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This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. -Psalm 118:24 

 
I want to tell you a story about Christmas in our house. Despite 
writing a grant a year ago and talking to various people, even 
standing up in a congregational meeting and declaring to you 
what our family would be doing next summer together, we had 
yet to tell the kids. 
 
Through the Lilly Grant, Derrick and I will be taking our four 
kids on a Disney Cruise to the Bahamas. We decided to wait 
until Christmas to tell them as a surprise. 
 
After a little internet searching, I found a Disney themed 
scavenger hunt for them. So after they finished their stockings, 
unwrapped all the presents and we had eaten our fill of 
Christmas dinner we told them we had one more present. 
 
After about 10 minutes of finding clues where Nemo escaped 
the dentist office and how Mary Poppins makes the medicine 
go down, they found the prize. A Mickey themed bag with 
 t-shirts, luggage tags, mouse ears, and “tickets” for travel. 
 
To say they were excited would be the understatement of the 
year. 
 
They were elated. They were thrilled. They were overwhelmed. 

(continued on page 2) 



Pulpitshenanigans 
(continued) 

When I started to unpack the trip for them 
there wasn’t just jumping up and down and 
screaming, there were tears. Real, from the 
heart, tears. Tears of joy, tears of your young 
life’s dreams coming true. 
 
When you deal with anything Disney they 
always tell you to “have a magical day!” Well, 
simply telling our kids about the cruise was 
magical. As our oldest wept in my arms over 
her joy, Derrick started to cry as well (I was 
already crying!). 
 
“This is what this was all about” I thought. 
This is why we worked so hard on this grant. 
This is why we work so hard in general. I 
closed my eyes and soaked in the pure joy of 
the moment. We weren’t just happy, we were 
joyous! 
 
Then, just like that, our children asked. “Is 
this part of the money you got for your 
sabbatical?” When we explained how we wrote 
a trip for them into the grant all four had the 
same reaction: we should thank them and the 
church. 
 
Derrick and I explained that we will, and we 
will give them an opportunity to thank the 
grant people and the church as well. 
 
I share this not to talk about joy in terms of 
getting gifts, even gifts as large as your 6 to 11 
year-old dreams coming true. I tell you this as 
an example of receiving the gift of joy when it 
comes your way. 
 

-Pastor Shannon 
 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for your most 
generous gift on the occasion of 
my retirement.  It has truly been 
an honor and a privilege to have 
served in the capacity as 

treasurer/preschool admin for so many years.  It hardly 
seems possible that it’s been over 30 years since I took 
the reins from Cleo Bush! 
 
Your support and friendship has meant the world to me 
but most of all I am grateful for your prayers for good 
health.  I have felt their sustaining power throughout this 
scary but enlightening journey.  

With love, 
Jeanette Baldwin 

To the Ashland Care Team: 

I can’t tell you all how surprised and happy I was to 

receive the beautiful conica spruce at Christmas.  Your 

care and thoughtfulness is really comforting.  I really 

enjoyed decorating it as I have not had a tree since Dad 

passed away.  I’m sure when spring comes I will plant it 

outside and enjoy it & think of you all every year & for a 

long time to come (God willing). Bless you all and 

thanks from the bottom of my heart for your kindness.  

God’s light shines through all of you. 

-Melissa Cole 

 

Thank you so much for the lovely little pine tree! It’s 

happy in its new home and is looking smart in its 

decorations of snowflakes and doves and ‘mini-mini’ 

lights.  Have a wonderful New Year! I plan to plant it 

outside in the spring! 

- Gloria Hunt 

 

Thank you so much for the caregiver tree.  I have 

enjoyed lighting it each evening and will find a home 

for it in my yard. I really appreciate the thoughtful 

surprise. 

-Debbie Berlin 

 

Thank you for remembering me during the Christmas 

season with the mini spruce tree.  You always make me 

feel welcome as a part of your church family.  I 

appreciate your thoughts for both my mom and me. It 

is my pleasure to serve all of you. 

-Cecil Weber 

 



Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, February 3 

After Worship 

 

 

A congregational meeting has been called for the purpose of: 

 Sustaining the Session’s Budget 

 Adopting the 2019 pastors terms of call 

 Elect nominating committee members for 2019 

 Elect session members 

Conversations on Faith 

A new ministry here at Ashland creates a safe place 
to talk about various aspects of faith as it impacts 
our present culture and our ability to live it as 
faithful people. 
 

Sessions will be held once a month beginning in February and run 
through May. We will gather on the Sunday mornings listed below from 
9:15 –10:15 am in Classroom 3 in the Preschool. 
 
Date          Topic_______ 
February 10 Human Relationships 
March 10  Created in God’s Image 
April 14  Gratitude 
May 12  To Be Determined 

SPECIAL  MUSIC  

Sunday, February 10 

Walt Michael, Hammered Dulcimer 

 

Walt Michael, from Common Ground on the Hill on the campus of McDaniel College, will join us 
Sunday, February 10 at Worship.  He will be playing the Hammered Dulcimer but he also plays several 
other instruments as well. Common Ground on the Hill was founded in 1994 and Walt is its founder and 
Executive Director. Its purpose is to discover, teach and celebrate the “common ground” found in the 
traditional arts. Walt is considered to be a virtuoso of tremendous influence in the revival of the 
hammered dulcimer. His wide repertoire ranges from old-time Southern Appalachian, to Celtic to 
breath-taking original compositions. As a vocalist and multi- instrumentalist, he has recorded 14 albums 
and instructional videos, appeared at Lincoln Center, the Kennedy Center and toured extensively 
throughout the US, Canada, Europe and the UK.  

 
Looking Ahead: 
March 10 Musicians from the Historical Music Program at the Peabody  
April 21 Greg Small, trumpeter 



 

 

 

 

 

The Baltimore County Faith Initiative Group is hosting a series of trainings and resource sharing sessions on the issue 
of the Homeless in Baltimore County. These sessions are aimed at creating stronger partnerships between local faith 
leaders, congregants, public & private sector resource providers, and the Baltimore County Police Department.   
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
It is estimated that 30% of all shelter beds and resources available to homeless individuals nationwide at any given 
time are provided by faith based programs and outreach efforts. Baltimore County is second only to Baltimore City in 
the State of Maryland in terms of annual homeless population served (Nearly 4,000) and on any given night Baltimore 
County has over 200 people living unsheltered on the streets  
  
What to expect at the sessions 

An overview of the current resources of the Baltimore County Government has in place to address the needs of the 
homeless population.  (Information on the Men’s, Women & Family shelters of Baltimore County) 

A brief training session related to basic personal & public safety considerations associated with homeless ministry 
& outreach (presented by Ofc. Burton Bcopd) 

An opportunity to learn about and network with numerous other faith based and private sector program providers.  
 
Sessions are perfect for faith leaders, homeless ministry & outreach workers, and congregants interested in 
opportunities to serve the local homeless population.  
 

Session #1 Thursday, February 21st 10am-1130am Loch Raven Library- 1046 Taylor Ave, Towson, MD 21286 

Session #2 Thursday, February 21st 7pm-830pm Lansdowne Library -500 3rd Ave, Lansdowne, MD 21227 

Session #3 Thursday, February 28th 10am-1130am Sollers Point Multi-Purpose Center (Dundalk) 

                                                                                                          323 Sollers Point Road Dundalk, Maryland 21222 

Snow date for any cancelled session will be March 5th location TBA 

 

Please RSVP as seating is limited (email preferred) to Ofc. William Burton (410) 887- 2175  

wburton@baltimorecountymd.gov   SEE YOU THERE! 

The Bible study, by Melissa Bane Sevier; Cloud of 
Witnesses, the Community of Christ in Hebrews, was 
completed in 2018. Susan Williams served as moderator 
and Peg Paterson served as secretary/treasurer with the 
help of Jeanette Baldwin into 2018. Susan Williams also 
served on the Coordinating Team for The Baltimore 
Presbyterian Women as the North, Search Committee 
Representative through 2018.  
 
 

Four women of Ashland Presbyterian Church were active in the fellowship until the fall of 2018 
when it was decided by those few remaining members to change their status from Active to 
Inactive in the Baltimore Presbytery. 
 
The Presbyterian Women of APC will continue to serve even though they are now an “Inactive 
status PW” in the Baltimore Presbytery. 

-Susan Williams 

mailto:wburton@baltimorecountymd.gov


 

 

 

 

This weekend I was watching a news program on Brexit – the United Kingdom’s plan to leave the European 
Union. When the vote was first taken there was much rancor, protesting, speeches, passion and 
politicking. Now almost two years later, it seems the UK has not figured out how to pull this off! 

I’m not judging, this is a common problem, especially in the church. We have great plans, visions, and 
dreams. We go to meetings, conferences, convocations, trainings and produce lots of Session and Cabinet 
minutes and then…well it doesn’t happen exactly as planned 

We can’t give up. I believe our hearts and minds are in the right place but we often underestimate how much 
time it may take to get folks on board, raise money, set policy, develop procedures or simply map it out, 
whatever “it” is. I know, we are working on several exciting initiatives in the Presbytery that are taking some 
time to get going. Yet I see an opportunity!  

This new year, take some extra time to plan out what you’d like to see happen in your congregation, 
ministries and maybe in your own life. Then begin the process of…well…following the process. With each 
big step, evaluate, then move forward again. Keep the goal in mind, but understand that there are twists and 
turns; new information may emerge and road blocks may appear. But you and I and we will get there! In 
fact success is in the journey, the discovery, the path. And don’t forget to pray. God will walk with us as we 
seek God’s will in all we do!  

Happy New Year! 

 

 

In January, the children learned about winter weather and animals.  They studied 
snowflakes and conducted an experiment by melting colored snowballs to see how 
solids turn into liquids.  The children also discovered how cold affects people and 
animals.  All the classes celebrated Teddy Bear Tea and Martin Luther King’s 
birthday.  January was a busy month! 

February is an exciting month with lots of fun activities on the schedule.  The classes 
will celebrate Valentine’s Day and have a Valentine’s Day party.  The students will 

learn about the process of mailing a letter and exchange special cards with their friends.  Animals 
everywhere, dinosaurs, Groundhog Day and President’s Day will also be taught this month.  We are 
hoping for an early Spring but we will have to wait and see what happens with Punxsutawney Phil.   

Every February Ashland Preschool has Pajama Day.  We are collecting children’s bedtime items to 
donate to St. Vincent’s Villa.  The students get to wear their pajamas to school at the end of the month.  
They look forward to it every year!     

We have had several tours and observations for the upcoming school year.  Our classes are filling up 
quickly.  We are pleased with the outcome so far for the 2019-2020 school year.   

-Anne Auvil 



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

2/03 Amy Cavolo 

2/08 Drew Wagner 

2/15 Robbie Wheeler 

2/16 Karen Hensley 

2/24 Mike Benzak 

 Emily Wheeler 

2/26     Mary Jo Kern 

2/28     Sandy St. Germain 

2/20 Jerry and Penny DeBoer 2/2   Jim St. Germain (2003) 

2/15  Cathy Griffiths (2015) 

           Gene Ruhl (2015) 

           Rene Florendo (2015) 

 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  

Please contact the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or 

corrections for the database. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

2019 February  

USHERS/ 

GREETERS 

2/3               
2/10   
2/17   Laura Ward/Joanna Shang 
2/24 

SERVERS 2/3       

LITURGIST 2/10   

2/17   

VAN 

DRIVERS 

2/3     Jerry DeBoer 
2/10   Butch Zink 
2/17   Bill Kobokovich 
2/24   Bob Hensley 

FELLOWSHIP 

AFTER 

WORSHIP 

2/3      
2/10    
2/17    
2/24    

Why not become more involved in Worship?   Sign up to be an usher/greeter, 

liturgist/server or for fellowship after worship.  Sign up sheets are on the table in 

the hallway. 

In case of inclement weather please call the church office   

(410-527-1844) or check our webpage (www.ashlandpc.org)  or 

our Facebook page for closing  information 

http://www.ashlandpc.org


Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship after Worship 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  

Sundays  Special Needs Troop  #927 2:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 

Mondays  Daisy Troop #1623 6:00-8:00 pm 

Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 6:00-7:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene Choir Practice 7:30—9:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 

Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.-7:30 pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Fridays   Church of the Nazarene 7:30 pm -9:30 p.m.—2:00 a.m. 

Saturday  Alcoholic Anonymous Svc. Mtg. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 

3 4th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service  

Congregational Meeting 

after Worship 

 

 

 

4 

Project Linus 

9:30 am 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 5th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

9:15 Conversations on                        

Faith 
 

 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 

with Special Music: Walt 

Michael, Hammered 

Dulcimer 

11 

 

12 

Session 

6:30 pm 

 

13 14 

 

15 16 

17 6th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

9:30 am  Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 

 

 

18 Presidents’ 

Day 

 

19 

 

20 21 22 23  

Sarah’s Hope  
2-5  pm 
 

 

24 7th Sunday after 
Epiphany 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 Worship Service 

  

25 

 

26 

 

 

27 28   

Shannon— Away 



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

2018 YEAR END  STATEMENTS  AND THE 2019 
NARRATIVE BUDGET WERE MAILED. IF YOU DID NOT 
RECEIVE YOUR STATEMENT, PLEASE LET CECIL KNOW 

BY CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE:  
410-527-1844 OR AT OFFICE@ASHLANDPC.ORG 

Mark Your Calendar: 

Ash Wednesday Service 

March 6, 2019   7:00 pm 


