
Today I was asked, “When do we finally get to stop talking about race?” 
Maybe the better question is, “When are we going to finally own up to our 
race problem?” 
 
You’ve heard this from me before, in fact, you hear it constantly 
throughout the Bible, God is on the side of the vulnerable and the 
oppressed.  The incidents of the last few weeks of White Supremacists are 
not isolated incidents, but as a congregation of mostly Caucasian 
descendants we have to look inside ourselves and ask the tough questions.  
 
Truth is, with questions of race and privilege: it is ongoing work. Last year 
the co-moderators of the PCUSA, the Reverends Denise Anderson and Jan 
Edmiston challenged our denomination (which is 90% white) to look at 
these issues of race. The resource recommended is “Waking Up White and 
Finding Myself in the Story of Race” by Debby Irving.  
 
Ashland is committed to being a welcoming and loving congregation, as 
the Body of Christ together we seek to show God’s kingdom on earth. We 
denounce White Supremacy and believe that we are all created in God’s 
image, equal in the eyes of God, all beloved children. Our country sees a 
“different kind of Christian” than we are, than our denomination is. Our 
God is a God of love and acceptance. In order to fully show that love in our 
time and place, we must look inside ourselves and challenge the hatred the 
world is so full of.  
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Pulpitshenanigans 

Continued on page 2 



Psalms 31 
 

In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; 

    do not let me ever be put to shame; 

    in your righteousness deliver me. 

 Incline your ear to me; 

    rescue me speedily. 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

    a strong fortress to save me.   
 

Pulpitshenanigans (contd.) 

Therefore, throughout the 2017-2018 year we will be gathering together in a safe and confidential 
space to look at our own lives and prejudices where race is concerned. Our first session will be 
September 10 at 9:30AM in the Adult Gathering Room (near the board room). Our other sessions will 
be November 12, January 14, and March 11. The book “Waking Up White” by Debby Irving is available 
in paperback or digital versions on Amazon or Barnes & Noble. We have ordered a few copies if you 
would like to buy them through the church for $20.  
 
About this Study: 
“We need to get comfortable with being uncomfortable.” Believe it or not, this was really good news to 
me when I heard it at the end of my first anti‐racism training session. What I understood in a second 
was that it is okay to be uncomfortable. I heard this in a room full of brown, black, and white people, all 
with different experiences, all wanting God’s justice to be made real, all committed to loving one 
another.  
 
Thinking about racism in such a setting made me mighty uncomfortable, just as reading this book did. 
There are two wonderful gifts from this experience, though: when we pay attention to our discomfort, 
we can learn and change and love each other better, and we are all always (always, always, always!) 
held in the grace of Christ.  
 
Here’s the thing: Being uncomfortable isn’t the only thing going on when reflecting on the stories in 
this book. What you’ll find is that your life is much richer than you thought, it’s more vibrant, and you 
have way more resources than you thought you did for understanding what’s going on with racism in 
our country.  
 
Learning about how to interrupt racism is part of learning how to be a disciple of Christ. We’re learning 
how to love God and love others as ourselves. 

- Pastor Shannon 



Personnel Committee Notes  

Starting in September, we welcome Sheila Slade-Lee as our new 
Organist and Music Director.  Sheila earned a Bachelor of Music 
Education degree from Towson University and a Certificate in Piano 
Performance from the Peabody Conservatory of Music.  Sheila has 
significant experience as a music Director and choir director with 
several local Lutheran, Baptist, and Catholic congregations.   Sheila is 
also a graduate of The Catholic High School of Baltimore, Union 

Memorial Hospital School of Nursing and the Baltimore School of Massage.  She is the 
mother of a 17 year old son, a Briard dog and a rescued cat.  In addition to her love of 
music, Sheila enjoys gardening, cooking, art, literature, theatre, and international foods. 
Sheila tells us: “I love music and have been playing in church since the age of 16.  My love of Jesus has 
kept me serving in church and I will continue to serve until the day I die, Lord willing.”   Please join us in 
welcoming Sheila to Ashland Church! 
 
At this time, we will not be replacing our church nursery attendant position. Nursery usage was fairly low 
and variable last year.  With the consolidation into one Sunday worship service, we believe that there is 
not enough usage to maintain a paid position.  We can review this decision as the year progresses and we 
can also consider returning to parent volunteer staffing which we used successfully for many years.  
Please feel free to share your thoughts with me, Shannon or any other Personnel Committee member 
(Kim Aspden, Sandy Losemann, and Karen Hensley). 
 

Carla Ulgen 
Personnel Committee 

 
 
 

 
BEST BOOK CLUB EVER! 

Materials are here for the Presbyterian Women’s 2017-2018 Bible Study,  Cloud of Witnesses, The 
Community of Christ in Hebrews  by Melissa Bane Sevier.  Our 1st  meeting is on Monday,  
September 18, 2017 at 12:30 p.m. This is the 3rd Monday.  Our next meeting will not be until the 
2nd  Monday in November.  Contact Susan Williams to become a part of this fellowship.   410-785-6955. 
 
Dates to remember for Presbyterian Women: 
September 14, 2017, Baltimore Presbytery Meeting, at Knox Presbyterian, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
September 18, 2017, 12:30 p.m. at the home of Susan Williams 
 
October 14, 2017 Fall Gathering, at Grace Presbyterian, 9:30 a.m. 
 
November 13, 2017, 12:30 p.m. at the home of Peg Paterson  



 
GRATITUDE CORNER 

Recently, Rene Florendo visited with Harriet Cole and her daughter, Melissa (who is now 
living with her mom).  Both are doing well. Rene brought them the donated flowers from Worship 
that day.  They loved them!  Harriett expressed her thanks to the Care Team for keeping watch over 
her.  And thank you to Rene for going to visit! 
 
Pastor Shannon & Cecil are grateful to Kim Bednarik for fixing the shades on the windows outside 
our offices.  
 
Thank you to all who helped make our outdoor worship & picnic a wonderful day!!  
 
Over the summer, we received a letter from Rev. Bill Hug thanking the Care Committee for 
“sending me cards of love and support for Dolly and me.  They always seem to arrive on a day when 
I’m needing a lift!” His wife Dolly has entered the Alzheimer’s unit at Brightview Rolling Hills in 
Catonsville. 
 
Received from The Center: “Ashland Presbyterian, thank you for your planning and participation in 
the Woodburne-McCabe VBS.  Our visiting groups, Rock Springs & Refreshing Springs, both enjoyed 
spending time in this wonderful neighborhood of Baltimore and creating relationships with the 
children.  Thank you for your involvement across racial & class related boundaries in such divisive 
times.  Peace & blessing, Katie Thorrisan, Center Intern and Meredith Rawls, Center Intern. “ 
Thank you to all here at Ashland who donated their time, money, food, to help make 
the VBS a success! 
 
“Dear Friends and Family at Ashland Presbyterian, 
 I would like to thank you all for your support over the past eighteen years.  To know that I’m 
surrounded by such wonderful, generous people brings me great comfort as I transition into college.  
I would also like to thank the church for the opportunity I have now with the scholarship I was 
awarded.  I feel truly blessed for the help you have afforded me.  Thank you again.” 

-note received from Grace Knotts 
 
 

Dedicated hearts like yours 
Are not so easy to find. 

It takes a special person to be 
So generous and kind. 

 To care so much for your fellow man 
          Is a quality all too rare. 

 Yet you give of your time and talents, 
      For all in need to share. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

The Uptown Metro Coalition has been given work assignments for the Fall season on 
McCabe Avenue in Govans, as follows: 
 

  Saturday, September 23rd 
  Saturday, October 28th 

 
If anyone is interested in working on either of those days please inform Dick Uhler and he will give you 
further instructions as to time, waivers,  and directions.  Please consider this Mission of the Church and 
the Presbytery as critical and important in these troubled times. This effort is a demonstration that 
people do care for people in positive and permanent ways.  Thank you for your support and prayers. 

Special Music News  
 
On September 10th, Trumpeter Greg Small returns to solo with our new Organist 
providing special music for the service beginning at 10:30am. Greg is a multi talented 
musician and educator maintain a teaching studio of 55-60 students in both trumpet and 

piano.  Greg holds degrees from the Univ. of Md.,College Park (MMin Jazz Studies, Piano 
Concentration), Sheperd Univ. (B.A., Music Performance, Trumpet Concentration) and Towson Univ.,
(B.S. in Psychology). Recently Greg became part of the trio Jazz One which played an Ella Fitzgerald 
Tribute Concert in June at An die Musik.  They have a concert coming up in Oct., Jazz on Record;100 
years of Recorded Jazz, also at An die Musik.  
  

Looking Ahead:   October 8:   The Kusniks; Violin and Cello 
                             November 12: Ken and Brad Kolodner Trio 
                             December 17:  Brass Reflections 

Partnership Dinner 
Friday, September 15  

6-8 pm 
The Center  

210 W. Madison Street, Baltimore, MD 21201 
Join us for dinner and fellowship with our Mission Partners from Cuba, Gutemala and Dakota 
Presbytery.  RSVP: dmilcarek@baltimorepresbytery.org 

Commission on Reconciliation 
Presbytery of Baltimore 

CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 AT 8:00 PM  

IN THE CHOIR ROOM.   
WELCOME BACK! 



Sunday School 9:30 am 
Adult Gathering 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 
Fellowship after Worship 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  
 
Sundays  Special Needs Troop  #927 2:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 6:00-7:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene Choir Practice 7:30—9:30 pm 
Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.-7:30 pm; Chancel Choir: 8:00 p.m. 
Fridays   Church of the Nazarene (3rd Friday) 9:30 p.m.—Midnight 
Saturday  Alcoholic Anonymous Svc. Mtg. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
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Worship Service 10:30 am 
    
 

4 
Office  
Closed 
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Resumes Tonight 
8:00 pm 
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10  

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Adult Gathering 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am  

Special Music with  
Greg Small 
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Project Linus 
9:30 am 
 

Women’s  
Group 
12:30 pm 

12 
Session  
6:30 pm 

13 
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17 

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am  
 

Jesus Rodriguez 
Cuban Partner 

preaching 
 

18 19 20 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 22 23 

Sarah’s Hope 
2-5 pm 
 
 
 
 

24 

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am  
 

25 
 

26 

 
27 28 29 30 

Pre-School Orientation  

(AM only) 



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 
Anniversaries 

9/5       Scott Kern 
9/10 Whitney Benzak 
9/14 John Walter 
9/15 Noble Pribble 
9/17 Jennefer Thomas 
9/18 Betty Wirtz 
9/22 Phill Bednarik 
9/26 Ken Hutcherson 
 Ron Baldwin 

9/13 Barb & Bill Crow 
9/24 Glinda & Rene Florendo 
9/29 Kathy & Kim Aspden 

None this month 

ASSIGNMENTS 

2017 September  

USHERS/ 
GREETERS 

9/3      Deb Miller 
9/10    Deb Miller 
9/17     Deb Miller        
9/24 
 

SERVERS 9/3    Bill Kobokovich       

LITURGIST 9/10   JoAnn Ruther       
 

VAN 
DRIVERS 

9/3      Jerry DeBoer 
9/10    Mike Benzak 
9/17    Bob Hensley  
9/24   Butch Zink 
 

Why not become more involved in 
Worship?   Sign up to be an usher/
greeter, liturgist or server.  Sign 
up sheets are on the table in the 
hallway. 

DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS, WE HAD “LEMONADE ON 
THE LANAI” AFTER WORSHIP TO PROVIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME 
FOR ALL.  SINCE EVERYONE SEEMED TO ENJOY THIS IDEA, WE 
WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE THIS WITH  

“FALL FOR FELLOWSHIP”.   
THERE IS A SIGN UP SHEET ON THE TABLE IN THE 
HALLWAY—PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP!  THANK YOU! 
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