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Pulpitshenanigans 

Hello All!  My article this month is somewhat different—it’s 
actually a sermon I preached recently for online worship service.  I 
was asked to print it in the newsletter so here it is!  If you want to 
hear it “live” go to www.ashlandpc.org click on Worship and 
then under recent posts, click on Worship July 12 2020.   

Ephesians 2:11-22 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called 
“the uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” —
a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—
 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 

For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one 
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility 
between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in 
place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both 
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death 
that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through 
him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the 
saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together 
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are 
built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

Continued on page 2 



[Can] I separate my own health from the rest of the world? My own good nutrition from the poor 
nutrition of billions? My longing for peace from the warring in the Middle East . . . or anywhere else 
at all? In a universe where the lifting of the wings of a butterfly is felt across galaxies, I cannot 
isolate myself, because my separation may add to the starvation and the anger and the violence. -
Madeleine L’Engle, A Stone for a Pillow 

 

There is a Hebrew word I love, and I’m sure you’ve heard of… Shalom. Shalom is a unique word with 
various meanings, which is often translated as “peace”. In modern Hebrew it is used as a salutation, a 
“peace be with you” as you greet or leave someone. In the biblical setting Shalom is often translated as 
“peace” but it is a particular kind of peace. The peace is describes is harmony, wholeness, 
completeness, prosperity, welfare and tranquility.  

 

And boy, couldn’t we all use a little bit of that.  

 

Our chapter this week is on wholeness. How we, cannot separate ourselves from each other. How we 
humans are all connected, but not simply to other humans, but to our earth and all thereof. 
Wholeness is about understanding that we need each other, yes, but the decisions we each make effect 
one another.  

 

It used to be this conversation was a little more theoretical, but unfortunately in time of a world wide 
pandemic, we see it face to face. You’ve heard it said more than once that we wear a mask for each 
other, not for ourselves. It is to protect you, it is a symbol that I value your life. The cry for “Black 
Lives Matter” is really very similar. All lives can’t matter until Black lives do.  

 

It is no short of a sign of moral incompetence that we as a country are failing at this basic tenant of 
faith. Everything about our society tries to separate us, categorize us, and even at times, make us 
enemies of one another.  

 

So we turn to God, “heal us” we cry, “save us!” we beg. And the truth is, God has already answered us, 
so long ago. Stop waring, you are siblings on this earth and with the earth, love one another.  

There is no reconciliation with God without reconciliation with others, for this is what God in the 
cross was up to, and what God in the church is still up to.  

 

In Ephesians this morning we hear of a division. The Jews and the Gentiles, the circumcised and 
uncircumcised. When we read the gospels we see this division deeply. In Paul’s letter, we hear that the 
major division within humanity in the first-century world is reckoned to have been overcome, as Jews 
and Gentiles with their ethnic and religious differences are seen to have been reconciled in the one 
body of the Church.  

 

Dr. Michael Gorman, one of my doctoral professors at St. Mary’s writes this: 

It is therefore the case that the gospel can continue today to unite people with great ethnic, cultural, 
and religious differences… the emphasis on the creation of one humanity out of two groups suggests 
that Paul would contend that all binaries (categories built on the splitting of humanity into two 
groups) constructed by humans about humans are subverted by the gospel of Christ the peacemaker. 
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That is, although the primary emphasis in Ephesians is clearly on the joining of Jews and Gentiles 
into one, the reality of one and only one humanity means that God’s plan is to join all divided 
groups into one new humanity: men and women, slaves and free, parents and children, but also — 
moving forward in history — all other divisions in the human race that have emerged since the first 
century and will emerge in the years to come. These would, of course, include blacks and whites, 
democrat and republican, immigrant and citizen… 

 

This does not mean, however, that there is no human effort or cost involved in reconciliation. 
Reconciliation may require repentance, forgiveness, restitution, and transformation on the part of 
one or more of the parties involved. 

 

For Paul, then, Jesus on the cross embodied and performed the divine act of peacemaking that 
constitutes the human dimension, so to speak, of the eternal, cosmic mystery and plan of God. The 
cross is the divine performative utterance of reconciliation. Or, more simply, Christ is our peace, 
our shalom. He is God’s peace in person — in the flesh. 

 

We Americans have a lot of work to do, not just to heal race relations and to put aside political 
difference for the sake of each others lives, but it’s well known, for example, that the United States 
comprises 5 percent of the world’s population but consumes 30 percent of the world’s resources. 
According to the Sierra Club’s Dave Tilford, the average American, in their pursuit of “the good 
life,” consumes as many resources as thirty-five people from India and fifty-three people from 
China. 

 

This is not built into the fabric of creation, we must find a way to stop setting ourselves apart, and 
start seeing our interdependence and our interconnectedness.  

 

So where do we begin as people of faith? We begin by stopping our separation from faith with the 
rest of our lives. For instance, how does what we do (for work) reflect who we are (in terms of what 
we believe)? Where and how do we spend our money, and who are we letting into our lives as 
friends? Do they reflect our values, do they remove human constructed binaries or create them? 

 

To be clear, this is not simply an individual problem, the church is not exempt from creating 
structures of exclusion, and have plenty to repent for in all of this. Any theology that refuses to 
extend hospitality fails to consider God’s love for and the reconciliation of all humanity. 

 

 A slow church begins with lament, or repentance, and then identifies practices that will help its 
community think and act ecologically. To lament is to come alongside those who grieve, to sit with 
them (literally or figuratively) in the silence and to recognize there that in God’s interconnected 
creation, their pain is our pain. We might, in the silence, consider how it is that we share in the 
same pain. To lament is not to offer words of comfort; it is not to try to fix the problem or to prevent 
it from ever happening again.  

 

Thomas Merton once offered this poignant description of lament: Instead of hating the people you 
think are war-makers, hate the appetites and disorder in your own soul, which are the causes of 
war. If you love peace, then hate injustice, hate tyranny, hate greed—but hate these things in 
yourself, not in another. 
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As we lament our fragmented lives, we need to proactively adopt practices that are mindful of God’s 
reconciling work. To begin with, we need to slow down our decision-making processes and consider 
broadly as we go what the ramifications of our decisions might be. 

We can learn a lot from the Iroquois practice of seventh-generation thinking, which tried to discern 
what the outcomes of a decision might be not only for adults and children and grandchildren but for 
the seven (or more) generations to come: In all your efforts at law making, in all your official acts, 
self interest shall be cast into oblivion. . . . Look and listen for the welfare of the whole people and 
have always in view not only the present but also the coming generations, even those whose faces 
are yet beneath the surface of the ground—the unborn of the future nation. (The Constitution of the 
Iroquois Nations) 

 

How amazing would it be for churches to lead the way toward a culture where self-interest and 
immediate gratification were set aside in a Christlike fashion and seventh-generation decision 
making became commonplace? A great deal of damage has been done in our churches and in our 
communities by our failure to be attentive to God’s reconciliation of all things.  

 

As we embrace the complex interconnectedness of people and places, as we think more extensively 
about the ramifications of our decisions, and as we bring more and diverse voices to the table, the 
pace of our life together will inevitably slow.  

 

God, who is not in a hurry, has called us into a life that is attentive to God’s reconciling work. Our 
impatience, our susceptibility to the temptations of individualism and mass production, have, over 
the course of decades, distracted us from this calling of being and bringing about Shalom in the 
world.  

 

It’s time for us to repent, to slow down and be ever mindful of God’s all-encompassing mission of 
reconciliation.  

-Pastor Shannon 

 

_________________________ 

Smith, C. Christopher. Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the Patient Way of Jesus (p. 99). InterVarsity 
Press. Kindle Edition.   

 
Gorman, Michael J.. Becoming the Gospel (The Gospel and Our Culture Series (GOCS)) (pp. 192-193). Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.. Kindle Edition. 

 
Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation (New York: New Directions, 1961), p. 122 
Lesli J. Favor, The Iroquois Constitution: A Primary Source Investigation of the Law of the Iroquois (New 
York: Rosen, 2003) p. 99.  
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From the Church Office… 

Hi All, 

As you can see, this is a picture of the 

church office, but it is empty!  That’s 

right, since the church facilities shut 

down in March, I have been working 

remotely from home.  My dining room is 

now the  Ashland Church Office Annex!  

And the commute is great!!  

Pastor Shannon and I keep in touch 

through emails, text, phone calls, and the 

weekly check-in/prayer service.  I’m also 

in touch with the church treasurer, Pam 

Caras.  

Pam is also the Preschool Admin and since the preschool reopened, is in their office every day.  She gets the 
mail everyday and keeps me appraised of incoming donations so I can keep our database up to date.  I have 
been into the office at least once monthly to copy these newsletters, pick up supplies, etc.   

Please feel free to call the office and leave a message as I check the voice mail daily.  Or you can send an  

email to office@ashlandpc.org.  Would love to 
hear from you!  In this edition of the newsletter, 
I’ve tried to include pictures of the church.  I 
know  a lot of you are missing being in the 
actual church building so hopefully these 
pictures will help a little bit!  If there is anything 
you would like to include in the next newsletter, 
please let me know.   

So until it is safe to return, I will continue to 
support Ashland Church remotely. Take care, 
stay safe & well, 

Cecil Weber, Office Manager 



ASHLAND CHURCH  

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS  

Birthdays 

8/1 Jim St. Germain 
8/2 Graham Hensley 
8/6 Sara Carney 
8/13      Hannah Wagner 
8/19 Nancy Stickles 
8/22 Rene Florendo 
 Barbara Crow 
8/25 Glenn Simmons 
8/26 Eric Ruhl 
 Jacob Simmons 
8/27 Joanna Shang 
8/29 Bonnie Clarke 
 Corrie Griffiths 
8/31     Sebastian Slade-Lee 

Anniversaries 

8/12    Will & Debbie Nassau 
8/19    Dick & Marlene Uhler 
8/26    Don & Susan Williams 

Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

None this month. 

Do we have YOUR family’s important 

dates to share and celebrate?  Have we 

made any mistakes?  Please contact the 

Church Office at 410-527-1844, or 

office@ashlandpc.org with additions 

and/or corrections for the database. 

 

You are invited to a Presbytery-wide Worship 
Service on: 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 
at 7 p.m. via Zoom.   

This special service will conclude with a time for 
small groups facilitated by members of the 
Dismantling Racism Team.   

Rev. Ray Meute, Jr. and Rev. Michael Moore, D.R. 
Team co-chairs 

Register in advance for this meeting  
To register go to: 
:https://baltimorepresbytery.org/events/reform-to-transform-worship-

service/  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcodO-vpjwiHdwV3_48JIeRFguBTMzWXjZG
https://baltimorepresbytery.org/events/reform-to-transform-worship-service/
https://baltimorepresbytery.org/events/reform-to-transform-worship-service/


Sunday Worship is held online.  A link to the worship video is sent out  

by email early Sunday mornings.   

The link can also be found at the Ashland website at:  www.ashplandpc.org 

   

         Weekly Online Gatherings 

   Tuesday Check-In and Evening Prayer 7:30 pm 

Thursday Morning Bible Study with Rev. Harry Cahill 10:00 am 

These online gatherings are held via Zoom.  If you have never used Zoom, Pastor 

Shannon has a walk-thru video on the Ashland website to get you started.   

If you don’t have computer access, you can call in on your phone: 

 Call (301) 715 8592 

Enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 861 940 2634  

Please join us!  All are welcome! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 

     1 

2 18th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Communion Sunday 

Online Worship 

 

3 

 

4 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

 

5 

 

6 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

7 8 

9 19th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Online Worship 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 Session 

6:30 pm 

Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

12 

 

13 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

14 15 

 

16 20th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 
Online Worship 
 

 

17 18 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

19 20 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

21 

 

22 

23 21st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Online Worship 

 

24 25 Check-in 

& Evening  

Prayer 

7:30 pm 

26 27 

Bible Study  

10:00 am 

28 29 

30 22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Online Worship 

31      



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

Tithes and Offerings can be mailed to 

the church at: 

Ashland Church 

116 Ashland Road 

Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

The mail is delivered to a secure and 

locked mailbox.  The church treasurer 

checks the mail daily.  

 

You can also donate online at:  

www.ashlandpc.org/donate 

You can make a single donation or set 

up a recurring donation directly from 

your bank to the church account or by 

using a credit card. Electronic giving as 

a way to give any time and to automate your regular offering as well as a convenient, safe, 

and simple way to provide much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.   


