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Advent is a season of waiting and preparing, preparing for the birth of the savior, 
Jesus, who came as a baby and whose birth we celebrate each year.  We 
celebrate the spiritual birth and honor his work in our hearts on Christmas; it is a 
most sacred time of year. 
 

Each year I write or say something like this from the pulpit, and I admit, I do not 
connect with it. Yes, I have two children and I know what it is to wait and prepare 
for the coming of a child.  I also LOVE Christmas (in the secular sense). I love 
decorating and presents, both giving and receiving- I'm not going to lie. I love 
crazy sweaters and people's "cheer" and parties where we dress up in clothes 
that sparkle. 
 

I love it all. 
 

But I, like most people who celebrate Christmas, want to skip right over 
preparation and hold the baby.  I want to sing Carols of the birth, not of the 
coming. I want to skip right to the light and forget the darkness. When waiting for a 
child to be born there is so much unknown, so much uncontrollable mystery. The 
sex of the baby is always the first question asked, then the due date. And the 
annoying question that I always got was, do you think it'll have red hair? As if I 
knew the answer... 
 

As the expectant parent, grandparent, or friend we wonder.  Will she be healthy? 
What is something happens to him? What if something happens to me? Will I be a 
good parent? And this is just the beginning. 
 

If we skip over these very real and very scary questions, we are ignoring God. 
God is just as present in the preparation. 
 

Christmas Eve is often everyone's "favorite" service of the year. But when asked 
why it is not easily articulated. It's the same story, same music, same candles 
every year, what makes it so special? 
 

I believe what we cannot articulate is that Christmas Eve is the ritualization of the 
light meeting the darkness.  For a few brief moments, everything is good, we tell 
the story of the birth, there are angels and shepherds, but then the lights go out. 
The words of darkness and watery chaos come, then the light of the word enters 
and the darkness could not overcome it. 
 

This is the best news we have to share. The story of God through Jesus Christ 
has been summed up in many ways, but all the love, grace, mercy, faith, hope- 
can be summed up in this one verse. 
 

The darkness, (cannot, will not, and) did not overcome the light. 
 

The light of the world is coming this season, and we do need to adequately 
prepare. But we cannot ignore the darkness that comes with preparation, we 
cannot skip the tough, uncontrollable questions that come to us in the dark, for 
God is there too, ready to show us the way into the light. 
 
                                  Pastor Shannon 
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(Presbyterian) WOMEN 

CELEBRATING PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

Best Book Club EVER!!   
 

If you are an Ashland Presbyterian Church woman, you are invited to our Bible Study/

Fellowship the 2nd Monday, September through May, at 12:30 p.m. The APC Presbyterian 

Women support the washing/social mission contributions sent to Cabaiguan, Cuba, the Prayer 

Shawl Ministry, Sarah’s Hope, etc. etc. Share this fellowship with APC women and enjoy the 

2013-14 Bible Study, An Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy, 

Contact Susan Williams, Moderator, at 410-785-6955, for additional information.  

 

On the Calendar for Presbyterian Women: 

Monday, December 9, 2013,  An Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in Exodus and 

Deuteronomy, Lesson 4, Bible Study for 2013-14 at the home of JoAnn Ruther. 

Monday, January 13, 2014,  An Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in Exodus and 

Deuteronomy, Lesson 5, Bible Study for 2013-14 at the home of Susan Williams. 

 

Sigur Ros is an Icelandic post-rock band with a penchant for 

soundscape. Their latest record “Kveikur” is a piercing emotional 

sword. There is new energy in these songs. The dissonance is 

unsettling, but delivered with enough signature, transcendent beauty 

to make this recording a redemptive masterpiece. Kveikur was 

released on XL 6/18/13. http://www.sigur-ros.co.uk 

YOU’RE INVITED! 

The 44th Annual Advent Tryst 

First Presbyterian Church 

224 No. Main Street, Bel Air, M.D. 

Tuesday, December 3, 2013 

Registration and Coffee at 10:30 a.m. 

Speaker from Sen. Bob Hooper Hospice House 

Please bring a covered dish to share for the luncheon meal. 

http://www.sigur-ros.co.uk


Community—“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.”     1 Peter 4: 8 

Ashland Families, 
 
After the start of a new school year, the excitement of Halloween costumes, and stuffing ourselves with turkey, 
we have landed in the season of advent. During these days before Christmas it’s easy to get caught up in the 
busyness both in and outside of church. So while I of course hope that you will join us for Kids’ Club and Youth 
Group on December 8th, our Pancakes for Peace Breakfast and Christmas Cantata on December 15th, and our 
informal Christmas Eve service at 5:00 p.m. on December 24, I also hope that in these sacred, not-so-silent 
times your family will be able to come together and feel the peace that can sometimes be hidden by the rush 
and run pace of the holidays. To help your family pause and take time together, please enjoy and share these 
advent dinner prayers copied from Julie B. Sevig’s book, “Peanut Butter and Jelly Prayers.”   
 
Peace, Katie 
 
Week 1: 
God of light, we thank you for this season of Advent- this time of waiting and watching. 
You are with us in our waking and in our sleeping.  
Bless this food and bless these days as we prepare for you. 
Come Lord Jesus, come among us. Amen 
Table talk: What’s something for which you’ve had to wait? 
 
Week 2: 
Thank you, God, for being with us in all our preparations. 
Like John the Baptist, we also prepare the way of the Lord. 
We pray that all would be filled with the food of this earth. 
Come Lord Jesus, fill us with hope and joy. Amen. 
Table talk: As we prepare for Christmas, for what do you hope? 
 
Week 3: 
God of hope and healing, you bring good news to all people, 
chasing away sadness and giving comfort and peace. 
Come Lord Jesus, like streams in a desert. 
Bless this meal and make us mindful of your faithfulness. Amen. 
Table Talk: Tell about a time when you were given good news. 
 
Week 4: 
God of Mary and Elizabeth, 
you fill the hungry with good things and offer mercy to the meek. 
As we eat this food, remind us, too, that nothing is impossible with God. 
Come, O come, Immanuel, God with us. Amen. 
Table talk: Mary was told that her baby’s name would be Jesus. What do you know about your name? 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER…... 
 

December 1: All classes meet regularly to celebrate the first Sunday of Advent! 

December 8: All classes meet regularly to celebrate the second Sunday of Advent! 

December 15: Pancakes for Peace breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. 
No Sunday School December 22 or December 29. 



Mission—“I have given you an example to follow.  Do as I have done to you.” John 13: 15 

Don’t be a Scrooge … come and make merry! 
 

Hospitality is at the core of a joyous Christmas season, and the Ashland Church family will have many 
ways to share the joy this year!  !  From the annual Hanging of the Greens  on November 24th to our final 
service of the year at Sarah’s Hope on December 28th, the church calendar is full of great opportunities 
to serve AND celebrate together.  Right in the middle of it all is a favorite night out for the grown-ups in 
the family: 
 
THE ANNUAL APC ADULTS XMAS PARTY (and “goofy re-gift exchange”) 
 

WHERE:  “Timely Manor” - the home of JoAnn & Neil Ruther 
   1915 Monkton Rd., in the heart of historic Monkton Village 
 

WHEN:  Friday, December 13, 2013 * 7-10:00 p.m. 
 

WHAT (exactly): GREAT FOOD! 
   Our hosts will provide baked ham, roasted shrimp & libations 
   Guests are asked to bring an appetizer or dessert to serve 12 
 

   MUSIC & LAUGHTER! 
   Piano & multiple guitars provided – guests bring their own 
   instruments of choice, or just their voices. 
   Each guest also brings a small gift to exchange – hopefully 
   something you’ve been dying to get rid of anyway (maybe 
   something YOU got at the party last year!)  Money is no 
   object, ‘cause we don’t plan to spend any. 
 

HOW:   Sign-up on the sheet in the church hallway before the 13th. 
   Call JoAnn at 443-212-5161, or email at jruther47@gmail.com 
   if you have questions or suggestions. Directions will be posted.  

The children have been learning about healthy nutrition and how to plan 
a balanced meal. Soon they will be preparing Thanksgiving “feasts” and 
learning all about the first Thanksgiving. It’s a busy time of  year but the 
children have settled in beautifully and are ready for new projects. As 
December approaches, the children will anxiously await the arrival of  
Christmas. It’s always a busy, exciting time at Ashland with lots of  
seasonal crafts, gift making, and baking. The building takes on a red and 
green hue and the anticipation puts us all in the mood to celebrate. The 
children will begin to write lists to Santa, and promise to be good. They 

will start to understand that they, too, can be part of  the giving. In their own way, children 
can make a significant impact on their families and friends. They can begin to help those who 
have less and learn that it is the spirit of  the season that brings joy and peace. 
 
As the holiday season approaches, we wish the Ashland family a joyful and peaceful  
Christmas. 

mailto:jruther47@gmail.com


The Ashland Church Family 

     CARES … Update from the Ashland Angels 

 
Wishing you all peace, patience and energy during this holiday season. 
 

Thank you to Sandy Loseman for Care Team Card duty during the month of  November.  
Thanks as well to those of  you "special Angels" who send out cards, make calls and take the 
time to visit on a regular basis.  Your kind deeds are greatly appreciated, especially during the 
holiday season. 
 

Merry Christmas and God Bless you all.... 
Penny Deboer 

 

                             This is the great mystery of  Christmas that continues 
                                   to give us comfort and consolation; we are not alone 
                                           on our journey.  The God of  love who gave us life 
                                                   sent his only Son to be with us at all times 
                                                            and in all places........ 

SARAH’S HOPE 

 
Help women and children in need by picking up some of the basic items listed below on your 

next shopping trip! 

 

Bread     Paper cups    Fruit cups  

Fresh fruit    Paper Plates   Band Aids 

Breakfast bars   Toothbrushes & paste  Cookies 

Pop tarts    Shampoo    Plastic ware 

Cereal    Deodorant    First Aid kits 

Instant oatmeal   Dove Soap    Towels and wash clothes 

Canned fruit (big cans)  Liquid Soap    Napkins 

Shelf-stable milk   Lotion    Twin Sheets 

Peanut butter and jelly  Feminine Hygiene products 

Soup and stews (big cans) Razors 

Frozen hot dogs     Baby wipes 

Frozen hamburgers  Diapers 

Hot dog & hamburger rolls Formula 

Granola bars   Laundry Detergent 

Graham crackers   Aspirin 

        



PROJECT LINUS … chiming in for the holidays! 
 

Since 2004 the Baltimore Chapter of PROJECT LINUS has had its 

headquarters here at Ashland Church, with several APC members 

serving as chapter coordinators.  Project Linus is a nationwide 

organization that provides beautiful, handmade blankets, quilts and 

comforters to sick, traumatized and homeless children, in the U.S. and 

around the world.  The Baltimore Chapter has received and 

distributed up to 200 blankets each month to children being treated or 

housed at medical facilities and shelters in Baltimore City, and in Baltimore and Harford 

Counties.  The blankets are made by over 100 different individual “banketeers”, and by 

members of more than 50 church, civic, educational, business and other groups throughout the 

area.  Once each month about 12 stalwart “regulars” – most from area churches, including 

Ashland – meet to sort, label, pack and deliver the blankets.  Staff members at the various 

facilities we serve see to it that every child receives a blanket of his or her own, to treasure 

forever – and some really do seem to last that long!  Among those facilities are:  Mercy 

Medical Center, U. of MD/St. Joseph Medical Center – NICU, Mt. Washington Children’s 

Hospital, Sinai Hospital, Ronald McDonald House, Johns Hopkins’ Children’s House, Upper 

Chesapeake Medical Center Pediatrics Unit, U. of MD Shock/Trauma Center, Kennedy 

Krieger, Sarah’s Hope Women’s and Children’s Shelter, The Humanitarian/Loving Arms youth 

outreach programs, Heartland Hospice Grief Camps – and more, as special needs arise. 

 

New Project Linus volunteers of all ages are always needed and welcomed, and don’t even 

need to sew, quilt, knit or crochet!  No-sew fleece blankets are very popular, and can be made 

from as little as one yard of colorful, inexpensive material that comes in many fun, kid-friendly 

designs.   Information and patterns for making all kinds of blankets can be found on the PL 

website: www.projectlinus.org - OR – just come to one of our Baltimore Chapter workshops on 

the first Monday of the month at 9:30am, in the APC Fellowship Hall.  We’ll be glad to show 

you how it’s done! 

 

Finally, current Chapter Coordinator JoAnn Ruther will be relinquishing that role at the end of 

this year.   A new Chapter Coordinator has already stepped up, and her name will be announced 

when the transition is complete in January.  She is not an APC member, but our own Kathy 

Nicht will continue to serve as coordinator of facilities and volunteers, so the transition should 

be seamless. 

 

ALL the members of the Baltimore Project Linus Team want to express our tremendous 

gratitude to everyone at Ashland Presbyterian Church for hosting and supporting our chapter 

for the past 9 years, and into the future.  May you have a joyous Advent and Christmas season, 

and a happy, healthy and WARM New Year! 

http://www.projectlinus.org


Celebration—“Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; celebrate His lovely name with music.”     Psalm 135: 3 

We always look forward during the Christmas season to the festive music of 
Brass Reflections.  They will perform on December 22nd at the 11:00am 
service. The Brass Quintet is composed of CHRIS BENNETT, trumpet; TOM 
EDGE, trumpet, LESLIE WHARTON, French horn; MIKE WIRTANEN, trombone 
and Director JIM WHARTON. They are all accomplished musicians and we are 
very pleased to have them share their talents with us.     
  
 On January 12th, Saxophonist, Kenny Baik will provide the Special Music on 
January12th. Kenny is a newcomer to our program and a friend of Yeri's. 

Kenny earned his Bachelor's degree from the University of Georgia and is currently pursuing a 
Master of Performance Degree in Saxophone from the Peabody Conservatory.  From 2004 -2007 
Kenny was a member of the Marine Corps Band where he performed over 150 concerts a year, 
presenting Classical, Jazz and Dixieland repertoire for diverse audiences.  He teaches and 
performs  in the mid-Atlantic area.  Kenny also has served as Music Director and worship leader in 
many churches.  He is actively composing Contemporary Christian Music and released his first 
albumin 2010, Created for His Praise. 
  

                

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, December 7, 2013 from noon 
until 2:00 p.m. for our Ladies' Tea and Ornament Exchange.  We are very 
excited that this year's event will be held at Broadmead!  A delicious lunch 
will be catered by Broadmead's Executive Chef in the beautiful, serene 
parlor of the historic Holly House with the always-fun ornament exchange 
to follow.  The approximate cost will be $20.00 per person.  Please see 
Julee Ward or Bonnie Cox if you have any questions.  Sign up in the church 

hall by December 1st if you can join us. 

 DAY DATE TIME FUNCTION  LOCATION 

Saturday Dec 7th 12-2 p.m. Christmas Tea & Ornament Exchange Broadmead 

Holly House 

Friday Dec 13th 7-10 p.m. Adult Christmas Party Ruthers’ Home 



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  Please contact 

the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or corrections for the database. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

HELP MAKE CHURCH HAPPEN! 

Volunteer today for one of these 

essential jobs! 

Y 
 

O 
 

U 

 

LITURGISTS –  lead the printed Call to Worship, read the First Scripture Lesson, 

receive the Offering and pray the Prayer of Dedication  
 

USHERS – prepare and restore sanctuary before and after worship.  Insure that 

other assignments are covered.  Assist with seating, distribution of prayer cards and 

any other needs of the congregation.  CONTACT:  Carla Ulgen or Jacquie Sasser 
 

GREETERS – cheerfully greet worshippers and hand-out bulletins, introduce 

themselves to visitors and give them a Welcome Packet.   
   

VAN DRIVERS – pick-up and return worshippers from Broadmead Retirement 

Community.  Training required.  CONTACT: Bill Kobokovich  

    DECEMBER  
12/3 Jerry DeBoer  
 Kathy Nicht  
12/4 Will Nassau  
12/10 Cathy Griffiths 
12/12 Joy Standiford  
 Don Williams  
12/17 Kim Bednarik  
12/19 Greg Merrill 
12/22 Bob Hensley 
 Dick Uhler 
12/23 Gene Ruhl 
12/24 Bill McDonald 
 Natalie Wagner 
12/28 Barbara Porter 
12/29 Vinny Mendel 
 Luke Wagner 
 

JANUARY 
1/4 Elysa Braverman 
1/8 Dan Aspden 
1/10 Cerys Beckwith 
1/12 Sue Ruhl 
1/15 Andrew Bednarik 
1/18 Will Sasser 
1/21 Butch Zink 
1/22 Brenda Holland 
1/23 Trish Deimel 
1/25 Zachary Ciemian 
1/26     Morgan Hensley 
1/27 Elyssa Ruth 
1/28 Betty Grubb 
1/31 Kathy Aspden 
 Michael Coradi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 
12/10 Butch & Marcie Zink 
12/20 Jim & Sandy St. Germain 
12/31 Thomas & Sarah Beckwith 
 
 

LITURGISTS 11:00 am USHERS VAN DRIVERS 

12/1 JoAnn Ruther 

12/8  

12/15 Cantata 

12/22 Sandy Losemann 

12/29 JoAnn Ruther 

 

1/5 

1/12 

1/19 

1/26 

December 

12/1 Amy & Pat Rudai 

12/8 Steve & Deb Miller 

12/15 Lisa & Dave  Droski 

12/22 Gary Shockey & Nancy Starr 

12/29 Carla & Bill Kobokovich 
 

January 

1/5 Marlene Uhler & Kim Bednarik 

1/12 Priscilla Barrett & Julee Ward 

1/19 Bob & Dawn Habicht 

1/26 Debbie Modisette  & Cathy Griffiths 

12/1 Bill Kobokovich 

12/8 Will Meacham 

12/15 Kim Bednarik 

12/22 Jerry DeBoer 

12/29 Noble Pribble 

 

1/5 Bill Kobokovich 

1/12 Bob Hensley 

1/19 Jerry DeBoer 

1/26 Noble Pribble 



 

 

 
 

 
Early Worship 9:00 am 

Christian Education Classes  10:00 am 
Worship 11:00 am 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS ... Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting 8:30 pm 

                 Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30pm   

         Chancel Choir—8:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 
 

Poinsettia Deadline 

2 
Project Linus 
9:30 a.m. 

3 4 5 6 7 
Ladies Tea and  

Ornament Exchange 
Noon at Broadmead 

8 
 
Kids Club—4:30 p.m. 
Youth Group—5:30 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

9 
Women’s Grp. 
12:30 p.m. 

10 
Session 6:30 p.m. 

11 12 13 
 

 
 

Adult  Christmas 
Party 

 7-10 p.m.  
@ the Ruthers’ home 

14 

15  ONE SERVICE—11 a.m. 
 
Pancakes for Peace—10 am 

Christmas Cantata 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  

BRASS REFLECTIONS 

23 24 
Family Friendly 

Service 
5 p.m. 

 
Traditional Service 

7 p.m. 

25 26 27 28 
 
SARAH’S HOPE 2-5 pm. 

29 
 

ONE SERVICE—11 a.m. 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

30 31 1/1 
 
CHURCH OFFICES 

CLOSED 

2 3 4 

5 
 
 

6 
 
Project Linus 
9:30 a.m. 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 
 
Adult SS 10 a.m. 
Kids Club—4:30 p.m. 
Youth Group—5:30 p.m.  

13 
 
Women’s Grp 
12:30 p.m. 

14 
 
Session—6:30 p.m. 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 
Church Offices 

Closed 

21 22 23 24 25 
 
SARAH’S HOPE 2-5 pm. 

26 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MTG. 

27 28 
Committee Night 
6:30 p.m. 

29 30 31  



 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 
116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030-1950 

COME AND WORSHIP….. 
  December 1st —1st Sunday of Advent—Communion 

Early Service 9:00 a.m. ~ Worship 11:00 a.m. 
 

December 8h—2nd Sunday of Advent 
Early Service at 9:00 a.m. ~ Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Kid’s Club—4:30 –6:30 p.m. ~ Youth Group 5:30—7:30 p.m. 
 

December 15th—3rd Sunday of Advent 
Pancakes for Peace Party for Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Cantata ~ One Service at 11:00 a.m. 
 

December 22rd—4th Sunday of Advent 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

“Special Music” at 11:00 a.m. with the “Brass Reflections” 
 

Tuesday, December 24th—Christmas Eve 
5:00 p.m.—Family Worship 

7:00 p.m.—Traditional Worship 
 

Sunday, December 29th—1st Sunday after Christmas 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

One Service at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 5th—Celebration of Epiphany ~ Communion 
Early Service ~ 9:00 a.m.    Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.  


