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Pulpitshenanigans 

On Sunday, September 9th,  I will introduce the congregation to 

the Narrative Lectionary. This is a schedule of scripture 

readings for Sunday morning preaching. Our current lectionary 

(The Revised Common Lectionary) focuses on the life of Jesus 

and jumps around throughout the rest of the Bible. The 

Narrative Lectionary on the other hand, selects passages in 

chronological  order starting with Genesis and moving through 

the life of Jesus and into the spread of the early church. It does 

this four times with four different schedules over 4 years (each 

year focusing on a gospel). We are just going to try the first year 

and see how it goes.  

 

I’m excited about approaching the preaching year in this way 

and I hope it will be meaningful and helpful for you as well. I 

have spoken before about the many and diverse voices we hear 

in the Bible. It does not speak with a unified voice. It covers a 

long history and the thoughts of many people trying to 

understanding that history through their faith in God. I hope as 

we engage the texts in this way we will obtain a sense of the 

larger story of the Bible and the way it can inform and inspire 

our own story as we seek to follow Jesus to new life each day.  

 Continued on Page 2 

Pulpitshenanigans 



An important thing to note, worship won’t 

change or look any different. For the last fifteen 

years I have preached the Revised Common 

Lectionary and I’m sure Ashland has followed 

that pattern for longer than that. You will still 

get all the familiar stories and maybe a few 

more that you’ve never heard. As indicated by 

it’s name, the Narrative Lectionary has a flow 

to it that tells a larger story of faith, which is 

important to all of us as we understand more 

deeply what it means to be a follower of Christ- 

where our faith has been and where it is going!  

 

We will begin working our way through the Old 

Testament (Genesis through Isaiah) until 

Advent; then we will begin the life and ministry 

of Jesus as told through the Gospel of Matthew 

until May when we will hear about the early 

church in the Book of Acts and the letters. Join 

us in worship at 10:30am! We’d love to see you!  

 

Peace, 

Pastor Shannon 

Pulpitshenanigans 
(continued) 

At the beginning of 

July, we wished 

Jeanette Baldwin 

well as she retired 

from her position as 

administrative 

assistant in the Pre-

School and as 

treasurer for the 

Church.  Jeanette 

served Ashland for more than  30 years!  

Jeanette is currently undergoing treatment 

for cancer so when she is feeling better we 

will plan a celebration to honor her 

dedication to Ashland.  For now, please keep 

Jeanette and her family in your prayers.  

In August, we welcomed 

Pamela Caras as the 

administrative assistant to 

the Pre-School.  Pamela 

will also take on the duties of the Church 

treasurer.  Prior to joining the Ashland 

family, Pamela spent 30+ years as a 

senior executive in health care 

publishing and consulting, including 

print, mobile and web-base products for 

students and practitioners across the 

healthcare spectrum.  Pamela holds a 

BA in English from Fairleigh Dickinson 

University and certificate in business 

management form the Kellogg Graduate 

School of Management and the 

University of Virginia’s Darden School 

Born and raised in New York, Pamela 

lived in London for a year as a child  

(her favorite city in the world!) and has 

spent considerable time in Kenya (her 

favorite country, so far.) She moved to 

Maryland in 1978.  Her greatest pride and 

joy are her daughters, Sarah and Hannah.  

In December 2016, her granddaughter Edie 

joined the family and life is more magical 

than ever! 

Pamela lives on a horse farm in Freeland 

with many dogs, cats, horses, chickens and 

one very old donkey.  She has served on the 

Board of Directors for BARCS and the 

Gettysburg Arts Festive.  Her hobbies 

include animal rescue and rehabilitation, 

needlework and beadwork. 

If you come by during the week, please stop 

by the Pre-School office to meet and 

welcome Pamela to Ashland! 

Personnel News 



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 OFFICE CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6  CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE  BEGINS 7:30 PM 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9  SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS 9:30 AM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL;  
WORSHIP WITH SPECIAL MUSIC FEATURING JARED DENHARD 10:30 AM 

Sunday School Kick-off 

September 9, 2018 
9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 

Another successful year has passed at Ashland.  This 

summer has been filled with fun activities for the 

children.  They had a couple of water days, played games, 

enjoyed and ice cream social/pajama day, and had picnics 

on the playground.  The summer projects have been 

posted on the walls in the hallway with beautiful puppets, 

glimmering look down fish, newspaper shark,  “Under the 

murals and special artwork.  The students made hula monkey sharks, ocean in 

a bottle, pet rocks and much more.  The hallways were so colorful with these 

creative projects. 

Everyone is beginning to prepare for the upcoming school year with the new 

students.  Most of the classes are full except for the Child Care 3’ and Nursery 

T, Th 3’s.  I am still giving tours to prospective families, so I am hopeful the 

numbers for these classes will increase.  Anyone who knows of families 

looking for child care, please have them contact us. 

The quiet of the summer programs is diminishing and we are getting ready for 

an active school year.  I know that we will have another great year at Ashland 

Preschool! 

-Anne Auvil 

PreSchool Director 



On Sunday, September 9, 
multi-talented Harper/Piper 
Jared Denhard will join us 
at worship.   Jared plays 
several other instruments and 
is also a composer and 
storyteller.  He teaches at 

Howard Community College.  Jared is a meber 
of serveral ensembles including O’Malley’s 
March, the medieval jazz group Keltia, and the 
early music ensemble Boar’s Head Consort.  He 
is a visiting artist with the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra’s Arts Excel educational outreach 
program.  Over the years he has produced 
several recordings.  

Looking Ahead: 

October 14: 

 The Kusniks; Violin and Cello 

November 11: 

Greg Small and a Jazz Combo 

December 23: 

Brass Reflections 

The Chancel 
Choir resumes 

rehearsals  
Thursday, 

September 6, 

at 7:30 pm  If you would 
like to join the choir, 

please see our Director of 
Music Sheila Slade-Lee.   

 All are welcome! 

We welcome 

Randall Ainsworth 

as the new guitarist 

with the 

contemporary 

team.  Randall is 

from Baltimore and 

is a junior at UMBC 

studying 

philosophy and history.  He is a pre-law 

student with a passion for the law. 

Randall has been playing guitar for six 

years and has played at a variety of 

places including Kingdom Worship 

Center, Baltimore County State of the 

Schools, All County Jazz for 2016 and the 

Wild Goose Festival. He enjoys playing 

guitar, listening to music, reading about 

the law and history and loves the Lord! 

At the end of 

July we bid 

farewell to 

Barnabas 

Ravindranath,  

who was the 

lead guitarist  

for our 

contemporary team for the past two 

years.   We wish him all the best and 

much happiness for the future.  We 

will miss Barnabas and his musical 

talents.  Thank you for all you have 

done for Ashland ! 

More Personnel News 



 

  

 

 
Uptown Metro Ministry & West Side Story Ministry  

Leadership Training for  
Church Officers, Staff, and Christian Educators  

Saturday, September 22  
9 am—1 pm  

Central Presbyterian Church  
Anyone who considers themselves to be a leader in the church (officers, staff, Christian educators) is invited 
to join us for this leadership training. We will have training for officers which will count as the required 
training for churches in the Baltimore Presbytery. We will hear from pastors in the Baltimore Presbytery in 
a panel discussion and have workshops that people can sign up to participate in.  
Lunch will be provided. Childcare is available.  
If you would like to attend please let Pastor Shannon know or send a message to Cecil in the church office 
by email at office@ashlandpc.org or by phone at 410-527-1844.  Deadline to enroll is  
Thursday, September 13.  

During the “Summer of Rain” here is what the back 

of the church property looked like at one point.  

Water covered benches, a fire pit, our outdoor 

worship space.  Eventually, the waters receded! 

 

Also this summer, the church office 

got a make over!   



Highlights of Actions of the 223rd General Assembly (2018) 

Church Leadership: In one of closest elections in years, Ruling Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri 
(Presbytery of Tropical Florida) and the Reverend Cindy Kohlmann (Presbyteries of Boston and Northern 
New England) were elected Co-Moderators of the 223rd General Assembly (2018) on June 16. In other 
actions involving Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) leadership, the assembly: 

 Confirmed the election of the Reverend Diane Moffett as president and executive director of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

 Confirmed the reelection of the Reverend Tom Taylor as president of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Foundation. 

 Confirmed the election of Alton B. Pollard III as president of Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. 

 
Per Capita: The assembly approved a 2019 General Assembly per capita apportionment of $8.95 per 
member—an increase of $1.25 (or 15.8 percent) per member over 2018. The Committee on the Office of 
the General Assembly had originally proposed a 39 percent increase in 2019 to $10.71 per member. At the 
assembly, General Assembly Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson, II, revised that request down to a 10 percent 
increase in 2019 (to $8.50) and 2020. The Assembly Committee on General Assembly Procedures approve 
the 2019 request, but not the 2020 increase. The assembly added $643,000 (or 45 cents per member) to 
the per capita budget by the actions it took, raising the final per capita apportionment to $8.95. In other 
per capita-related actions, the assembly: 

 Approved, in a slightly amended form, an overture from the Presbytery of Newton to establish a team 
of twelve to fifteen persons to “review the current per capita-based system of funding the ministry of 
councils higher than the session, for financial sustainability into the next ten years.” 

 Asked the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly and the Office of the General Assembly to 

explore ways of reducing the cost of future General Assemblies. 

The Way Forward: By a vote of 474-47, the assembly overwhelmingly approved the report of The Way 
Forward Commission, which was created by the 222nd General Assembly (2016) “to discern the vision for 
structure and function of our denomination.” The Way Forward Commission was joined by the All-Agency 
Review Committee in many of its recommendations. The assembly also created a Moving Forward 
Implementation Team to ensure follow-through of the actions taken and to make “mid-course corrections” 
between now and the 224th General Assembly (2020). Among its actions on The Way Forward, the 
assembly: 

 Restructured PC(USA) A Corp to be representative of five of the six agencies of the PC(USA)—
previously the A Corp board was identical to the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board. The new A Corp 
board is composed of eleven members, representing each agency, with the exception of the Board of 
Pensions, plus at-large members. 

 Strengthened the role of the General Assembly Stated Clerk, reaffirming that person as the “continuing 
ecclesial officer and Head of Communion,” naming the Stated Clerk as “constitutional and spiritual 
leader” for the life and witness of the church, giving the Stated Clerk ex officio membership on all 
agencies of the church, and giving the Stated Clerk consultative authority prior to the consideration for 
election of any candidate for chief executive of any of the PC(USA)’s six agencies. 

 Authorized a “financial sustainability review.” 

 Beefed up the denomination’s translation services and efforts toward greater inclusion, equity, and 
reconciliation between all constituencies of the church. 

 Endorsed an “administrative action issued by the commission on June 12 calling for greater 
transparency, particularly in the Presbyterian Mission Agency, and freedom for national staff 
employees to speak their minds in addressing the prevailing culture without retribution or retaliation. 

Continued on next page 



Highlights of Actions of the 223rd General Assembly (2018) 
Racism/Poverty/Violence: The assembly engaged in various acts of public witness that sought to 
engage issues of racism, poverty, and violence in St. Louis under the umbrella of Stated Clerk J. Herbert 
Nelson, II’s, Hands and Feet initiative. In addition to a number of groups who came to St. Louis to engage 
in Hands and Feet service/learning projects during the assembly, several “mission trips” for assembly-
goers engaged with various faith-based community groups to address poverty and racism in the city. The 
offering from the opening worship service raised more than $54,000, which after a dramatic march by 
nearly 1,000 assembly-goers from America’s Center to the City Justice Center on Tuesday afternoon, was 
given to ArchDefenders, a faith-based group that bails low-level offenders out of jail. Nearly three dozen 
people, victims of St. Louis’ draconian cash bail system, were released from custody with the money. In its 
actions, the assembly: 

 Approved “The Gospel from St. Louis,” prepared by the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy. 

 Initiated the arduous process of possibly including Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail” in the Book of Confessions. 

 Strongly condemned “the unjust, racist disparagement of people and entire nations” and committed 
the PC(USA) to “a collective effort to solve the real problems facing our nation and the world.” 

 Changed the church’s nomenclature from “racial ethnic people” to “people of color” and the name of 
the Advocacy Committee for Racial Ethnic Concerns to the Racial Equity Advocacy Committee. 

 Called for an immediate moratorium on the imposition of the death penalty and for the commutation 
of all death sentences to sentences of life imprisonment. 

 Authorized a five-member task group with a black women majority to raise awareness of issues 
adversely affecting black girls and women in society and the church, and to develop action plans to 
address those issues. 

 Affirmed and celebrated the “full dignity and humanity” and gifts of people of all gender identities and 
sexual orientations. 

Immigration: Following on statements issued by General Assembly Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson, II, 
the assembly called upon the federal government to end family separations at the U.S.-Mexico border, to 
immediately reunite parents with their children, to inform every parent where their children are being 
held and their condition, to stop using separation of children from their parents as a tactic to force 
criminal confessions; and called upon Presbyterians to support immigrant families, particularly parents 
and their separated children in any ways they can. The assembly also addressed war, violence, and human 
rights in Central America (particularly Nicaragua), South Sudan, Yemen, Syria, Madagascar, and the 
Korean Peninsula. 

Gun Violence: The assembly reaffirmed previous General Assembly policies designed to reduce gun 
violence, called all Presbyterians to pray for a movement of the Spirit to engage Presbyterians in 
nationwide actions to prevent gun violence, and urged them to create opportunities to study the issue of 
gun violence, with an emphasis on resources produced by the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. 

Paid Family Leave: After long debate in both committee and plenary, the assembly referred to a task 
force to report back to the 224th General Assembly (2020) proposed actions to develop denomination-
wide standards and financial support mechanisms for paid family leave for church workers. 

Congregational Leadership: The assembly rejected, by margin of 425-57, an overture from the 

Presbytery of Monmouth that would have allowed congregations to elect and ordain ruling elders without 

requiring them to serve on session. The proposal was designed to provide more lay leadership in a church 

that is changing—leadership, for instance, for new worshiping communities, immigrant fellowships, and 

other nontraditional faith communities. 

Highlights of Actions of the 223rd General Assembly (2018) 
(continued) 



Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship after Worship 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  
Sundays  Special Needs Troop  #927 2:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 6:00-7:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene Choir Practice 7:30—9:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.-7:30 pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Fridays   Church of the Nazarene 7:30 pm -9:30 p.m.—2:00 a.m. 
Saturday  Alcoholic Anonymous Svc. Mtg. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

 

     1 

2 22nd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Communion Sunday 

10:30 am Worship Service  

 

 

3 

Office Closed 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal  

7:30 pm 

 

7 8 

9 23rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 

 

Special Music: Jared 

Denhard 

10 

Project Linus 

9:30 am 

Women’s  

Group 

12:30 pm 

11 

Session  

6:30 pm 

 

12 13 14 15 

 

16  24th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 
 

 

17 18  

 

19 

Newsletter Deadline 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

Sarah’s 
Hope  

2-5  pm 

23  25th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

      

 
Pastor Shannon—Vacation 

Pastor Shannon—Vacation 



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 

Anniversaries 

9/5       Scott Kern 

9/10 Whitney Benzak 

9/14 John Walter 

9/15 Noble Pribble 

9/17 Jennefer Thomas 

9/18 Betty Wirtz 

9/22 Phill Bednarik 

9/26 Ken Hutcherson 

 Ron Baldwin 

9/9      Deb & Steve Miller 

9/13 Barb & Bill Crow 

9/24 Glinda & Rene Florendo 

9/29 Kathy & Kim Aspden 

None this month 

ASSIGNMENTS 

2018 September  

USHERS/ 

GREETERS 

9/2      

9/9     

9/16             

9/23 

9/30 

SERVERS 9/2           

LITURGIST 9/9    

 

VAN 

DRIVERS 

9/2    Bill Kobokovich 

9/9    Butch Zink 

9/16  Bob Hensley  

9/23  Butch Zink 

9/30  Jerry DeBoer 

Why not become more involved in 

Worship?   Sign up to be an usher/

greeter, liturgist or server.  Sign 

up sheets are on the table in the 

hallway. 

Everlasting God, strengthen and sustain 
 all those who volunteer in our churches; 

that with patience and understanding  
they may love and care for Your people; 

and grant that together they may follow Jesus Christ, 
offering to You their gifts and talents; 

through Him who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



 

Pulpitshenanigans 

Ashland Presbyterian Church  

116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, MD  21030 


