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Pulpitshenanigans 

Someone has compared the situation of church pastors with that of a taxi 

leaving an airport - so loaded down with passengers, suitcases and other items 

that it has a hard time even moving. So it is sometimes for church 

professionals. They bear the burdens and responsibilities of ministry, the 

needs, the pain and hurts of their parishioners 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week. And as a result, many experience, to one degree or another, symptoms 

of emotional collapse, stress related illnesses and “burnout” that adversely 

affect their personal, family and professional life, and greatly diminish their 

effectiveness and well-being.  

 

For too long, this situation has been tolerated, and even accepted, as an 

inevitable part of the job. An effective solution to this situation that affects not 

only church professionals but the congregations they serve is Sabbath Leave, 

sometimes referred to as a Sabbatical. This solution has its roots in Scripture 

and in church tradition.  

 

Sabbatical Leave for pastors is a planned time of intensive enhancement for ministry 

and mission. Sabbatical Leave follows precedents in the academic community and 

among a growing number of private sector groups. But even more significantly, it 

grows out of the Biblical concept of a Sabbath day and a Sabbath year for renewal. It 

is both an act of faith that God will sustain us through a period of reflection and 

changed activity and an occasion for recovery and renewal of vital energies.  

Continued on page 2 



 

The “extended time” of Sabbatical Leave is qualitatively different from “vacation’ or “days off.” It is, 

first of all, an opportunity for the pastor to strategically disengage from regular and normal tasks so 

ministry and mission may be viewed from a new perspective because of a planned time of focus. But it 

also is a chance for the congregation and its lay leaders to see and experience things differently. Time 

apart from their pastors offers church members enriching opportunities for service and growth. A con-

gregation’s capacity for ministry may be strengthened as its members assume greater responsibility for 

pastoral care ministries, educational activities and congregational administration. Its faith may be 

deepened and its self-understanding enhanced as it depends on God more consciously. And certainly, 

when its pastor or educator returns from Sabbatical Leave refreshed in body and spirit, ready to enter a 

new stage of ministry and eager to explore what everyone has learned, a congregation benefits signifi-

cantly. (From the Baltimore Presbytery’s Sabbatical Leave Policy) 

 

Before my arrival in 2012, the session and PNC had extensive conversations on how to prevent pastor 

burnout in the future. As a result, the church adopted the Presbytery’s policy on sabbatical leave. On 

October 21, after worship we will gather together for a Town Hall meeting to answer any and all of your 

questions regarding the Sabbatical. It will be lead both by the session and the Sabbatical Team (Penny 

DeBoer, Bob Williams, Rick Losemann, Rene Florendo, and Bonnie Clarke). 

 

To get us started, I wanted to address a few things.  

 

Q: When will the sabbatical be?  

A: April 22, 2019-August 11, 2019 (16 weeks total, 14 sabbatical weeks, 2 weeks continuing education) 

 

Q: Who will preach and take care of Pastoral Care while you are away?  

A: There will be a sabbatical pastor hired for the time away, plus several special events. You will not be 

left alone!  

 

Q: How are we going to pay for this? 

A: This is the most exciting of all the news! Pastor Shannon applied for a sabbatical grant through the 

Lilly Foundation, which she received! This grant will not only pay for her travels during that time, but 

also for the Sabbatical Minister and for the special guests! This is a tremendous gift!  

 
Q:What are the benefits to Pastor Shannon and to the congregation? 
A: (Written by Bonnie Clarke) 
Shannon Meacham’s 16-week sabbatical is the first to be approved by the Session of our church. After 
several years spent in church renewal through a church coaching and consultation program, the inner-
look we made revealed our desire and skill to serve within and without the congregation. However, the 
tendency to revert to a pastor-centric model, and our skittishness to openly engage in uncomfortable 
situations, is still in process. We understand a lot of energy is needed to pastor our gifted and chal-
lenged congregation; Shannon’s energy, competence and patient guiding has been unflagging. 

Pulpitshenanigans 
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We wholeheartedly support her desire to rest, renew, enjoy, and re-engage, and see it as wise and warranted 
for the social-emotional capacity and health of the congregation to continue to grow and be integrated into 
the congregation’s fiber. Likewise, she can be filled with renewed purpose, perspectives, and joy, which is so 
infectious. 
  
To accomplish this, we believe the congregation will benefit from exposure to other sources of preaching, 
pastoral care, and leadership so we can become disciples that more fully collaborate in God’s inclusive and 
joyful vision for all creation. 
 
Come on Oct. 21 after worship to ask any more questions and to hear more indepth about what will happen 
during the Sabbatical break.  
 

- Pastor Shannon 

Pulpitshenanigans 
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Town Hall Meeting 
Sunday, October 21 after Worship 

To talk about Pastor Shannon’s 2019 Sabbatical 
All questions and concerns will be addressed at 

that time.  



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7  SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 AM 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUION 10:30 AM;  

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 AM; 

WORSHIP 10:30 AM WITH SPECIAL MUSIC 

FEATURING GUITAR DUO OF  

KATHRIN MURRAY AND TROY KING; 

FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 AM; 
WORSHIP 10:30 AM;  

TOWN HALL MEETING  
AND 

 FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAY, OCROBER 28 SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 AM 
WORSHIP 10:30 AM 

FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP God is not unjust; he will not 

forget your work and the love you 

have shown him as you have 

helped his people and continue to 

help them—Hebrews 6:10 

Thank you Pastor Shannon  
for all you do! 

 

 

 

The “Benediction Hymn”  

by Robert L. Haslup will be sung by the choir 
during the month of October.   

Robert L. Haslup, the great grandfather of 
choir member Susan Ruhl, was a composer, 
arranger and performer of keyboard music 
in the early 1900’s. His organ performances 

were locally and nationally recognized.  



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
The Uptown Metro Coalition in conjunction with the Episcopal Coalition 
has a list of opportunities for working at Habitat in the coming months.  
Volunteer dates are:  
Saturday, October 20   Friday, October 26 
Friday, November 2   Friday, November 9 

  Saturday, November 10  Saturday, November 17 
  Friday, November 30   Saturday, December 1 
   

If anyone in the congregation is interested in one or more of these days to give some of 
their time to this mission, please contact Dick Uhler and he will get you involved in 
that day and project.   Thank you for your support and prayers. 

The Fall Gathering for the Baltimore Presbyterian Women  
October 20, 2018,  

First Presbyterian of Howard County,  
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045. 

To register for the Fall Gathering, send $12,  
attention  Debbie Reese, to the church address.  

Barbara Allen will be the Guest Speaker.  
 

Special Music: Sunday, October 14 
Guitar Duo of Kathrin Murray and Troy King 

 
The husband and wife Guitar Duo of Kathrin Murray and Troy King will 
provide the special music on October 14th. A native of Hawaii, Ms. Murray 

received her Bachelor's Degree from Denver's Lamont School of Music, and a Master's 
from the Peabody Conservatory. She is an active soloist, chamber musician and 
teacher. Currently, Kathrin teaches at the Baltimore School for the Arts and the Bryn 
Mawr School. 
Mr. King holds degrees from the Cleveland Institute and the University of Denver. He 
has performed in concerts throughout the United States, Europe and Latin America, 
and has been heard on the BBC and frequency on public radio both in the U.S and 
Spain. Mr. King is the Chairman of the Classical Music Dept. at Towson University. 
 
Looking Ahead:  
November 11:  Greg Small & Jazz Combo 
December 23: Brass Reflections 
January  13  Kuznik Violin and Cello Duo  



October is filled with exciting fall activities.  
Throughout the month, the children will learn 
about the changes in fall, families and 
community and Halloween traditions.  They 
will participate in activities like baking an apple 
pie, carving a pumpkin, estimating and 
counting pumpkin seeds, visiting the pumpkin 
farm, making a family tree, and comparing 

family sizes.  We were fortunate to have a visit from the Cockeysville 
Fire Department during Fire Prevention Week.  The students will 
learn about all the equipment on the truck and fire safety. 

 

Ashland Preschool has begun our World’s Finest Chocolate 
fundraiser.  We are raising money for playground improvements.  
Much of the sand and mulch gets washed away by the heavy rains so 
we need new sand and mulch each year.  Ashland is selling a variety 
of delicious chocolate bars for $1.   

 

Our Family Movie Night is right around the corner.  We are looking 
forward to getting some of our families together to watch Spooky 
Buddies.  There will be lots of pizza, popcorn, drinks, dessert, and 
fun for everyone.  

 

As we move further into the fall, we will be celebrating 
Thanksgiving, taking school pictures and learning about the five 
senses.   

-Anne Auvil 
Preschool Director 



From the Presbytery….. 

During the 880th Gathering, the Presbytery of Baltimore approved a policy to 

provide on-going educational opportunities for pastors and congregational 

leaders, focused on dismantling racism within its congregations and the 

communities they serve. Former Moderator James Parks offered the following 

inspirational statement after the vote, which was approved overwhelmingly. 

 

In the wake of the uprising in Baltimore City three and a half years ago which occurred within a stone's throw of 
two of our churches, I, as vice moderator, called a meeting of pastors and interested individuals in the 
presbytery to discuss what we could do to address the issues behind the uprising. That meeting spawned our 
ongoing focus on race, class and poverty. 

Today's vote to mandate training to dismantle racism in this presbytery is a big step forward, one that we can be 
proud of. It shows how far we have come in three years. I recall addressing the presbytery gathering almost 
three years ago to the day where I answered critics who said race, class and poverty had everything to do with 
Baltimore City and nothing to do with the rest of the presbytery. Today, we declared that it affects the breadth of 
this presbytery. 

If what we did today begins to bear fruit, we could be presenting ourselves as a model for the entire church at 
the 2020 General Assembly. As momentous as this is, let us not forget that this is just a step along a much 
longer journey. That journey, I pray, will take us into issues we have rarely explored: 

 Institutional racism and white privilege: Racism is so ingrained in our culture, our traditions, our national 
mindset that we most times don't recognize it. 

 Rural poverty-rural areas in Maryland have higher unemployment rates, lower high-school graduation rates 
and higher poverty rates than urban areas. 

Hidden poverty and class bias in suburbia. The problems that once were thought to be isolated in the city are 
becoming epidemic in towns like Annapolis, Hagerstown and Columbia. 

Tonight, a mother will grieve over the death of her child whether he dies in East Baltimore or Frostburg. A child 
with no food is just as hungry in Cumberland as she is in West Baltimore. A father in Columbia is just as 
distraught over his child's opioid addiction as a father in South Baltimore. 

This presbytery has a unique God-given opportunity to explore even more deeply and intensely the issues of 
race, class and poverty and to act as a witness for Christ in our churches, communities and state. We have the 
leadership to go there. When has the presbytery had such a diversity of geographic leadership-Steering Cabinet 
chair from a city church, Moderator from the far West, Vice Moderator from the suburbs, a stated clerk from 
Hartford County and one of the few African American women General Presbyters in the country? Adrienne, 
Caroline, Guy, Jack and Jackie-you, in concert with the Apostles/In the Loop and the Dismantling Racism 
Committee, have the ability individually and collectively to help this presbytery bridge years of mistrust and 
move towards true reconciliation. I hope you will do so. 

 

As I said in 2015, God is at work in this presbytery and I thank God for giving us the opportunity to serve in such 
a special cause. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z7k73A-AFEYuSn92qrFQzYyg3hKiadMhEoG2ppcfd6O9HEd-Bi7kBDhW1yKacwpp4TIFkgqAupmCe3scpm7fgappSdw4W_FF5_FLw6Y7x77_JZfIGFucYaFpxp1sbYKBb-P9hWpH0Hcpj9bpUvVJyqtdilKGL8wiCZifkSAOsARtDJH1Ac4AYMUzyj1uiFSrxMFsZYQ0grpv4pHYA8fCCrNzAijLTlVnpmFu


Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship after Worship 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  

Sundays  Special Needs Troop  #927 2:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 

Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 6:00-7:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene Choir Practice 7:30—9:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 

Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.-7:30 pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Fridays   Church of the Nazarene 7:30 pm -9:30 p.m.—2:00 a.m. 

Saturday  Alcoholic Anonymous Svc. Mtg. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 

 

1  

Project Linus 

9:30 am 

 

2 

 

3 4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am  

Communion Sunday 

 

Peace & Global Witness 

Offering 

 

 

8 

Pastor Shannon 

& Derrick’s 

 1st Wedding 

Anniversary 
 

9 

Session  

6:30 pm 

10 

 

11 12 

 

13 

 

14 Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am  

Special Music with 

Guitar Duo of Kathrin 

Murray and Troy King 

 

Pastor Appreciation 

Sunday  

15 16 

 

17 

 

 

18 19 20 

Women’s  

Group—Fall 

Gathering  

 

 

 

 

21 Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am  

 

Town Hall Meeting 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

25 26 27 

Sarah’s Hope 

2-5 pm 

28 

Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am  

29 30 

 

31    



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

10/4    Pat Morgan 
10/8    Melissa Florendo 
10/20 Melissa Cole 
10/23   Laura Baldwin 
              Annette Merrill 
              Neil Ruther 
10/28   Maggie Meacham 
 Steve Miller 
 JoAnn Ruther 

10/8 Rev. Shannon Meacham & 

          Rev. Derrick Weston 

10/12  Nancy & Charles Stickles 

10/18  Carol & John Walter 

10/25  Jeanette & Ron Baldwin  

 

 

None this month 

ASSIGNMENTS 

2018 OCTOBER 

USHERS/ 

GREETERS 

10/7      

10/14 

10/21 

10/28 

 

SERVERS 10/7 

LITURGIST 10/14 

 

VAN 

DRIVERS 

10/7      Derrick Weston 

10/14    Bill Kobokovich 

10/21    Bob Hensley  

10/28   Derrick Weston 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

10/7      

10/14 

10/21  Sunday School 

10/28 

Why not become more involved in 

Worship?   Sign up to be an usher/

greeter, liturgist or server.  Sign 

up sheets are on the table in the 

hallway. 



Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 

 

I praise you, Lord, for autumn: 
for falling temperatures and morning chill, 
trees turned gold and red, brown and orange, 
falling leaves and blowing leaves, 
the smell of burning leaves, 
the joy of leaf-pile jumping. 

I praise you, Lord, for autumn: 
the interplay of outside temperatures 
and inside warmth, 
the promise of cider and pumpkin bread, 
the blessing of blankets and sweaters. 

I praise you, Lord, for autumn: 
the beauty and hope in the change of season, 
the promise that the coming of autumn 
heralds another ending, a new beginning, 
and the wonder of another winter, another 
spring, another summer, yet to come. 


