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Pulpitshenanigans 

The Friday of Holy Week is called “good.” Yet what is good about 
it? All that we call good is turned upside down, inside out. It's such 
a long wearisome day, full of contrasts that reach through the ages 
to the present, but the story remains the same.  

 

It is an account of great betrayal, rejection and abandonment, a 
narrative of small lies, infidelity and fear, of power, collusion and 
contempt for life. It is a story of killing by the State, by Politics and 
Religion; premeditated murder of the innocent and the guilty. A 
day of lost hope and the powerlessness of the few. 

 

Where’s the good in that?  

 

It’s also the quietest day of the year. There are no sounds, only 
silence as we sit in sorrow, sorrow for Him, for ourselves and for 
the whole broken world. We don’t pretend to understand any of it. 
Why death was required for life.  

 

It seems entirely possible to me that God's will for Jesus was a long 
and rich life, overflowing with the divine justice and love He was 
born to embody. When the world was against that justice and 
radical love, however, God's will did not give Jesus license to stop 
being Jesus.  

Continued on Page 2 



 
Time of Renewal 

 
“We are fragile creatures, and it is from 

this weakness, not despite it,  
that we discover the possibility of true 

joy.” 
 ― Desmond Tutu, The Book of Joy: 

Lasting Happiness in a Changing World 
 
 
Pastor Shannon and Ashland will be on a 
“Time of Renewal” from April 22 to August 
11, 2019. As part of her contract and voted on by 
session, we agreed  she would be granted this 
leave after seven years of service. Shannon 
reached her 7-year anniversary on February 15. 
 
During our Time of Renewal, pastoral duties 
will be covered by Paula Whitacre the 
Sabbatical Pastor. Cecil Weber will continue her 
wonderful efficient work as our Office Manager. 
Pamela Caras will continue her work as church 
treasurer. And the elders, deacons, and 
committed volunteers will continue in their 
roles. 
 
If you have needs or concerns requiring 
pastoral attention, please call Paula at  
410-236-3434 (ministerpaulaw@gmail.com) or 
during the week the office at 410-527-1844 
(office@ashlandpc.org).  Assisting in worship 
and with session will be Rev. Harry Cahill, 
retired pastor of Baltimore Presbytery and new
(ish) to our congregation.  
 
This summer is a time of rest and renewal for 
the congregation as well. We will experience 
that in many ways during worship through 
artistic expression and a fresh perspective. We 
understand part of renewal means vacations 
during this summer, but we also want to see as 
many of you as possible this summer as we 
reclaim our joy during this journey.  
 
On September 8, after Pastor Shannon’s return, 
we will have a “Homecoming Sunday” where we 
will share our experiences together. You won’t 
want to miss it!  
 

God's will supported Him to go on doing justice and 
loving mercy even in the face of deadly opposition. 
So in that sense, I suppose, it was God's will that 
Jesus suffer and die--since suffering and death 
turned out to be the unavoidable consequences of 
being who He was. It was God's will for Jesus to be 
fully who he was every day of his life--even if the 
fullness of that life shortened the length of it. 

 

Are you starting to see the good? 

 

On this quietest day of the year, before the loud 
“Alleluia’s” ring on Easter morning, I invite you to 
come sit in the presence of the one who was fully 
who God created Him to be, who loved God with all 
His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His 
strength, and with all His mind--and who loved His 
friends so much that He died for them.  

 

He furthermore did it all with no more than the basic 
human equipment--a beating heart, two good hands, 
a holy vision, and some companions who could see it 
too--thereby showing the rest of us humans that 
such a life is not beyond our reach.  

 

Whatever else happens on Easter Sunday, here is 
enough reason to call this Friday Good. Amen. 

 

With Joy, 

 Pastor Shannon 

 

Pulpitshenanigans 
(continued) 
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Time of Renewal 
(continued) 

 
We all love our pastor and know how difficult her job 
is.  It’s important to remember one of the ways we can 
best support her during this time of Renewal is to 
refrain from communication with her. This 
includes phone calls, text messages, email, and 
Facebook Personal Messages. She has set up an 
Instagram account so you can follow their family 
adventures this summer called 
“SabbaticalShenanigans.”  

 

Shannon will not be checking her email, voicemail or 
text messages during this Time of Renewal. (You 
don’t have to have an Instagram account, simply go to: 
https://www.instagram.com/sabbaticalshenanigans/ 
to see her posts. You are welcome to “like” or comment 
but she will not be interacting. 

 

What if I just want to say hello or tell her 
something that’s going on? 

We know this is hard. This is hard for her as well. Think 
of it like someone waking you from a deep sleep to tell 
you something. Even if you were glad to hear it, you 
have trouble returning to sleep. It is because she loves 
and cares for us so deeply that we need to respect this 
boundary.  

 

What if I run into Pastor Shannon in Target 
during this time, do I have to pretend I don’t 
know who she is?  

Of course not. She will be around town for the majority 
of her sabbatical. Please say hi, but please, no church 
talk.  

 

What if my loved one dies or the church burns 
down? Can I call Pastor Shannon then? 

No. I know, it seems harsh. Part of the discipline of the 
sabbatical is to honor the temporary separation 
between Pastor Shannon and the congregation. She is 
leaving us in very capable hands. The beauty of this 
discipline, as harsh as it may sound, is to remember 
that we are the church together, all of us, not just the 
pastor. 

Okay, I’m on board, how can I help? 

First, show up. Come to worship. Volunteer to 
serve communion, be an usher, lay reader, or 
sign up for fellowship hour. On Sunday 
morning, help out, A visitor looking lost? 
Introduce yourself. Did you hear about 
someone in the hospital? Call the church office 
and let them know.  

If you haven’t seen someone in a while, give 
them a call.  

If there is an event or program in the 
announcements, support it with your 
presence. Or call the organizer and let them 
know you can’t be there. Do what you would 
want others to do if you were organizing an 
event.  

 

Last, but not least.  

This time of renewal is about joy. First, 
remember Pastor Shannon is praying for us 
all, even if she doesn’t know the specific 
circumstances. Second, let’s keep her and her 
family in prayer that they may renew their 
lives in joy as well. Take on the discipline 
yourself to renew joy in your life. Take a walk 
in the woods, garden, travel, read, pray, and 
worship in joy.  

 

“Joy is the infallible sign 
of the presence of God.” 

― Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin 

 

- The Sabbatical Committee 

https://www.instagram.com/sabbaticalshenanigans/




 

 

Rainstorms and Deadly Floods Kill 63 
in Malawi  

Sisters and Brothers:  

It is with a lot of sadness I write to inform you 
at least 63 people have died here in Malawi due 
to intense flash floods and torrential rains that 
have extensively damaged some parts of the 
Southern Region, including Balaka District, 

where Kasupe is located. This number is expected to rise and the President, Peter Mutharika, has 
declared a “State of National Disaster.” As reported in the national and some international media, 
dozens are still missing while thousands have sustained serious injuries. Seven of the dead, a mother and 
her 17-month old daughter (who died after their house’s walls collapsed on them at night) as well as two 
older men, were Kasupe Ministries’ beneficiaries. We also have 27 of our beneficiaries who are admitted 
at Balaka District Hospital receiving treatment after sustaining severe injuries. 

The level of damage experienced due to this heavy incessant rainfall, which has been 
accompanied by strong windstorms, is not limited to areas close to big rivers. Many 
highlands have also been affected since the rains started pouring heavily on March 5 2019. The Shire 
River, an outlet from Lake Malawi to the Indian Ocean (through the Zambezi River), and the main 
source of water and hydropower generation for Malawi, burst its banks, spilling water causing landslides 
and road blockages. About 29,000 households, representing roughly 171,000 people, have been affected 
nationally and they are destitute for food, shelter, and clothing according to Homeland Security 
Minister, Nicholas Dausi.  

In the Kasupe and surrounding villages, 708 houses have been damaged, and we have 
5,664 people in dire need of help. The Kasupe area has been cut off from Balaka Township, and no 
car is able to reach the area. The villages’ roads, which are dry-weather, are almost impassable. Most of 
the temporary bridges on swollen streams and rivers have been submerged in water. Accessibility is only 
through pushbikes and by foot. Schools have been disrupted since Wednesday, March 6, and attendance 
at Kasupe Secondary School is down to only 25%. Our Kindergartens have been suspended until the 
situation improves. In the surrounding primary schools, classes are empty as hundreds of students are 
staying home due to the havoc from the rains. For many of these students, their worries are on their 
fallen houses and finding the next meal.  Most of the potable water sources, such as boreholes and 
covered wells, have been submerged and about 65% of latrines have collapsed forcing some households 
in the communities to resort to open defecation. This has posed a serious risk of water and other vector-
born diseases, most notably Cholera and Malaria, which are common under the current 
predicament. There are hundreds of people here from displaced households who are seeking refuge at 
Kasupe campus, primary schools and churches. Kasupe Ministries has already accommodated about 200 
people and we will work with the government, other NGOs as well as community leaders to help those 
who have been sheltered in several schools and churches. 

-Fletcher Padoko 
Kasupe Ministries 

If you would like to donate to help Kasupe, you can send a 
check to Ashland Presbyterian Church, 116 Ashland Road, 
Cockeysville, MD 21030.  Make the check out to “Ashland 
Presbyterian Church” and note that it is for “Malawi 
Flooding”.  Thank you! 



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

4/6 Debbie Berlin 
 Debbie Modisette 
4/7 Fred Wagner 
4/10 Debbie Nassau 
4/12 Mary Pribble 
4/13   Bill Clarke 
4/18   Lisa Eshleman 
4/26  Shannon Meacham 
4/28  Lena Kern 

4/1  Steve & Julee Ward 
 
4/9  Julie & Fred Wagner 
 
4/16  Sandy & Rick 
           Losemann 

4/22  Jacquie Sasser 

ASSIGNMENTS 

2019 April 

USHERS/ 

GREETERS 

4/7        Julee Ward 
4/14 
4/21 
4/28 

SERVERS 4/7        Julee Ward 

LITURGIST 4/7 
4/14 
4/21 
4/28 

VAN 

DRIVERS 

4/7      Derrick Weston 
4/14    Jerry DeBoer 
4/21   Butch Zink 
4/28   Bill Kobokovich 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

AFTER  

WORSHIP 

4/7 
4/14 
4/21 
4/28 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  

Please contact the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or 

corrections for the database. 

Why not become more involved in Worship?   Sign up to be an usher/greeter, 

liturgist or server.  Or sign up to host Fellowship after Worship. Sign up sheets 

are on the table in the hallway. 



Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship after Worship 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  

Sundays  Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 

Mondays  Daisy Troop #1623 6:00-8:00 pm 

Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 6:00-7:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene Choir Practice 7:30—9:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 

Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.-7:30 pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Fridays   Church of the Nazarene 7:30 pm -9:30 p.m.—2:00 a.m. 

Saturday  Alcoholic Anonymous Svc. Mtg. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

1 Project Linus 

9:30 am 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 5th Sunday in Lent 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service  with 

Communion 

 

 

 

8 

 

9 Session 

6:30 pm 

10 11 12 13 

14 Palm Sunday 

9:15 Conversations on                        

Faith 
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am  Cantata Worship 

Service   

 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 

 

17 18 

Soup & Bread 

Supper 6:00 pm 

Worship 7:00 pm 

 

19 

Office Closed 

20 

21  Easter 

NO Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service with   

Greg Small, trumpeter 

 

 

22 Pastor 

Shannon’s 

Sabbatical 

begins 

23 

 

24 25 26 

Pastor 

Shannon’s 

Birthday 

 

27 Sarah’s Hope 

2-5  pm 

 

 

28 2nd Sunday of Easter 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 Worship Service 

  

29 

 

30     



Spring is here!  The sun is setting later 
and the days are becoming warmer.  The 
students are busy discussing the changes 
in spring.  They are sorting flowers, 
planting gardens and learning about the 
water cycle.  Spring is such a wonderful 
time of year.  

 

We are still looking for children to enroll 
for the fall. We have space available in our 
Tues./Thurs. 2’s & 3’s nursery program 
and the child care full time classes.  If 
anyone is looking for preschool or 
childcare, please send them our way! 

 

We are now accepting enrollment for our 
summer program.  This program provides 
a variety of fun summer activities for 3 to 
6 year olds.  The daily activities include 
outdoor and indoor play, creative art and 
craft activities, language arts, science, 
social studies, and story time.    

 

Please join us for our second annual Ice 
Cream Social/Silent Auction on Friday, 
April 26th from 5:30-7:00 pm.  There will 
be free ice cream, silent auction goodies, 
50/50 raffle, and more.  We would love to 
have you join us!  

-Anne Auvil 

 
 
 
 
 

ASHLAND PRESCHOOL 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL  
& SILENT AUCTION 

FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2019 
5:30—7:30 PM 

COME FOR ICE CREAM, SILENT 
AUCTION GOODIES, 50/50 RAFFLE 

AND SOME FUN! 
ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE USED TO 
UPDATE THE PLAYGROUND WITH 

NEW SAND, MULCH AND TOYS. 



Special Music: Greg Small 

 

Our special musician for April is Trumpeter Greg Small who will be performing with 
the Choir on Easter Sunday, April 21st. Greg began playing for Ashland on Easter over 15 
years ago prior to graduating from Shepherd College with a BA, Trumpet. He also holds a 
Master of Music in Jazz Piano from the University of Md.,College Park and a BS in 

Psychology from Towson University. A committed educator Greg  maintains a thriving teaching studio at 
Music and Arts in Ellicott City and Laurel. He is an active free lance musician on both instruments in the 
Baltimore /Washington area. Greg released "Singularity", a solo piano recording of largely original music in 
2010. 

Looking Ahead: 

May 12th   Jacqueline Pollauf, Harpist  

SOUP AND BREAD DINNER 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER TO COORDINATE 

THE SOUP AND BREAD DINNER HELD ON MAUNDY 

THURSDAY ON APRIL 18.  IF YOU ARE THAT PERSON, 

PLEASE LET  PASTOR SHANNON KNOW.   THANK YOU 

IN ADVANCE! 

CLOTHING DRIVE FOR PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14. 

WE WILL HAVE A CLOTHING DRIVE ON SUNDAY, APRIL 14. 

PLEASE BRING YOUR CLEAN, GENTLY USED CLOTHING TO 

DONATE.  DONATIONS CAN BE PLACED IN THE HALLWAY 

OUTSIDE OF THE  CHURCH OFFICE. 

Conversations on Faith 

A new ministry here at Ashland creates a safe place to talk about 

various aspects of faith as it impacts our present culture and our 

ability to live it as faithful people. We will gather on the Sunday 

mornings listed below from  9:15 –10:15 am in Classroom 3 in the 

Preschool. 
 
Date          Topic_______ 

April 14  Gratitude 

May 12  To Be Determined 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14 AT 10:30 AM  

PALM SUNDAY  

 EASTER CANTATA  

WORSHIP SERVICE  



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

April 14 Palm Sunday 
Worship – 10:30 am 

 
April 18 Maundy Thursday 

Worship — 7:00 pm 
 

April 21 Easter Sunday 
Worship—10:30 am 


