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“For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has not  according to  

what one does not have”                                              2 Corinthians 8:12 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I love this time of year. There is much of the fall season that invites us to celebrate with prayers of 
thanksgiving for the abundance of God’s gifts. I watch as the abundance of the harvest evokes a love 
and appreciation of the land. It never ceases to amaze me the ways in which the apple trees bend 
heavy from the fruit that grace the branches. The excitement stirred as the earliest signs of red and 
yellow spread to dominate the landscape in such a short amount of time.  
 

At this time of year we also take time in worship to remember the saints who have shaped our lives 
and story of God’s work in the world. The celebration of All Saints Day in early November then 
quickly turns into preparation for family gatherings to give thanks for all the blessings that have come 
our way. It feels like in only a blink of an eye our attention will turn to the season of wonder, 
expectation, anticipation and deep gratitude for God’s gift of Jesus the Christ.  
 

Though there is great excitement around this time of year mentioning the word “stewardship” in this 
season seems to bring about more anxiety than it does joy and thanksgiving. Relying on the deeply 
ingrained cultural messages of scarcity and fear, we often forget that God gives us all that we need, 
at any time, and in all places, in order to be faithful. In his book, Living Faith, Former United States 
President Jimmy Carter addresses this very matter in a personal way saying: “Many people my age 
have cautionary phrases deeply ingrained in us: A penny saved is a penny earned. Waste not, want 
not. Haste makes waste.” Consequently, many people live cautiously, hesitantly and timidly. “Most of 
us still want to be sure we don't give away too much, so we always parcel out a little at a time, 
making sure we hold back more than we night need,” he writes. There is a down side to this 
mentality, Carter notes, in that we underestimate the gifts God has given us - “life, talent, ability, 
knowledge, freedom, influence, and plenty of opportunities to do something extraordinary.” He urges 
people to give generously so that faith and trust are expanded. “We have to remember that our lives 
will become shrunken if we only act from a cautious sense of duty. It is the reaching, the inspiration, 
the extra commitment that provide the foundation for a full and gratifying life.” 
 

Indeed our lives will become “shrunken” when live according what we don’t have or what we think we 
should have rather, than what we do. The Apostle Paul urges the church in Corinth with a similar 
message. The joy in our giving comes only when we give freely, with love and gratitude, for the 
abundance God has provided. What a blessing that at APC we spend a significant amount of time 
focusing on the ways we give thanks to God for the opportunities we have to give generously. Sure 
there is a budget that guides the use of financial gifts, but the real bottom-line is that money and time 
are primarily gifts from God and we seek ways to grow in generosity through our life together.  
 

Of course it is easier to write (or read) about gratitude and generosity than it is to practice! As we 
begin to look at a new year in faith at APC, you are invited to engage in a variety of spiritual practices 
focusing on gratitude and generosity. As you receive your stewardship letters and pledge cards we 
ask that rather than burying the pledge card deeper in the pile of junk mail and bills on the kitchen 
counter, look at it as an opportunity to make a commitment to supporting the ways APC reflects the 
love of God by evoking positive change for a better life for people in our local, regional, and 
worldwide communities. 
 

We grow in generosity as we give thanks for the abundance God has provided. We give freely where 
we know blessing, trust God and find joy. May our eagerness continue as we offer prayers and 
commitments of thanksgiving for this season! 
 

Peace,  
Shannon  



Ashland Families, 
 
We are about to officially enter the stewardship season- a time when we reflect on the gifts we have to offer 
the church, our community, and the world and recommit to sharing these gifts in a way that both reflects and 
nurtures our faith. As we consider how to spend our time, treasure, and talent, let’s keep in mind that the 
children and youth at Ashland are also called to be good stewards… 
 
Faithful stewardship is more than a pledge card amount; it is a way of living. How our faith calls us to spend, 
save, and share can sometimes look very different than the messages about money we hear from the world 
around us. 
 
So I encourage you and your families to come up with creative ways to live out of an economy of “enough-
ness” rather than a fear of scarcity. Have a conversation with your children, nieces and nephews, and 
grandchildren about what “enough” money, food, or friends looks like. Is there anyone these children and 
youth know who does not seem to have enough? 
 
And try completing this fill-in-the-blank prayer together as you learn more about stewardship and prepare 
for the celebration of Thanksgiving… 
 
God, 
 
Give me enough patience so that I may ___________________________________________. 
Give me enough wisdom so that I may ___________________________________________. 
Give me enough rest so that I may ___________________________________________. 
Give me enough laughter so that I may ___________________________________________. 
And give me enough love so that I may ___________________________________________. 
 
Amen 
 
Peace, 
Katie Cashin 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Help us beautify the Sanctuary this Christmas 
Season by purchasing poinsettias in.. 
 

 Loving Memory or  
In Honor of a loved one.   

  

Sign up Nov. 9th—Nov. 30th in the church hall.   
The cost is $14.00 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2nd  



On November 9th there will be only 

one service featuring The Satyr Hill 

Bluegrass Band at 11:00am.The 

Satyr Hill Band was born in the 80's 

during a 2 year gig in the Satyr Hill 

Shopping Center. They were 

formerly known as Grass on the Rocks and decided to change 

their name to accommodate their new wide open approach to 

blue grass music. 

 

Members of the band are: 

 Guitar and Vocals: Steve Sadler 

 Bass and Vocals: Nicolette Worth 

 Banjo and Vocals:  Terry Wittenberg 

 Mandolin and Vocals: Jeff Kidd 

 Fiddle, Vocals and Leader: Judd "Hawk" Hawkins   

 

Looking Ahead:  

Dec. 21st  Jim Wharton and Brass Reflections [11:00am] 

CELEBRATING PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
             Best Book Club EVER!!   
 

If you are an Ashland Presbyterian Church woman, you 
are invited to our Bible Study/Fellowship the 2nd 
Monday, September through May, at 12:30 p.m. The 
APC Presbyterian Women support scholarships in Guatemala through the Mary Helen 
Grimm Scholarship Fund, the washing/social mission contributions sent to Cabaiguan, 
Cuba, the Prayer Shawl Ministry, Sarah’s Hope, etc. etc. Share this fellowship with 
APC women and enjoy the 2014-15 Bible Study, Reconciling Paul—A Contemporary 
Study of 2 Corinthians. Contact Susan Williams, Moderator, at 410-785-6955, for 
additional information.  
 
On the Calendar for Presbyterian Women: 
 
Monday, November 10, 2014, 12:30 p.m. Lesson 3 of the Bible Study, Reconciling 
Paul—A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians. at the home of Susan Williams.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 isn't over yet, but I love 

this enough to comfortably say 

it's the best record to come out 

this year. Tomorrow Was the 

Golden Age by Bing & Ruth is 

the perfection of neo-classical 

minimalism swimming in post-

rock grandeur. 
 

 



October is filled with exciting fall activities.  Throughout the month, 

the children will learn about the changes in fall, families and community 

and Halloween traditions.  They will participate in activities like baking 

an apple pie, carving a pumpkin, estimating and counting pumpkin seeds, 

visiting the pumpkin farm, making a family tree, and comparing family 

sizes.  We were fortunate to have a visit from the Cockeysville Fire 

Department.  The students enjoyed learning about all the equipment on 

the truck and fire safety. 

 

Our Innisbrook fundraiser has ended.  Ms. Tammy was the coordinator 

and has done another amazing job.  We have grossed over $4,400.00.  We will spend roughly 

$2,200.00 on playground improvements.  Some of this money will be applied to the much needed 

shipment of play sand that was delivered the other day.  The children are enjoying it. 

 

For the next 2 weeks, we will be gathering fun socks and boxes of healthy treats for “My 

Sister’s Circle.”  This program is set up to help mentor twelve to eighteen year old girls from 

disadvantaged Baltimore neighborhoods.  Ms. Amanda does a terrific job organizing this fall 

charity. 

 

As we move further into the fall, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving, taking school pictures and 

learning about the five senses.   

 

Celebration—“Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; celebrate His lovely name with music.”     Psalm 135: 3 

HOSPITALITY BEGINS AT HOME (CHURCH) … 

 
Every Sunday the “coffee elves” (or maybe it’s Tom Griffith or Ron Baldwin or some other taller 

person) brew coffee and set-out tasty treats in the kitchen for folks to enjoy before and after (and, 

yes, sometimes during) worship.  Donations of cash for the coffee (which we buy from Rev. Kirk’s 

Coffee, sustainably Fair-Trade sourced from around the globe and freshly ground and shipped from 

Reno, Nevada!) and homemade or store-bought treats for the table are always welcome.  However, 

we also like to have a special coffee hour on Second Sundays, when we can meet the musicians who 

come to play in our Special Music Program, and also spend a little extra time with each other in 

between services.   

 

Often groups and teams from within the congregation will sponsor these coffee hours, setting out 

simple refreshments in the room across from the Preschool office.  But INDIVIDUALS can sponsor a 

coffee hour, too – perhaps to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, graduation, or special event in the 

life of the family and the church.  Please look for the new sign-up sheet in the church hallway, and 

SIGN UP for your Sunday, today! 



The Ashland Church Family 

     CARES … Update from the Ashland Angels 

 
Oh my goodness, how can it already be October?  Is it just me, or does it seem like 

we go from the summer heat to the chilly fall overnight? 
 

Thank you, Debbie Nassau, for helping out with October Card Duty.  Sarah Beckwith covered for me while I was 

away for two weeks.  Much appreciated as well.  Thanks Sarah. 
 

As the weather gets colder, and the day light gets shorter, please remember those folks who might be stuck at 

home for long periods of time, due to health restrictions.  What can you do to brighten their days?  Send a card, 

make a call, drop off some food and/or take the time to visit.  Make a difference to someone if you can. 

 

         God Bless You All........... 

                        Penny DeBoer 

 

"Do your little bit of good wherever you are. 

It's those bits of good, put together, that overwhelm the world." 

                                                                -  Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

                         

Community—“Above all, love each other deeply, because love  covers a multitude of sins.”     1 Peter 4: 8 

SARAH’S HOPE 
 

Please remember Sarah’s Hope during one of your next shopping trips! 
 

  Bread     Paper cups   Granola Bars 

  Fresh fruit    Paper Plates   Graham Crackers 

  Breakfast bars    Toothbrushes & paste  Fruit Cups 

  Pop tarts    Shampoo   Cookies 

  Cereal     Deodorant   Plastic ware 

  Instant oatmeal   Dove Soap   Napkins 

  Canned fruit (big cans)  Liquid Soap   Laundry detergent 

  Shelf-stable milk   Lotion    Aspirin 

  Peanut butter and jelly  Feminine  products  Band aids 

  Soup and stews (big cans)  Razors    First Aid kits 

  Frozen hot dogs     Baby wipes   Towels & wash clothes 

  Frozen hamburgers   Diapers   Twin Sheets 

  Hot dog & hamburger rolls  Formula 



Mission—“I have given you an example to follow.  Do as I have done to you.” John 13: 15 

From the Ashland Archives 

 

Here is a photograph of our church in the 1970s!  The minister at the time was Rev. Bill Berlin, 

who was Margie’s husband and father to our Sunday School children’s “Miss Debbie.”  Notice 

the Ford Mustang parked next to the church.  It would be a valuable classic car now!   

 

Just out of sight and down the hill is the 

Fellowship Hall, which in June 1972, was flooded 

to the mark now painted on its front wall (16 ft 

from basement floor!) during Hurricane Agnes.  

We still have congregants in our pews who 

helped clean up that mess! 

 

Anyone have photographs of that event? Please 

share them with the Ashland Archives, by leaving 

them in the Archives mail slot in the office. 

 

Thanks for your help,            

Kathy Aspden 

BCPL [Legacy-John McGrain] 

EAGLE PROJECT SIDEWALK UPDATE  
 

Ben Eby and his crew started the project.  Due to the inability to have concrete 

delivered on a Saturday, plans have changed and a professional crew is being 

engaged to pour and finish the concrete.  Unfortunately this increased the cost 

of the project significantly to approximately $5700 from the original estimate 

of $2500.  The great news is that a donor has agreed to make a matching 

contribution, so every dollar you donate will be matched one for one. Ben's 

goal is to have the sidewalk poured this week and to install the handrail next 

Saturday (starting 9:00 am). Contact Kim Aspden if you have any questions.  

 

      Thanks for your support, 

      For Ben Eby 



You might be a deacon … 
 
 IF you can’t pass the panhandler on the median strip, or under the tree at the exit to the Giant 
parking lot, without at least making eye contact – or maybe even slipping him a buck, even though he 
might just spend it on booze – then you might be a deacon! 
 
 IF you can’t help noticing when you see someone – even a stranger – in distress, and aren’t afraid to 
ask if you can help – then you might be a deacon! 
 
 IF there’s always room at your table – and enough food in the pot – for one more person (or a 
whole slew of kids or grandkids and their friends) – then you might be a deacon! 
 
 IF you can sit quietly with someone who’s sick and alone – and maybe even sound asleep and 
doesn’t even know you’re there – knitting, or reading, or praying and probably giving a family care-giver a 
break – then you might be a deacon! 
 
 IF you have ever experienced God’s grace through the caring of others during times of trouble – and 
vowed to “pay it forward” from that time on – then you might be a deacon! 
 

… if you are kind, courageous, generous, compassionate, humble and thankful … 
BUT WAIT!  THAT WOULD MAKE YOU PRACTICALLY  PERFECT 
(and we all know only Mary Poppins and Jesus can make that claim.) 

 

Deacons are ordinary people who are called to extend the hand of Christ to the hungry, the sick, the 
stranger, the prisoner, the friendless and the homeless, … to all God’s children.  The church needs deacons 
– and loving caregivers – to work alongside our pastors and elders as members of The Body of Christ.  Our 
work is not about meetings and agendas, it’s about caring and serving.  As Jesus said, “ … if you love me, 
feed my children …”and that’s what we do.  Here at Ashland Church, the needs are many but the workers 
are few, so how about YOU?!?   
 
If you feel that little nudge in your heart, and think you might want to be a deacon, or a member of the 
Care Team, please contact Deacon Nancy Starr of the Nominating Committee, or Deacon Penny DeBoer of 
“The Ashland Angels”.  Or, if you just want to talk about it, call me,  
JoAnn Ruther, Deacon-at-Large.  Please do, and, THANK YOU! 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS … 
 

Let us all be jolly, as we HAPPILY anticipate the celebration of the coming of the 

Christ Child!  We’ll have all the special Advent activities, wonderful worship times, 

and many learning opportunities … and, of course, we will want to spend church 

family times together, getting into The Spirit!  There are several ways we’ve done 

this in the past, including a Christmas Tea and Ornament Exchange, and a party for 

the Ashland Adults – both of these usually hosted at the home of one of our 

members.  Perhaps YOU would like to host one of these events this year?!?  If so, please let Deacon 

JoAnn Ruther know.  Give her a call at 443-212-5161, or send her an email at jruther47@gmail.com 

… to schedule an event or get information about what’s involved.  Thank you! 

mailto:jruther47@gmail.com


ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  

Please contact the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or 

corrections for the database. 

11/01 Susan Williams 

11/05 Sandy Losemann 

     Gary Shockey 

11/08 Priscilla Barrett 

11/10 Yvonne Fausnaugh 

11/11 Mary Thompson 

11/12 Harriet Cole 

11/15 Julie Wagner 

11/16 Julee Ward 

11/22 Kim Aspden 

11/24 Joe Thompson 

11/25 Sarah Beckwith 

11/26 Penny DeBoer 

11/28 Nate Droski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/01  Mary Jo & Scott Kern 

11/22  Ginny & Ken Hutcherson 

11/28  Jacquie & Bill Sasser 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP MAKE CHURCH HAPPEN! 

Volunteer today for one of these 

essential jobs! 

 

LITURGISTS –  lead the printed Call to Worship, read the First Scripture Lesson, 

receive the Offering and pray the Prayer of Dedication  
 

USHERS – prepare and restore sanctuary before and after worship.  Insure that other 

assignments are covered.  Assist with seating, distribution of prayer cards and any 

other needs of the congregation.  CONTACT:  Carla Ulgen or Jacquie Sasser 
 

GREETERS – cheerfully greet worshippers and hand-out bulletins, introduce 

themselves to visitors and give them a Welcome Packet.   
   

VAN DRIVERS – pick-up and return worshippers from Broadmead Retirement 

Community.  Training required.  CONTACT: Bill Kobokovich  
 

CHILD CARE  - help in the nursery on a rotating schedule ~ 10:45-12:15 p.m.  

     CONTACT: Katie Cashin 

LITURGISTS  USHERS VAN DRIVERS CHILD CARE 

11/2  
11/9  
11/16  
11/23  
11/30  

11/2 JoAnn Ruther & Barb Porter 
11/9 Nancy Starr & Marlene Uhler 
11/16 Bill & Bonnie Clarke 
11/23 Dave & Lisa Droski 
11/30  Bob & Karen Hensley 

11/2 Butch Zink 
11/9 Kim Bednarik 
11/16 Bill Kobokovich 
11/23 Bob Hensley 
11/30 Jerry DeBoer 
 

11/2  
11/9  
11/16  
11/23  
11/30 JoAnn Ruther 



WEEKLY EVENTS ...  
 

Sundays  Special Needs - Troop  #927 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 

Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.  ~  Chancel Choir—8:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
 
 

2 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
 
 

3 
 

Project Linus 
9:30 a.m. 

4 
 

 
 

 
 

5 6 7 8 

9 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

ONE SERVICE @ 11:00 a.m. 
 

STEWARDSHIP  
SUNDAY 

 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  
SATYR HILL BLUEGRASS BAND 

 
                                   

Sign-up 

10 
 

Women’s Group 
12:30 p.m. 

11 
 

Session Mtg. 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

12 
 

NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE 
DEC/JAN 

13 14 15 

16 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

HEALTHY HABITS—NOON 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 CHRIST THE KING/ REIGN OF CHRIST 

 
 
   
  NOON 

24 25 26 27 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

28 
 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

29 

30  1st Sunday of Advent       

Early Worship  
9:00 am 

 
Christian Education Classes   

10:00 am 
 

Worship 11:00 am 

 



UPCOMING IMPORTANT EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2nd 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9th 
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

ONE SERVICE AT 11:00 a.m. 
SPECIAL MUSIC  ~ SATYR HILL BLUEGRASS BAND 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
AFTER WORSHIP 

 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 
116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030-1950 


