
Ashland Church News 
November 2019 

Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

Phone:  410-527-1844 

The Rev. Shannon Meacham, Pastor 

 On the web at: www.ashlandpc.org 

Clerk of Session 
Bob Williams 

 
Church Treasurer 

Pamela Caras 
 

Financial Secretary 
Cathy Griffiths 

    
Session        

Members 
2018-2020 

Jerry DeBoer          
Rene Florendo 
Tom Griffiths             

Will Nassau 
JoAnn Ruther 

Betsy Segelken         
  

Pre-school Director 
Anne Auvil 

 
Organist & Music Director 

Sheila Slade-Lee 
 

Office Manager 
Cecil Weber 

 

 

 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 

@AshlandPresbyterianChurch 

Pulpitshenanigans 

Dear Friends,  

This past year many of us have witnessed the transforming love of 
Jesus Christ happening in our congregation. Individuals and families 
are finding a place here to be known, loved, encouraged, and are 
exploring creative ways to use the gifts God has blessed them with. 

Maybe you have also noticed there's a lot going on at Ashland 
Presbyterian Church, all of it geared towards transforming lives by 
living the truth of Jesus Christ and following Him into the world as 
disciples. My hope is that you and your family are finding a place here, 
as part of our family of faith.  

One of the great blessings of being a small church is that relationships 
are at the center of our life together. Our relationships with God, one 
another, and the community shape our identity and it shapes how we 
respond when someone is in need. At Ashland, members often respond 
directly and personally when someone is hurting or in need, sharing 
responsibility for what needs to be done. 

We are quick to respond to immediate needs, yet are a bit more 
hesitant to tackle the long-term involvement needed to serve. In 
particular, the topic of “stewardship” comes up and people are likely to 
run for the hills. Scared they will be hounded, pestered, and maybe 
even harassed for their stewardship pledge, people would rather just 
not talk about it at all.  

Continued on Page 2 



Pulpitshenanigans 
(continued) 

 On Sunday,  November 
10, Special Music 
welcomes Walt Michael 
and Company from 
Common Ground on the 

Hill on the campus of Mc Daniel 
College. Walt is a multi-
instrumentalist as well as a vocalist 
and will be playing the guitar as well 
as the hammered dulcimer. Common 
Ground on the Hill was founded in 
1994 and Walt is its founder and 
Executive Director. Its purpose is to 
discover, teach and celebrate the 
"common ground" found in the 
traditional arts. He will be joined by 
Alexander Mitchell playing fiddle 
and mandolin and Ralph Gordon 
playing the double bass. 

Looking ahead:    

December 22nd  
  Jim Wharton and Brass Reflections 

 

But stewardship isn’t just about money and 
pledges. Stewardship means taking care of all 
God's creation - the world and everything and 
everyone in it. It's about heart change and mind 
change and Christ change as we deepen our faith. 
It’s about being aware that everything in our life is 
a gift from God. Indeed, we owe our very lives to 
God as we are all created by God. Once we 
understand that, it extends to every aspect of our 
lives: our family, our house, our car, our time, our 
talents, our gifts and our money are all from God. 

 
When we talk about “stewardship” we are not 
talking about just writing a check. We are also 
talking about our trust in God to provide for our 
daily living and our ability to respond in 
thanksgiving for those blessings. As we trust God, 
our family of faith also must trust one another. We 
trust that individuals who pledge will do their best 
to fulfill it, at the same time we are aware  
circumstances arise in which it can be challenging 
to that. Do not let uncertainty be what guides your 
giving, but allow faith in God to light your path.  

 

As this light shines, we discover our lives are 
enriched by unexpected blessings. I have watched 
over the past year individuals in our church family 
celebrate their unexpected blessings. Our 
congregation has turned these blessings into ways 
they give to others. Generosity of financial, 
spiritual, time and other gifts has illuminated our 
life together.  

 

I pray this spirit continues and we can find more 
ways to improve and expand upon our mission 
and thus broaden the impact we have on our 
community and beyond.  

 

With Joy, 

Pastor Shannon 





 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversations on Faith 

Begun earlier this year,  this ministry here at Ashland creates a 

safe place to talk about various aspects of faith as it impacts our 

present culture and our ability to live it as faithful people.  All 

are welcome! 

We will gather on Sunday, November 10, from 9:15 –10:15 am in the Adult 

Christian Ed Room (downstairs next to the preschool library). 

TOPIC:  TBD 

Gather and share how your faith impacts your living today! 

POINSETTIA SIGN UP 

Poinsettias will once again decorate our sanctuary on 

Christmas Eve.  Sign up sheets are on the table in the 

hallway.  Choices are 7” poinsettias in either white, 

red or pink.  The cost per poinsettia is $18.00. We 

need to place our orders by November 27.  You can 

sign up now and pay later if you need to!  Both checks and cash are 

acceptable.  Checks should be made out to Ashland Presbyterian 

Church; please note on the check it is for poinsettias. If you can’t 

make it to church, you can contact the office by calling 410-527-1844 

or through email at office@ashlandpc.org to place your order. 

Did you know pigs are naturally clean and friendly 

and they can help keep our planet clean, too!  But 

“Mr. Pig” needs a proper name!  Check out the One 

Room School House bulletin board for instructions on 

how to support our earth-care efforts and help us: 

 

      NAME THIS PIG! 

SNARFFLE.  Oops.  Sorry.   

I mean THANKS! 

 



 

 

 

 

November Mini-Course : Crossroads in Jewish-Christian Dialogue 

 

 

The ICJS mini-courses for our 2019-2020 program year include a three-
part series focused on the particularities and histories of each of the sides 
of the Abrahamic dialogue triangle -- Muslim-Christian (September), 
Jewish-Christian (November), and Jewish-Muslim (March). Our second 
course, on Jewish-Christian conversations in the past and present will 
meet on: 

 November 5th 
November 12th 
November 19th 
  

In this second course in our three-part series, we will ex-

amine how the Jewish and Christian intellectual tradi-

tions have grown up together arguing, borrowing, and di-

aloging about shared scripture, history, and geography. 

The different sessions will examine encounters between 

Jewish and Christian thinkers in the ancient, early mod-

ern, and modern periods and the lessons we can take for 

Jewish-Christian dialogue today.  

Co-taught by Heather Miller Rubens (Roman-Catholic 
Scholar) and Ben Sax (Jewish Scholar)   

Each course will be offered in separate morning (10am to noon) and evening (7pm to 9pm) sessions and will cost 
$30 for three sessions.  To register, go to the ICJS website: .https://icjs.org/  

Robert P. Jones, CEO of the Public 

Religion Research Institute and 

author of The End of White Christian 

America, will talk about how this 

demographic reality has changed 

American politics and social values. 

He will explore the fear and hope of 

this seismic shift in the American 

religious and political landscape and 

how these changes affect our 

interreligious conversations.  

Recent demographic 

studies have shown 

that the United 

States is no longer a 

majority  white 

Christian  nation. 

https://icjs.org/


Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship after Worship 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  
Sundays  Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 
Mondays  Daisy Troop #1623 6:00-8:00 pm 
Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 6:00-7:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene Choir Practice 7:30—9:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.-7:30 pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Fridays   Church of the Nazarene 7:30 pm -9:30 p.m.—2:00 a.m. 
Saturday  Alcoholic Anonymous Svc. Mtg. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
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3 Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am  

 

4 

Project Linus 

9:30 am 

 

 

 

5 6 7 8 

 

9 

 

10Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am  

Stewardship Sunday 
Special Music  

 
 

11 

 

12 

Session  

6:30 pm 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 16 

 

17 Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 22 23 Sarah’s 

Hope 

2-5 pm 

2 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am 
 
 
 

26 27 

 

28 29 30  

Office Closed 

Pastor Shannon Away 

Pastor Shannon Away 

Pastor Shannon Away 



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

11/01 Susan Williams 
11/05 Sandy Losemann 
11/08 Priscilla Barrett 
11/10 Yvonne Fausnaugh 
11/11 Mary Thompson 
11/12 Harriet Cole 
11/15 Julie Wagner 
11/16 Julee Ward 
11/22 Kim Aspden 
11/25 Sarah Beckwith 
11/26 Penny DeBoer 

11/28 Jacquie & Bill Sasser None this month 

2019 November  

USHERS/ 

GREETERS 

11/3  Laura Ward/  
           Joanna Shang 
11/10 
11/17 
11/24 

SERVERS 11/3 

LITURGIST 11/3 
11/10 
11/17  JoAnn Ruther 
11/24 

VAN 

DRIVERS 

11/3      Bob Hensley 
11/10    Derrick Weston 
11/17     Jerry DeBoer 
11/24    Butch Zink 

Why not become more 

involved in Worship?   

Sign up to be an usher/

greeter, liturgist or 

server.  Sign up sheets are 

on the table in the 

hallway. 

 
 
For flowers that bloom about our feet,  
Father, we thank Thee. 
For tender grass so fresh, so sweet, 
Father, we thank Thee. 
 
For the song of bird and hum of bee, 
For all things fair we hear or see, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 
For blue of stream and blue of sky, 
 
 

 
 
Father, we thank Thee. 
For pleasant shade of branches high, 
Father, we thank Thee. 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze, 
For beauty of the blooming trees, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 
 
For this new morning with its light, 
Father, we thank Thee. 
For rest and shelter of the night, 
Father, we thank Thee 
For health and food, for love and friends, 
For everything Thy goodness sends, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 

 
- Ralph Waldo Emmerson 

We Thank Thee 
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