
Ashland Church News 

October 2019 Ashland Presbyterian Church  
116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 
Phone:  410-527-1844 

The Rev. Shannon Meacham, Pastor 
 On the web at: www.ashlandpc.org 

Clerk of Session 
Bob Williams 

 
Church Treasurer 

Pamela Caras 
 

Financial Secretary 
Cathy Griffiths 

    
Session        

Members 
2018-2020 

Jerry DeBoer          
Rene Florendo 
Tom Griffiths              

Will Nassau 
JoAnn Ruther 

Betsy Segelken         
  

Pre-school Director 
Anne Auvil 

 
Organist & Music Director 

Sheila Slade-Lee 
 

Office Manager 
Cecil Weber 

 

 

 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 
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Pulpitshenanigans 
Celebration, Commitment, Community, Faith, Mission, 

and the greatest of these is...Love. 
 

These are vision statements of Ashland Presbyterian 
Church, printed on the front of our bulletin. They are 
words we take pride in, lift up; acknowledge who we are 
and why we do what we do. 
 
Ashland as a “family” is the reason many of you came and 
remain at Ashland- the friendliness, the closeness, the 
hospitality we all feel when we walk through the doors.  
But we must remember this church family gathers 
together not simply to see each other, but comes weekly to 
celebrate and worship God together. 
 
From the hours of 10:30 to 11:30 (approximately) on 
Sunday morning, our Ashland Family gathers to give 
praise and worship to the one who gave us life.  Even 
more specifically, between the prelude and the postlude is 
time to turn our direct attention to God.  It is wonderful to 
worship with friends, and I am delighted to do so every 
Sunday, but we must remember our purpose, to worship. 
 
I often hear chatter from the pews during the anthem, 
and the offertory. During the passing of the peace, a time 
of reconciliation with one another, there is often 
conversation about how one is feeling or what time the 
meeting that week is, and I am just as guilty as any. 

Continued on page 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October is filled with exciting fall 

activities.  Throughout the month, 

the children will learn about the 

changes in fall, families and 

community, and Halloween 

traditions.  They will participate in 

activities like making apple sauce, 

carving a pumpkin, estimating and 

counting pumpkin seeds, visiting the 

pumpkin farm, making a family tree, 

and comparing family sizes.  We are 

fortunate to have a visit from the 

Cockeysville Fire Department during 

Fire Prevention Week.  The students 

will learn about all the equipment on 

the truck and fire safety. 

 

Ashland Preschool has begun our 

World’s Finest Chocolate fundraiser.  

We are raising money for playground 

improvements.  Much of the sand 

and woodchips get washed away by 

various storms throughout the year.  

Ashland is selling a variety of 

delicious chocolate bars for $1.   

 

As we move further into the fall, we 

will be celebrating Thanksgiving, 

taking school pictures and learning 

about the five senses.   

 

-Anne Auvil 

Principal 

 

Pre-School News 

Pulpitshenanigans 

(continued) 

But just like the encouragement to say 
“Amen” after prayer, there must also 
be room for silence and rest in our 
sanctuary.  The peace should be a time 
to seek out those in your “family” to 
reconcile yourself with them and the 
world around you.  The offertory is a 
time to reflect on the gifts God has 
given to you, not just monetarily, but 
the spiritual gifts you are blessed with.  
The anthem, a time of prayer, of voices 
raised in song.  The sermon, a time to 
hear God’s words as it is spoken to you 
through the Holy Spirit. 
 
We must never forget why we are here.  
The music and the sermon, the passing 
of the peace all have a specific purpose 
and a different way of lifting praise to 
our Lord and Savior.  No one is trying 
to undermine the friendliness of the 
congregation; no one is even saying we 
should be a church where there is so 
much silence that you are given a dirty 
look for unwrapping your butterscotch 
candy. 
 
What is being asked is that each week 
we spend one hour, as a family of God, 
in prayer, thanksgiving, and worship.  
Spend before and after worship asking 
about the day, the week, and all that is 
to come.  Be part of each other’s lives, 
but also, let us give honor to the reason 
we all gather at Ashland. 
 
With joy in my heart,  
Pastor Shannon  



Ashland Youth are exploring God’s call to care for our planet.  We may even help 
our church become an Earth Care Congregation!  See our flier and our new 
bulletin board, introducing the APC “One Room School House” and help us name 
our mascot, Mr. Pig.  We’ll be telling you all about our progress and our plans 
during worship SOON!  Want more info?  Contact one of our team teachers:  Ms. 
Carla, Ms. JoAnn, Ms. Kim or Ms. Marlene.  And come join us - ALL are welcome! 

  OINK! 
Oops!  Sorry.  I mean HI 
everybody at Ashland Church!  
I’m a pig.  (Well, of course, 
you can see that … ) and I’d 
like to help you learn more 
about our terrific planet and    
how we can all help care for 
it. 

Ashland kids of ALL ages are invited to join “Mr. Pig” 
Sundays at 9:30am 

 (and some other special times throughout the year) 
 in our little 

ONE ROOM SCHOOL HOUSE 
(a.k.a. “The Board Room” ) 

We’ll have interesting conversations, special guests, projects and outings as we 
discover how God is calling us to care for this beautiful planet we all share! 

Did you know that pigs are naturally 
clean and friendly and they can help keep 
our planet clean, too!  But “Mr. Pig” 
needs a proper name!  Check out the One 
Room School House bulletin board for 
instructions on how to support our  
earth-care efforts and help us  

 
NAME THIS PIG! 

SNARFFLE.  Oops.  Sorry.  I mean 
THANKS! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

God is not unjust; he will not 

forget your work and the love you 

have shown him as you have 

helped his people and continue to 

help them—Hebrews 6:10 

Thank you Pastor Shannon  

for all you do! 

Conversations on Faith 

Begun earlier this year,  this ministry here at Ashland creates a 

safe place to talk about various aspects of faith as it impacts our 

present culture and our ability to live it as faithful people.  All are 

welcome!  

  TOPIC :  “Learning to Let Go” 

 

We will gather Sunday, October 13, from 9:15 –10:15 am in the Adult Christian Ed 

Room (downstairs next to the preschool library). 

 

Gather and share how your faith impacts your living today! 

Special Music News 
 
The multi-talented Jared Denhard, composer, arranger, trombonist, harpist 
and adept on many instruments, including banjo, ukulele and bagpipes will 
provide special music on Sunday, October 13th at Worship. He is a graduate 
of the Peabody Conservatory and has performed in numerous orchestras 
and ensembles in the United States and internationally. He currently 

teaches at Howard Community College and Stevenson University as well as freelancing 
in the Baltimore/Washington area. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
                        November 10th Walt Michael and Company from Common Ground   
     on the Hill on the campus  of McDaniel College. 
                        
  December 22nd   Jim Wharton and Brass Reflections 

-Peg Paterson 



This is a Friendly Reminder:  
The last day to register is October 4th 

Dismantling Racism Training  
Saturday, October 19, 2019 

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Continental Breakfast & Lunch provided 

Dear Teaching Elder, 

 You are encouraged to register for the upcoming Dismantling Racism Training by October 4th.  As a 
member of the Presbytery, you are required to complete this training by 2020.  This is the last 
Dismantling Racism training being offered this year! 

 What is the Dismantling Racism Training?  It is a new one-day training for Teaching Elders and 
other congregational leaders led by Baltimore Racial Justice Action (BRJA).  The training is rooted in 
an understanding of historical & systemic racism and is intended to equip participants to lead and 
participate in constructive conversations within their congregations and the Presbytery that promote 
racial equity and begin dismantling racism within ourselves and our institutions.  

• Tools for Conversations 

• A glimpse into Presbytery congregational history  

• Recognizing and Interrupting Microaggressions 

• Recognizing Resistance in Ourselves and Others 
Reflection and consideration of "next steps" 
The training is provided for Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders required under Presbytery policy and 
open to others.   

 

 Registration is due by Friday October 4, 2019 and is $20 

 If you know of others interested in the training, please contact Susan 

Krehbiel. 

 
Questions about the event?  Feel free to contact one of the following: 
Michael Moore, Co-chair, st.michaelinc1@verizon.net 
Ray Meute, Co-chair, pastor.meute@verizon.net 
Susan Krehbiel. Social Justice Consultant, skrehbiel@baltimorepresbytery.org 
or by cell:  202-494-5514 



Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship after Worship 
 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  
Sundays  Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 
Mondays  Daisy Troop #1623 6:00-8:00 pm 
Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 6:00-7:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene Choir Practice 7:30—9:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.-7:30 pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Fridays   Church of the Nazarene 7:30 pm -9:30 p.m.—2:00 a.m. 
Saturday  Alcoholic Anonymous Svc. Mtg. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 1 2 

 

3 

 

4 5 

6 27th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 

Peace & Global Witness 

offering 

 

 

 

 

7 

Project Linus 

9:30 am 

 

8  Pastor 
Shannon & 
Derrick’s 
      2nd       
Wedding 
Anniversary 
 

 

9 10 11 12 

 

13  28th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
9:15 Conversations on Faith 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service with 
Special Music & with baptism: 
Patrick Robert Jones 
 

 

14 15 

Session  

6:30 pm 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 29th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 
 

 

21 22 23  Newsletter 

Deadline 

24 25 26 

Sarah’s Hope  

2-5  pm 

27 30th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

28 29 30 31   



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

10/4    Pat Morgan 
10/8    Melissa Florendo 
10/20 Melissa Cole 
10/23  Laura Baldwin 
             Annette Merrill 
             Neil Ruther 
10/28  Maggie Meacham 
 Steve Miller 
 JoAnn Ruther 

10/8 Rev. Shannon Meacham  &                     
Rev. Derrick Weston 
10/12  Nancy & Charles Stickles 
10/18  Carol & John Walter 
10/25  Jeanette & Ron Baldwin  
 
 

None this month 

ASSIGNMENTS 

2019 OCTOBER 

USHERS/ 
GREETERS 

10/6     Joanna Shang 
               Laura Ward 
10/13 
10/20 
10/27 

SERVERS 10/6 

LITURGIST 10/13 
10/20 
10/27 

VAN 
DRIVERS 

10/6       Derrick Weston 
10/13     Jerry DeBoer 
10/20    Bob Hensley  
10/27    Bill Kobokovich 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

10/6      
10/13 
10/20   
10/27 

Why not become more involved in 

Worship?   Sign up to be an usher/

greeter, liturgist or server.  Sign 

up sheets are on the table in the 

hallway. 

 



Ashland Presbyterian Church  
116 Ashland Road 
Cockeysville, MD  21030 

So many shades of gold 
Autumn 

Another miracle we take for granted 
Another expression of the artist's vision 

The blending of the autumn hues 
with the setting sun 

Warm 
Comforting 

Perfect 
Thank you for autumn, Lord  


