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LOVE, LOVE, LOVE 

 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It 

does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7   

 

In our culture today we love everything. I did a search for the word love on the 

Internet and over 5 million sites came up.  Some of them were referring to finding 

love; some of them to other things our culture loves: dogs, cats, cheese, and pasta.  

But I have to tell you; I was hard pressed to find something about God in that 

search on love.  I thought I had found it on the 13th page of search results, but it 

turned out it was a delivery service. 

 

The truth of the matter is that when we think about love, God is not necessarily the 

first thing that pops into our minds.  And why is that I wonder?  In February every 

year we celebrate love.  On February 14th more couples get engaged than on any 

other day, the flower business is booming, and candy can’t stay on the shelves of 

stores. 

 

So is that what love is? Diamonds, Flowers, and Candy? I don’t think so (but don’t 

tell my husband I said that!).  You see when Paul said love is patient and kind Paul 

was not referring to a love between two people, Paul was referring to our 

relationship with God.  God’s love is patient and kind, God’s love bears all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things- not human love. 

 

Sometimes I think we expect too much of ourselves, we expect our relationships 

with each other to be perfect, and they are not.  But that does not mean we stop 

celebrating love, and it does not mean we stop working at our human relationship. 

 

We have a challenge before us.  We cannot take love too light-heartedly; love is 

not a word to be tossed around with pasta and cheese.  Love is something that we 

have to work at in human relationships, and yet we need to remember that love is 

something we already have from God. 

 

If there is a void in your life and a need for love, then God is there patiently 

waiting to fill it, because God is love and love is patient.  So I ask that throughout 

this month of love we remember where our source of true love comes from.  I ask 

that God’s love be in abundance for us and that we remember to thank God for that 

constant love. 

 

 

       Peace and Grace to you all, 

       Pastor Shannon 
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Community—“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.”     1 Peter 4: 8 

Hi Folks, 
 

Just a short note from me this month as we are still slowing down a bit from the very busy season of Advent and 
Christmas! 
 

Families of Youth: Don’t forget those who have signed up will be away on our Winter Retreat February14-16th at 
River Valley Ranch! 
 

Families of Pre-K through 2nd graders: Please know that for the remainder of the school year, our two younger 
Sunday School classes will be combined and will meet in the regular Pre-K & K class. 
 

Teachers: Here is our rotating schedule for February and March… 
 

   February       March 
Pre-K – 2nd Grade: Kim Ciemian, Amy Rudai & Dave Droski  Pre-K– 2nd: Whitney Benzak & Lisa Droski 
3rd-5th Grade: Dick Uhler      3rd-5th Grade: Amy Rudai & Dave Droski 
 

Also, we’re already planning for the 2014-15 Sunday School year so if you can take a month to teach please contact 
me, KatieCashin@Gmail.com. We would love to have you join our wonderful Christian Education committee! 
 

Thanks everyone and be well, 
Katie 

Now that the holidays are behind us, we are looking forward to learning about winter 

weather. The children will discover how cold affects people and animals, how some 

animals hibernate and how each snowflake is unique just as they are. There will also be 

a time for teddy bear tea parties. 
 

We are beginning to schedule tours for the next school year. It seems a little more 

promising than it did last year in the child care twos and the T,Th 3s. At least we have 

more appointments scheduled. That doesn’t guarantee registrations but at least people 

are interested in visiting. The teachers are also talking to parents about placement 

for currently enrolled children for next year. 
 

We have completed out hat and mitten drive and the items have been delivered to the Towson Church 

Outreach. There were not many contributions but the outreach is grateful for anything they get. During 

February, we will sponsor a Pajama Day. All the children will have the privilege of wearing P.J.s to school if 

they donate a bedtime item for the children at St. Vincent’s. 

CELEBRATING PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
             Best Book Club EVER!!   
If you are an Ashland Presbyterian Church woman, you are invited to our 

Bible Study/Fellowship the 2nd Monday, September through May, at 12:30 
p.m. The APC Presbyterian Women support the washing/social mission contributions sent to 
Cabaiguan, Cuba, the Prayer Shawl Ministry, Sarah’s Hope, etc. etc. Share this fellowship with APC 

women and enjoy the 2013-14 Bible Study, An Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in Exodus and 
Deuteronomy, Contact Susan Williams, Moderator, at 410-785-6955, for additional information.  
 

On the Calendar for Presbyterian Women: 

Monday, February 10, 2014,  An Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy, 
Overview of Lessons 4,5 & 6 at the home of Bonnie Clarke. 

mailto:KatieCashin@Gmail.com


The Ashland Church Family 

     CARES … Update from the Ashland Angels 

 
Happy New Year dear friends. Here's to a year filled with good health  and 

good memories. 
 

Good News!  Thanks to Sarah Beckwith and her cooking crew, we once again have some yummy meals 

in our kitchen freezer to share with our APC friends in need.  Thank you Sarah, Kim Bednarik, Margie 

Berlin, Emily Wheeler, Cerys Beckwith and friends...Julia and Molly.  Your time and effort is greatly 

appreciated. 
 

Please let me know if you, or someone you know, could use some help  from the Ashland Angels.  We 

are happy to provide a meal, plan a visit, send a card, make a phone call or do whatever is needed. 

 

          Love and blessings...                                                    

           Penny DeBoer 
 

                        Have courage for the great sorrows of life; and patience for the small ones;  

    and when  you have accomplished your daily task,  go to sleep in peace.  

               God is awake. 

Mission—“I have given you an example to follow.  Do as I have done to you.” John 13: 15 

San Fermin is not an album of 
singles but rather a sweeping, 
full-bodied listen with multiple 
distinct peaks and ambitious 
thematic connections. Ellis 
Ludwig-Leone composed all of 
the album’s arrangements and 

lyrics in full prior to collaborating and 
recording, noting that “writing for a large 
group of unknown musicians infused the 
writing process with a kind of operatic 
scope." San Fermin was released 8/17/13 
on Downtown Records. http://
sanferminband.com 

Special Music on February 
9th at the 11:00 a.m. service 
will be HEIDI DEWALLY, 
Oboist.  Heidi holds a 
Bachelor’s of Musical Arts in 
Oboe Performance as well as 
a Masters in Business 
Administration from the University of 
Oklahoma. Heidi and her family moved 
to our area from Wisconsin. Heidi was an 
active player and teacher in both 
Oklahoma and Wisconsin. She also 
teaches group exercise classes at Brick 
Bodies in addition to keeping up with her 
daughter. 

The Deacons are requesting VOLUNTEERS to step-up and sign up to host coffee hours and 

special church family fellowship events through the end of this year.  A fellowship calendar 
and sign-up sheet is located on the hall table.  
 

Folks are encouraged to get creative and take charge of events that THEY want to see 

happen.  Some events have already been scheduled, but the rest of the calendar will 
remain blank until dates are reserved and task teams formed.  
 

 Got questions?  Feel free to contact JoAnn Ruther at 443-212-5161or 

jruther47@gmail.com.   

http://sanferminband.com
http://sanferminband.com
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ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  Please contact 

the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or corrections for the database. 

  

2/03 Amy Cavolo 

2/08 Drew Wagner 

2/16 Karen Hensley 

2/24 Mike Benzak 

2/26    Mary Jo Kern 

2/28     Sandy St. Germain 
 

 2/20 

Jerry and Penny DeBoer 
 

 

 

HELP MAKE CHURCH HAPPEN! 

Volunteer today for one of these essential jobs! 

Y 
 

O 
 

U 

 

LITURGISTS –  lead the printed Call to Worship, read the First Scripture Lesson, 

receive the Offering and pray the Prayer of Dedication  
 

USHERS – prepare and restore sanctuary before and after worship.  Insure that 

other assignments are covered.  Assist with seating, distribution of prayer cards and 

any other needs of the congregation.  CONTACT:  Carla Ulgen or Jacquie Sasser 
 

GREETERS – cheerfully greet worshippers and hand-out bulletins, introduce 

themselves to visitors and give them a Welcome Packet.   
   

VAN DRIVERS – pick-up and return worshippers from Broadmead Retirement 

Community.  Training required.  CONTACT: Bill Kobokovich  

LITURGISTS 11:00 am GREETERS/USHERS VAN DRIVERS 

2/2 

2/9 Priscillia Barrett 

2/16 

2/23 JoAnn Ruther 

2/2 Bob & Karen Hensley 

2/9 Deb & Steve Miller 

2/16 Amy & Pat Rudai 

2/23 Dave & Lisa Droski 

2/2 Butch Zink 

2/9 Kim Bednarik 

2/16 Bill Kobokovich 

2/23 Bob Hensley 

To the congregation at Ashland,  
We cannot thank you enough for the generous Christmas gift for me and my family.  Thank you so 
much for your generosity. With it I bought my new black robe (one that actually fits!).  Your gratitude 
and Spirit never ceases to amaze us. 
 

Thank you again! Pastor Shannon 

 
 

Ashland Congregation, 

It really made us smile.  Thank you very much for the generous Christmas gift you gave to us.  

Your kindness and thoughtfulness was very much appreciated. 
 

Rick and Terry Gonzales 

 
Dear Ashland Family, 
I just can’t express how your thoughtfulness always touches my heart.  I just want to thank 
you for the generous Christmas gift. 
 
Debbie 



Early Worship  
9:00 am 

 
Christian Education Classes   

10:00 am 
 

Worship 11:00 am 

WEEKLY EVENTS ... Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting 8:30 pm 

                 Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30pm   

         Chancel Choir—8:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
Presbyterian Gathering 
Towson Pres. Church 

9-4 p.m. 

2  4th Sun. after Epiphany 3 
         
         

        Project Linus 
 9:30 a.m. 

4 5 6 7 8 

9  5th Sun. after Epiphany 
 

2nd Sunday Discussion of 
Hope 

 
2nd Sunday Special Music 

Heidi Dewally  
 

10 
 

Women’s Group 
12:30 p.m. 

11 
 

Session Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 14 
 

YOUTH WINTER 
RETREAT 

 
 

15 
 

YOUTH WINTER 
RETREAT 

16 6th Sun. after Epiphany 
 
 
YOUTH WINTER RETREAT 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 19 20 21 22 
 

Sarah’s Hope 
2-5 p.m. 

23  7th Sun. after Epiphany 24 25 
 

Committee Night 
6:30 p.m. 

26 27 28  
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Ashland Presbyterian Church 
116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030-1950 
So many choices, so little time … 

People from all over Baltimore Presbytery are 
 

GATHERING 
 

Saturday, February 1, 2014 

10:00am-4:00pm 

Towson Presbyterian Church 
 

FOR 
 

Dynamic worship (“… gettin’ outside the comfort zone!”) 

Crystal ball gazing (into the future with our new General Presbyter) 

Some REALLY “far out” workshops: 

Take a Presbyterian pilgrimage … Social Media 101 … Elders as spiritual leaders (imagine that!) … “doing” mission vs 

“being” the mission … loving good and doing justice … bringing generations together … finding faith on campus … 

prayer walkin’ … AND EIGHT MORE!  Morning and afternoon sessions, with optional lunch in the middle.  
 

EVERYBODY! 
 

For full details or to register online, go to www.baltimorepresbytery.org … or contact JoAnn Ruther at 443-212-5161 or 

jruther47@gmail.com. 

http://www.baltimorepresbytery.org
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