
Talking with Children about  

Lent and Easter 

It’s a short few months between the joy of Advent 
and Christmas and the passion, pain and triumph of 
Lent and Easter. When it’s explained, most adults 
can grasp the symbolic nature and annual rhythm of 
the Christian year. But for the child who is more 
literal, the interval between the baby Jesus, whom 
we meet at Christmas, and the adult Jesus, whom we 
crucify and bury during Holy Week, is just too short. 
 
How do we help our young concrete thinkers 
embrace the meaning of Lent and Easter without 
scaring them or pushing them away? 
 
Traditionally, the season of Lent has been a season 
of faith formation in the church. As we involve 
children in the various events of the season, we allow 
them hands-on experiences of repentance, 
forgiveness, community, sadness and joy. When a 
child attends an Ash Wednesday service and receives 
the mark of ashes, there is an opportunity to talk 
about who we are as children of the earth. There will 
be death; there will be burial for each of us. We can 
tell our children that even Jesus experienced death 
and burial, but death was not the end for Jesus. 
Neither is death the end for us, for Jesus promises to 
welcome us to a life beyond any wonderful thing we 
can know. This is our hope forever and ever. 

Continued on page 2... 
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FareweT
It is often difficult to talk about such things as adults, let alone as children. But the concrete experiences of Lenten 
worship give us entry points for sharing God’s wonderful, hopeful promises with children. 
 
At the beginning of Lent, we mark the time when Jesus is sent into the wilderness. While there, he prays and 
prepares for what lies ahead for him. Likewise, the season of Lent can be presented to children as a time to pause, to 
pray, and to prepare for what lies ahead for us. These brief six weeks can stand as a respite from the regular rhythms 
of life. Families and congregations can set aside this time for special study, prayer, or weekly fellowship. Parents 
and teachers can use the Lenten season to teach children about prayer by helping them to learn and memorize the 
Lord’s Prayer or the Apostles’ Creed, or to read the Bible passages about Jesus praying. Parents can encourage a 
family prayer time each week or each night during Lent. 
 
The Last Supper, which Jesus shared with his friends, is another concrete Bible story that churches and families can 
share with children. Whether the Last Supper is recalled during a Maundy Thursday worship service, or during the 
celebration of communion on a Sunday morning, children hear and experience Jesus calling his friends to gather 
around a table with him. Children are able to connect with this concept of people who gather to share a special meal. 
In the celebration of communion, Jesus and his friends are likened to an extended family, as the church community 
is the extended family for those who worship together. Common table elements are blessed, shared, and eaten, just 
as families often share common foods at home. The communion table is also an entry point for talking with children 
about Jesus’ final meal with his friends and the meal we continue to share in our churches. At these meals, we 
remember Jesus. We can also talk with children about sharing this communion meal again with Jesus and with all 
of our friends and family, in heaven and on earth. This can be a rich teaching moment for a child to draw on each 
time the Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the church. 
 
Finally, the brightness and joy of Easter morning stands as an antidote to the solemn passion of Holy Week. The 
reality of life is that sadness, pain, and disappointment exist. All children, as well as adults, have experienced these 
emotions on some level in their lives. Easter morning and Jesus’ resurrection stand in our faith tradition as ringing 
affirmations that there is good. God is good. Light shines and darkness cannot overcome it (John 1:5)! 

We want to talk to our children about these things. We want to tell them the 
good news, to tell them about Jesus, to assure them God holds all things in 
hand. Words can’t convey all the mysteries of faith. Experiencing events in 
concrete ways, participating, worshiping, praying, and celebrating give open-
ings for the words we want to share. Ultimately what we seek for our chil-
dren is that they embrace the faith we have also received. Let’s walk along 
with them and deepen our faith together. 
 
From PC(USA) Ideas!  By Beth Herrinton-Hodge, associate for curriculum devel-
opment for children and youth, Congregational Ministries Publishing. 
 

- Shared by Pastor Shannon 

Talking with Children about Lent and Easter 
(continued from page 1) 



Sunday, February 21, 2016 … Our first meeting of the New Year!  It was great to welcome two newly 
ordained deacons, Sarah Beckwith and Cheri Wheeler, to the Board, along with Penny DeBoer, Cathy 
Griffiths, Barb Porter and JoAnn Ruther.  Pastor Shannon, Margie Berlin and Sandy Losemann also 
joined us, to help plan and implement care and hospitality activities through the first half of the year.  
Margie agreed to coordinate the Card Ministry team – deacons and church members at-large who 
reach out to those in the church family in need of a card, a note, or a call of encouragement.  We also 
completed the Care Deacon roster through June (Cathy served in January and JoAnn in February): 
 
March  Sarah Beckwith  410-592-3512     sarahbeckwith@comcast.net  
April  Barb Porter   410-788-3997     harveyporter85@gmail.com 
May  Penny DeBoer  410-472-6844     pdeboert@aol.com 
June  Cheri Wheeler  410-215-7047     crwheeler@verizon.net 
 
Monthly Care Deacons are members of the current Board of Deacons who coordinate with the pastor 
to help meet the special needs of those who are homebound, sick, grieving, financially distressed, or 
simply feeling alone and friendless – demonstrating Christ’s love for all.  Sarah Beckwith will continue 
to coordinate the Ministry of Meals, in which all members of the congregation can participate.  Sarah, 
Carol Walter, and Sue Ruhl  are the team coordinators for the monthly meals prepared and served at 
Sarah’s Hope, a shelter for women and children in Baltimore City.  Sarah and Cheri will coordinate  
the annual Soup and Bread Supper at 6 pm on March 24 – just before the 7 pm Maundy Thursday 
worship service at Ashland Church. 
 
More good news! Annette Merrill  is now serving as coordinator of the Ashland Prayer Shawl Ministry.  
These special comforters can be requested for ANYONE in need by calling Annette at 410-472-0010.  
Finally … we will continue to nurture and encourage the many caregivers in our community with 
occasional Flower Flashing … anyone, anywhere, anytime, as The Spirit moves! 

- JoAnn Ruther 

THE  
DEACONS’  

DIARY 



FareweThe Martin’s Go to 
We are sad to announce our Director of 
Christian Education, Cheryl Goode, is 
leaving the position.  Cheryl joined us last 
summer and has done great work with the 
Christian Education program and youth 
group.  Cheryl announced her resignation 
on January 31st and has expressed her 
appreciation for the loving, warm 
congregation at Ashland.  She felt called to 
take another opportunity at Market Square 
Presbyterian Church which unexpectedly 
came up and is much closer to her home in 
Harrisburg.  We will miss Cheryl and her 
husband John (also known as Juan Dos) 
who went as part of our Cuba mission 
team in November.  We wish them the best 
in their work!   
 
We are looking for a Director of Christian 
Education and the job posting is already 
up on several websites.  If you know of any 
interested candidates, please contact the 
Personnel Committee. 
 

-Carla Ulgen 

Farewell….. 

Each of us has a purpose, God’s purpose.  We do not 
always know what that purpose is, but when we listen 
to God he will guide us in his purpose for us.  God 
brought me to Ashland Church to do a job. The job of 
Christian Education! This meant learning about the 
congregation as a whole, encouraging the start of an 
adult Sunday school class, joining the Presbyterian 
Women’s Bible study group, getting to know the youth 
and lead them. And the start of the Worship Explorer 
program for the elementary students.  But more than 
the job is what I have gained by being here. 
 
I have gained a greater knowledge of God’s love 
through your mission programs, I have gained a 
knowledge of the kindness and love of God’s people, I 
have gained a continued understanding of what it 
means to be on the faith journey.  
 
I feel I have grown as a person because of my time here 
and I THANK YOU for allowing me to be on the faith 
journey with you, even for the short time I have been 
here. 
 
The conclusion to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
concludes with these words, 23 “Peace be to the whole 
community and love with faith, from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with you all 
who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.”  I 
say the same to you, Grace, Peace and Love. 

- Cheryl Goode 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE NOTES 



We were fortunate for 
the mild winter up until 
the blizzard at the end of 
January.  Since then, 

there have been a few snow days and lots of indoor 
time.  Hopefully all the snow on the playground melts 
soon because the children are ready to play outside.  
February was an exciting month with lots of fun 
activities on the schedule.  The classes celebrated 
Valentine’s Day and had a Valentine’s Day party.  The 
students learned about the process of mailing a letter 
and exchanged special cards with their friends.  
Animals everywhere, dinosaurs, Groundhog Day and 
President’s Day were also taught in February.  
Apparently, the groundhog did not see his shadow 
which means spring is coming early.  We are looking 
forward to March bringing us warmer, spring-like 
weather. 
 
Every February, Ashland Preschool has Pajama Day.  
Ms. JoAnn and Ms. Mollie, our pilot and nursery 3’s 
teachers,  collected children’s bedtime items to 
donate to St. Vincent’s Villa.  The students got to wear 
their pajamas to school at the end of the month.  This 
is an event they look forward to every year!     
 
We have had several tours and observations for the 
upcoming school year.  Almost all of our nursery 
classes are full and some even have a wait list.  We are 
pleased with the outcome so far for the 2016/2017 
school year.   
 

-Anne Auvil 

 
 

 
 
 

Would we be counted 
among the doubters 
hiding in the shadow 

cast by that cruel cross? 
Or, when challenged, 

like Peter 
openly deny you? 

There are times, Lord 
when doubts assail  

and the distance between us 
seems to increase. 

There are times, Lord 
when sin has its hold, 

like a barrier between us 
that will not move. 

Who is there we can turn to 
when we feel so overwhelmed? 

Who can roll away the stone 
and reveal the empty tomb? 

No-one but you, Jesus, 
no-one but you! 

 

BEST BOOK CLUB EVER—Presbyterian Women 
 
If you are an Ashland Presbyterian Church woman, you are invited to our Bible Study/Fellowship the 2nd Monday, 
September through May, at 12:30 p.m. The APC  Presbyterian Women support various activities of our church.  Share 
this fellowship with APC women and enjoy the 2015-16 Bible Study, Come to the Waters, by Judy Record Fletcher. 
Contact Susan Williams, Moderator, at 410-785-6955, for additional information. 
 
On the Calendar for Presbyterian Women: 
Monday, March 7, 2016* Bible Study, Lesson 7, at the home of Susan Williams. 12:30 p.m. 
    *(changed to 1st Monday) 
 
Saturday, April 2, 2016, Spring Gathering at 9:00 a.m. Catonsville Presbyterian Church. 
 

-Susan Williams 



FareweThe Martin’s Go to 
Mexico 

On Easter Sunday, March 27th, 
Trumpeter Greg Small will 
return to solo and collaborate 
with the choir for the 11:00am 
service. Greg is a multi talented 
musician and educator 
maintaining a teaching studio of 
55 to 60 students in both piano 

and trumpet.  Also, he is a free lancer in the 
Baltimore/Washington D.C. area.  His CD, 
Singularity, is available on iTunes and Amazon.  
Greg holds multiple degrees: M.M. from the 
University of Md., College Park; Jazz Studies,  
Piano Concentration} Towson University {B.S. in 
Psychology} and Shepherd University {B.A., 
Music Performance, Trumpet Concentration}. 
 
Looking ahead:   
April 17th:  Kristi Cobb, Pianist   
  Kathryn Higgins, Violin 
 
May 8th:   Charm City Bronze Bell Choir, 
  Beau Lochte, Director  

Upcoming Youth Activities: 
 
March 13 Youth Group 5-7 pm 
 
March 20 Coat Drive  for Palm Sunday 
During the weeks of Lent, the congregation is asked to 
donate clean, gently used coats for the Purple Heart 
Association.  On Palm Sunday the children will place the 
coats in the aisle as a representation of Jesus Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem.   If you have  coats to donate, please 

place them in the baskets outside of the office! 
 
March 20 Easter Egg Hunt after Worship 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Join Kim Bednarik and Rick Losemann at the Adult 
Sunday Morning Gatherings, 10:00am on Sunday in 
the church basement office (next to the boardroom). 
March 6   Allowing Other to Have the Glory 
March 13  The Power of Vulnerability 
March 20 Epiphany 



Early Worship  9:00 am 
Christian Education Classes 10:00 am 

Worship 11:00 am 

WEEKLY EVENTS ...  
 
Sundays  Special Needs Troop  #927 2:00 p.m.; Church of the Nazarene 5:00—7:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays  Daisy Troop #625 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30 p.m.—Chancel Choir: 8:00 p.m. 
Fridays   Church of the Nazarene (3rd Friday) 9:30 p.m.—Midnight 
Saturday  Church of the Nazarene 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 Woodbourne-

McCabe Affinity 

Group  

10:30-12:30 pm 

6 
Worship Services 
11:00 am only 
Sunday School  10:00 am 
Adult Sunday Sch. 10:00 am 
 

7 
Project Linus 
9:30 am 
Women’s  
Group 
12:30 pm 

8 
Session 
6:30 pm 

9 
 
 

10 11 12 

13 
Worship Service 
11:00 am only 
Sunday School  10:00 am 
Adult Sunday Sch. 10:00 am 
Youth Group 5-7 pm 
 

14 
 

15 16 
Newsletter  
Deadline  

17 18 19 

20  
 
 
 
Worship Service 
11:00 am only 
10:00 am Sunday School 
Adult Sunday Sch. 10:00 am 
Easter Egg Hunt after 
Worship 

21 22 
 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
Soup & Bread  

Dinner 6:00 pm 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7:00 pm 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
Good Friday 
Service  
12:00 pm 

26 
Sarah’s Hope 
2-5 pm 

27  EASTER SUNDAY 
Worship Service 
11:00 am only 
NO Sunday School 
Special Music 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

28 29 30 31   



ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays Anniversaries Deacon/Elder Ordination 
Anniversaries 

3/3 Lil Holland 

 Troy Modisette 

3/4 Zach Kobokovich 

3/9 Harrison Beckwith 

 Tom Griffiths 

 Bill Kobokovich 

3/10 Amy Rudai 

3/14 Margie Berlin 

3/15 Thomas Beckwith 

3/17     Alyssa Modisette 

3/22 Pat Rudai 

3/29 Jacquie Sasser 

3/14 Bill Kobokovich and 

         Carla Ulgen 

None this month. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

2016 February  

USHERS/ 
GREETERS 

3/6    Jerry DeBoer 
3/13  Sue Ruhl/Gene Ruhl 
3/20  Rene Florendo 
3/27 

SERVERS 3/6      Julee Ward/Jerry DeBoer 

LITURGIST 3/6     JoAnn Ruther 
3/13   Priscilla Barrett  
3/20   
3/27   Deb Miller 

VAN 
DRIVERS 

3/6     Bill Kobokovich 
3/13   Kim Bednarik 
3/20   Bob Hensley 
3/27   Mike Benzak 

Why not become more involved in Worship?   Sign up to be an usher/greeter, 
liturgist or server.  Sign up sheets are on the table in the hallway. 

Please contact Annette Merrill at 410-472-0010 if  you 
know someone in need or would like more information.  
 
If you would like to be a knitting volunteer, please call 
Annette.  
 



UPTOWN METRO NEWS 
 

Thanks to so many of you for joining together for the first Woodbourne-McCabe Affinity Group 
session at Govans Presbyterian.  Please mark your calendars for the next session.  
  
When: Saturday, March 5th  10:30 am until 12:30pm 
Where: Glenwood Life Counseling Center,  516 Glenwood Ave, Baltimore, MD 21212.  
What: Further exploration of the Woodbourne-McCabe community, and the ways in which you and your 
church can become more involved. Neighborhood      tour depending on weather.  
  
If you are unable to make this session, please consider finding another church member to join in your 
place. To our wonderful pastors, if no one from your congregation has yet attended, please reach out to 
me with some suggested contacts. If I have missed anyone by mistake, please feel free to forward this 
email.  
  
Please R.S.V.P as soon as you know your availability, so we can get an accurate count for 
the day. Thanks to you all, and I look forward to our continued work together!  
  
Yours in Service  
  
Christian Hall 
York Road Community Builder 
Strong City Baltimore 
3503 N. Charles St., Baltimore, MD 21218 

SARAH’S HOPE 
 

 Please remember Sarah’s Hope during one of 

 your next shopping trips! 
 
 
 Bread     Paper cups   Granola Bars 
 Fresh fruit    Paper Plates  Graham Crackers 
 Breakfast bars   Toothbrushes & paste Fruit Cups 
 Pop tarts    Shampoo   Cookies 
 Cereal    Deodorant   Plastic ware 
 Instant oatmeal   Dove Soap   Napkins 
 Canned fruit (big cans)  Liquid Soap   Laundry detergent 
 Shelf-stable milk   Lotion   Aspirin 
 Peanut butter and jelly  Feminine  products Band aids 
 Soup and stews (big cans) Razors   First Aid kits 
 Frozen hot dogs     Baby wipes   Towels & wash clothes 
 Frozen hamburgers  Diapers   Twin Sheets 
 Hot dog & hamburger rolls Formula 



PALM SUNDAY—MARCH 20 

11:00 AM WORSHIP 

COAT DRIVE 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY—MARCH 24 

SOUP & BREAD DINNER 6:00 PM 

WORSHIP 7:00 PM 

GOOD FRIDAY—MARCH 25 

12:00 PM SERVICE 

 

EASTER SUNDAY—MARCH 27 

11:00 AM WORSHIP 

SPECIAL MUSIC  

 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 
116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030-1950 


