ashlandpc.org/donate 

You can make a single donation or set 

up a recurring donation directly from 

your bank to the church account or by 

using a credit card. Electronic giving as 

a way to give any time and to automate your regular offering as well as a convenient, safe, 

and simple way to provide much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.   


