
SEPTEMBER 2014 

To my Ashland friends and family,  

 

As you all know, it has been a long and difficult summer for me and my family. I 

wanted to take a moment to thank you for all your support and love. I wrote a 

portion of this in a blog post at the beginning of my separation. You all are such a 

wonderful foundation for me and my children and I cannot thank you enough. 

 

When I was in Atlanta in July my Doctorate of Ministry class asked me to preach 

for our chapel service, as we planned we chose this text from Isaiah: 

 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a 

new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and 

the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to 

my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare 

my praise. ~Isaiah 43:18-21 

 

I have a great community in Ashland, friends, and the support of family, both blood 

relation and not. However, this is a difficult, vulnerable, and very raw time in my 

life. Everything has changed, and over the next year of this separation and 

impending divorce everything will continue to change. I beg for your patience and 

mercy as your pastor. 

 

Isaiah’s message is that God is doing a new thing. For me, a new thing is definitely 

happening, I don’t know if God is doing it or not, but it is happening. However, my 

faith tells me that God is always doing, reforming, “working” on me. But what is 

provocative about this text is – notice where the new thing is… it’s in the wilderness 

and the desert. 

 

It’s in a difficult place. We like to lift up a “new thing” as if it is the salvation from 

the old thing, but there’s a part of me that really liked that old thing. I was 

comfortable there. I liked being married, I liked my family, no it wasn’t perfect, but 

I was happy and wanted it to work. 

 

Maybe this “new thing” is for the best, although I admit, I can’t quite perceive that 

yet, or maybe I just need to believe that. But right now I am tired and thirsty in the 

desert. Right now I am cold and lost in the wilderness. 

 

God will make a path, and God will make the waters come, Isaiah says. Because sin 

and death does not have the last word, because I will not sit in this darkness forever, 

because I believe in a God of resurrection, a God of a new thing, even when I cannot 

yet perceive it. 

 

Thank you; again, for your love and support, I would be lost in the desert without 

you. 

 

        With love,  

        Pastor Shannon 
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Welcome back! It’s a new school year and we are excited to be back in our Sunday School classes and hearing 

about everyone’s summer adventures. We know that beginning something new can raise feelings of both 

excitement and worry for children and youth so as your family starts out this school year,  know that our teachers 

and staff are here as a support and resource for any questions, concerns, or curiosities you may have! 

 

We will be officially kicking things off on September 7 at 10 a.m. Kids and families will have a chance to 

reconnect and get to see their classrooms and meet their teachers. 

 

And on Sunday September 14 our Kids Club and Youth Group will meet at Ashland from 5:00-7:00 PM. 

 

Also, make sure to check out what we’re up to in worship. You may notice something different about our time 

with the children… 

 

If you have questions about any of our family ministry activities and efforts, please contact me at 

KatieCashin@Gmail.com. 

 

Be well, 

Katie 

The summer has passed by quickly since I began working as 

the Director of the preschool.  I am enjoying my new role 

and preparations for the upcoming school year.  This 

summer has been filled with fun activities for the children 

such as water days, pajama day, a summer picnic with hot 

dogs, and a movie day with pizza and popcorn.  The children 

learned about summer foods, ocean creatures, camping, and the beach. 

 

The quiet of the summer program will soon change because the nursery program will be back in 

session.  Most of the classes are full except for the child care 3’s and the afternoon pilot.  

People are arriving on a daily basis to join our program, so I am hopeful the numbers for these 

classes will rise.  Anyone who knows of families looking for child care, please have them contact 

us. 

 

We have been busy over the summer making some renovations to the preschool.  The biggest 

renovation was the replacement of the floors in the building.  The teachers worked hard moving 

furniture, cleaning and reorganizing their rooms.  It was amazing to watch how well they worked 

together to get the job completed.  We truly are fortunate to have such an amazing staff.  We 

also hired painters to paint the preschool office and room 5, which is the only classroom that has 

not been painted.  It was a needed change and looks so much better. 

 

The summer seems to be winding down and preparations for the start of the school year are 

beginning.  I know that we will have another great year at the preschool! 
 

            Anne Auvil 
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A big welcome to "Newcomer" 
M a t t h e w  D u p r e e  p l a y i n g  t h e 
Vibraphone at both services on Sunday, 
September 14th.  As a percussionist this 
is one of the many instruments he plays 
which he does quite well! The following information is about 
Matt, his education and goals for the future.  He will graduate in 
January from Towson University. 

 
Matthew Dupree’s talents stem far and 
wide in the musical world. An 
exceedingly versati le musician, 
Matthew’s musical interests reach not 
only the performance side of classical 
percussion, chamber music, jazz, and 
world Music, but to the scholarly side of 
Music theory, pedagogy, and history. His 
extremely passionate and intense, yet 
mature playing is a direct reflection of the 
musicians he has studied with; notably Dr. 
Patrick Roulet, Dr. N. Scott Robinson, 

Mark Craig, Frank Russo, and Dr. Michelle Humphreys. On 
multiple occasions he has performed alongside his Towson 
University professors throughout the Baltimore/D.C area. In 
addition to his professors, Mr. Dupree has built a reputation with 
Silver Spring native percussionist and composer Rich O’Meara, 
following his performance in a concert honoring Rich’s music. 
Following graduation, Matthew aspires to continue his studies into 
the fields of percussion performance, pedagogy, and percussion 
history.  He also enjoys biking, ice hockey, and golf. 

CELEBRATING PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
             Best Book Club EVER!!   
 

 If you are an Ashland Presbyterian Church woman, you are 
invited to our Bible Study/Fellowship the 2nd Monday, September 
through May, at 12:30 p.m. The APC Presbyterian Women 

support scholarships in Guatemala through the Mary Helen Grimm Scholarship Fund, the 
washing/social mission contributions sent to Cabaiguan, Cuba, the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
Sara’s Hope, etc. etc. Share this fellowship with APC women and enjoy the 2014-15 Bible 
Study, Reconciling Paul—A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians, Contact Susan Williams, 
Moderator, at 410-785-6955, for additional information.  
 

On the Calendar for Presbyterian Women: 
 

Monday, September 8, 2014, 12:30 p.m. Lesson 1 of the Bible Study, Reconciling Paul—A 
Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians. at the home of Susan Williams 
 

Saturday, September 27, 2014, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Fall Gathering at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.  More information and registration forms are on the hall table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Island Intervals is both unassuming and 
grandiose. Joel Thibodeau releases to 
critical acclaim again, this time 
unabashedly produced by Jønsi. 

 

JOIN US SEPTEMBER 14th  

FOR WORSHIP WITH OUR 

 CUBAN  PARTNERS!   

 

COFFEE HOUR @ 10:00 a.m. 

SPONSORED BY THE DEACONS 

Celebration—“Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; celebrate 
His lovely name with music.”     Psalm 135: 3 



The Ashland Church Family 

     CARES … Update from the Ashland Angels 

 
Hello dear friends,  
 

Hope the finds you all enjoying the last days of summer as BUSY September is almost here.  As I write this, I 
know many of you are busy filling back packs, planning new meetings and agendas, thinking about fall projects 
needing to be done, and adjusting to new calendars etc.   Although I hate to think of summer slipping away, 
there is something kind of exciting in the air when September is near.  For many of you it might even be 
Ravens football! 
 

Thank you Barbara Porter and JoAnn Ruther for covering for me while I was away.  Margie Berlin and Barbara 
Porter took care of the summer card duty.   Much appreciated.....thank you gals. 
 

Our dear friend, Mary McDonald, died on her birthday, July 6th.  Mary will be dearly missed and our prayers 
continue for Bill, and her family.  Thank you all for the many cards, calls, visits and meals provided to Mary and 
Bill, prior to her passing.  Your many gifts of love will be long remembered and are much appreciated. 
 
                                      Blessings to you all and Happy September!                   
                                                                                             Penny DeBoer 
 
                                                                          

"Each dawn holds a new hope for a new plan, 
making the start of each day the start of a new life." 

 

SARAH’S HOPE 
 

Please remember Sarah’s Hope during one of your next shopping trips! 
 

  Bread     Paper cups   Granola Bars 

  Fresh fruit    Paper Plates   Graham Crackers 

  Breakfast bars    Toothbrushes & paste  Fruit Cups 

  Pop tarts    Shampoo   Cookies 

  Cereal     Deodorant   Plastic ware 

  Instant oatmeal   Dove Soap   Napkins 

  Canned fruit (big cans)  Liquid Soap   Laundry detergent 

  Shelf-stable milk   Lotion    Aspirin 

  Peanut butter and jelly  Feminine  products  Band aids 

  Soup and stews (big cans)  Razors    First Aid kits 

  Frozen hot dogs     Baby wipes   Towels & wash clothes 

  Frozen hamburgers   Diapers   Twin Sheets 

  Hot dog & hamburger rolls  Formula 

 

Community—“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.”    
  1 Peter 4: 8 



Worship Committee Notes: Worship Survey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This fall, the Worship Committee will send out a short survey for the congregation regarding our worship 

services.  While we also encourage on-going comments, we typically do a formal survey every few years to 

understand the interests of our members.  The survey will be available both in paper format and also on-

line at Kwiksurvey.  The paper format will have space for additional written comments which is unfortu-

nately not an available feature on Kwiksurvey.  Please feel free to use whichever option you prefer.  Please 

check your bulletins for further updates and we look forward to your comments. 

 
 

Carla Ulgen for the Worship Committee 

NEW WALKWAY TO LOWER PARKING LOT UNDERWAY! 
 

Eagle Scout Candidate Ben Eby (Kim Aspden’s troop) is a candidate for Eagle scout and 
will be soliciting donations for the project which will cost around $2,500 and should be 
completed this fall. 

Ashland Families, 

 
Maybe you've noticed, but we are currently experiencing quiet a groundswell at Ashland! 

Our Sunday School classes are filling up with children & youth and our nursery is usually 
packed throughout the school year! We are so grateful for this growth but we have reached 

a point where it is now an issue of safety to only have one person working in our nursery. 
Long story short, we need your help in the nursery on Sunday mornings, starting 

September 7. 
 

You may e-mail Debbie at office@ashlandpc.org to sign up for a Sunday. The time 
commitment will be from 10:45-12:15 each morning. 

 
Please consider helping out. Without consistent volunteer support we will not be able to 

offer nursery care to all the kids at Ashland as we'll only be able to allow a limited number 
of children per week. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this. Be well and have a great day! 
 

          Katie Cashin 
          Director of Family Ministries 

Mission—“I have given you an example to follow.  Do as I 
have done to you.” John 13: 15 
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ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  Please contact 

the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or corrections for the database. 

9/8 Jean Shockley 

9/10 Whitney Benzak 

9/14 John Walter 

9/15 Noble Pribble 

9/17 Jennefer Thomas 

9/18 Betty Wirtz 

9/21 Carter Habicht 

9/22 Phill Bednarik 

9/23 Amanda Zentz 

9/25 Adam Gribble 

9/26 Ken Hutcherson 

 Ron Baldwin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 9/6 Joy & Paul Standiford 

 9/13 Barb & Bill Crow 

 9/24 Glinda & Rene Florendo 

 9/27 Yvonne & Merritt Fausnaugh 

 9/29 Kathy & Kim Aspden 

  

 

HELP MAKE CHURCH HAPPEN! 

Volunteer today for one of these 

essential jobs! 

 

LITURGISTS –  lead the printed Call to Worship, read the First Scripture Lesson, 

receive the Offering and pray the Prayer of Dedication  
 

USHERS – prepare and restore sanctuary before and after worship.  Insure that other 

assignments are covered.  Assist with seating, distribution of prayer cards and any 

other needs of the congregation.  CONTACT:  Carla Ulgen or Jacquie Sasser 
 

GREETERS – cheerfully greet worshippers and hand-out bulletins, introduce 

themselves to visitors and give them a Welcome Packet.   
   

VAN DRIVERS – pick-up and return worshippers from Broadmead Retirement 

Community.  Training required.  CONTACT: Bill Kobokovich  
 

CHILD CARE  - help in the nursery on a rotating schedule ~ 10:45-12:15 p.m.  

     CONTACT: Katie Cashin 

LITURGISTS  USHERS VAN DRIVERS CHILD CARE 

9/7 
9/14 Sandy Losemann 
9/21 Julee Ward 
9/28 

9/7 Kathy & Kim Aspden 
9/14 Priscilla Barrett & Julee Ward 
9/21 Gail & Kaylin Bending 
9/28 Amy & Chad Cavolo 

9/7 Bill Kobokovich 
9/14 Bob Hensley 
9/21 Jerry DeBoer 
9/28 Butch Zink 

9/7 Laura Ward 
9/14 
9/21 
9/28 



WEEKLY EVENTS ...  
 

Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 7:30 p.m. 

Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.   

    Chancel Choir—8:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 CHURCH  
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

2 3 4 5 6 

7  13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
                          SUNDAY  
                           SCHOOL 
                           BEGINS 

 

8 
 

Project Linus 
9:30 a.m. 

 
Women’s Group 

12:30 p.m. 

9 
 
Session Mtg—6:30 p.m. 

10 11 
 

12 13 

14  14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

2ND SUNDAY SPECIAL MUSIC 
BOTH SERVICES 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR—10:00 A.M. 
Sponsored by the Deacons 

 
 

KIDS CLUB & YOUTH GROUP 
5-7 P.M. 

 

15 16 17 
 

NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE 

18 19 20 

21  15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
HEALTHY HABITS/VIBRANT LIVING  

NOON—1:30 P.M. 

22 23 
Committee Night 

6:30 p.m. 

24 25 26 27 
Sarah’s Hope 

2-5 p.m. 
 

Fall Gathering for Women at  
Westminister Presby. 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

28  16th Sunday after Pentecost 29 30     

Early Worship  
9:00 am 

 
Christian Education Classes   

10:00 am 
 

Worship 11:00 am 



 

 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 
116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030-1950 

 

 

Christian Education Classes begin on 
 September 7th at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 

 
 

We begin our “regular” worship schedule on 
September 7th.  Worship at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

Join us on September 14th for Worship with our Cuban Partners!   
 

Coffee Hour at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Special Music during both services with Michael Dupree. 
 

Kids Club & Youth Group at 5:00 p.m.  


