
MARCH 2014 

DYNAMICS OF FAITH 
 

This Lenten Season we will be exploring different avenues of our Faith. The 

season of Lent is 40 days (excluding Sundays) beginning March 5 (Ash 

Wednesday service at 7pm) and ending on Easter morning. This season in our 

church year has been set aside for reflection and prayer on the life of Christ and 

our own journeys with Christ. 
 

This year we will be exploring the Dynamics of Faith.  Please join us as we focus 

on these areas each week. 
 

March 9- What Faith Is- Mark 4:1-11 

Faith is courage in the midst of chaos to trust in God and the teachings of the 

Spirit. Jesus was in the wilderness to fast and pray, then temptation arose. He had a 

choice: go against the Spirit that led him to a place of prayer or abandon this time 

of spiritual discipline.  What is it that we abandon in the midst of chaos? 
 

March 16- What Faith Is Not- John 3:1-17 

Faith is not absolutism. Without the freedom of choice we are captive to God, and 

God has been clear that Faith and Trust sets the prisoners free. Through this most 

famous (or sometimes infamously used) verse, John 3:16, we will explore what it 

means to have the freedom of choice in our beliefs. What holds us captive? 
 

March 23- Faith and Doubt- John 4:5-42 

Faith is not faith without an element of doubt. Through the story of the woman at 

the well we will see how Jesus overcomes fear of social stigma. Without doubt we 

would be absolute in our beliefs, and that is not faith. However, doubt can create 

fear and fear can be paralyzing. Faith is about exploration and the courage to 

believe through the fear. What is it that we are afraid of that we abandon our 

beliefs? 
 

March 30- Faith and Action- Luke 10:25-37 

It is not enough to talk about our beliefs, but when we are truly faithful, we cannot 

help but act out of them. We do this through love. In the story of the good 

Samaritan we will explore what it is to act on our faith with the world and 

humanity around us instead of being indifferent to it. What have we been 

indifferent to that our faith is calling us to love more deeply? 
 

April 6- Faith in Community- Mark 2:1-12 

Our mutual faith in action brings us together in community. Our church 

community brings us a connection closer to God and creation, including humanity. 

Through the story of Jesus healing the paralytic we see how a community of 

friends believed Jesus could heal and would stop at no end to achieve this goal. 

What challenges separate us from our community in faith? 
 

       Peace and Grace to you all, 

       Pastor Shannon 
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Community—“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.”     1 Peter 4: 8 

Ashland Families, 
 

Whenever we reach March it starts to feel like we’re picking up speed to the end of the school year! With this 
in mind, I wanted to share our Children and Youth calendar for March through May. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to e-mail me, KCashin@AshlandPC.org. 
 

Sunday March 2:  CE Meeting at 12:00 pm (in 3-5th grade classroom) 
Sunday March 9:  Kids Club/ Youth Group 5:00-7:00 pm 
Sunday March 30:  Middle School class stuffs Easter Eggs 
 

Sunday April 6:  Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am 
Sunday April 13:  Holy Week Gathering in fellowship hall 10:00 am 
           Kids Club/Youth Group 5:00-7:00 pm 
Sunday April 20:  No Sunday School 
Sunday April 27:  All classes prep for Children’s worship on May 18  
 

In the next couple weeks we will enter Lent, the season that leads us to Easter Sunday.  Below are links and 
ideas on how to explore this time of transition at home and with family: 
 

Daily Devotions: 
http://devotional.upperroom.org/ 

http://www.d365.org/todaysdevotion/ 
 

ReTHINK Church’s Photo a Day Challenge: http://rethinkchurch.org/article/lenten-photo-day-challenge 
 

And Check out our “Lent for All!” Pinterest Board: 
http://www.pinterest.com/KatieCashin/lent-for-all/ 

Oh what a winter! It’s so uplifting to see the sun shine 

and to anticipate warmer weather. The children haven’t 

been out on the playground in months. On the days that 

the children have been in school, they have been busy 

trying to accomplish twice as much to make up for the 

days they missed due to snow. We managed to squeeze in 

Valentine’s Parties (although late), talking about friendship, dental health, dinosaurs and winter 

weather. We will look forward to March when we can begin to think about spring! 

 

We have had a good number of phone calls inquiring about our programs and have scheduled 

observations for the various programs. We’re hopeful that the programs will fill more quickly 

than last year. 

 

The children are looking forward to Pajama Day when they can wear their P.J.s to school. Many 

will bring along bedtime items to donate to the children at St. Vincent’s. 

 

http://devotional.upperroom.org/
http://www.d365.org/todaysdevotion/
http://rethinkchurch.org/article/lenten-photo-day-challenge


Mission—“I have given you an example to follow.  Do as I have done to you.” John 13: 15 

Bohren’s new album Piano 

Nights is unforgivingly 

stark and slow, but not 

entirely as solemn as 

previous releases. Says 

Mike Powell of their music, 

"It's not sadness (too acute), 

not angst… but the kind of 

emotion you might experience watching a frozen 

field from the window of a slow-moving train." 

"Verloren (Alles)" and "Segeln Ohne Wind" are 

the standout tracks. Traces of lounge show up 

shrouded in layers of dark ambience and 

delivered in the form of a requiem. Bohren won’t 

carry you to achieve new personal bests at the 

gym, but it treated me quite well at low volume 

while snowed in and reading Dante. 

The young American Harpist, 
Jacqueline Pollauf, will provide 
the special music on March 9th 
at the 11o'clock service. She 
made her solo debut at 
age sixteen with the Perrysburg 
Symphony Orchestra and 
released her debut solo album, 
Bouquet, in 2009.  Jacqueline is the principal 
harpist with the Mid-Atlantic Symphony 
Orchestra and has performed with numerous 
other orchestras and ensembles. Collaborating 
with saxophonist Noah Getz, Jacqueline is a 
member of Pictures on Silence, a harp and 
saxophone new music ensemble. 
 
Jacqueline is on the faculty of American 
University, Baltimore School for the Arts, Goucher 
College and the University of Md., Baltimore Co.  
She holds degrees from the Peabody 
Conservatory. 
  
Looking Ahead:  Easter Sunday, April 20th; 
Trumpeter, Greg Small 

CELEBRATING PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
             Best Book Club EVER!!   
If you are an Ashland Presbyterian Church woman, you are invited to our Bible 
Study/Fellowship the 2nd Monday, September through May, at 12:30 p.m. The APC 
Presbyterian Women support the washing/social mission contributions sent to Cabaiguan, Cuba, the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Sarah’s Hope, etc. etc. Share this fellowship with APC women and enjoy the 2013-14 Bible Study, An 
Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy, Contact Susan Williams, Moderator, at 410-785-
6955, for additional information.  
 
On the Calendar for Presbyterian Women: 
Saturday, March 8, 2014, “A Morning of Prayer” 9:00 a.m. – Noon. Central Presbyterian Church, 7308 York 
Road, Towson, MD 21204. 
  
Monday, March 10, 2014, Lesson 7 of An Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy, at 
the home of Pat Morgan. 
  
Saturday, April 26, 2014, Spring Gathering at First Presbyterian of Howard County. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 

SPRING AHEAD ONE HOUR 

MARCH 9th 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Deacons are requesting VOLUNTEERS to step-up and sign up to host 

coffee hours and special church family fellowship events through the end 
of this year.  A fellowship calendar and sign-up sheet is located on the hall 

table.  
 

Folks are encouraged to get creative and take charge of events that THEY 
want to see happen.  Some events have already been scheduled, but the 

rest of the calendar will remain blank until dates are reserved and task 
teams formed.  
 

 Got questions?  Feel free to contact JoAnn Ruther at 443-212-5161or 
jruther47@gmail.com.   

mailto:jruther47@gmail.com


The Ashland Church Family 

     CARES … Update from the Ashland Angels 

 
Hello dear friends.   
 

Trust this finds you all doing well.  The sunshine is coming in my kitchen window and the snow is 
melting away......and I hope it stays away.  We are all ready for spring! 
 

Thank you to Barbara Porter and Mary Pribble for taking care of card duty for the months of January 
and February.  Also, thanks to Betty Wirtz for filling in for me last week while I was away.  Their help is 
much appreciated. 
 

If any of you are tired of being inside with winter weather.....and need a good deed to fill your hours; 
please consider writing a card, or making a phone call to someone in need.  Your kindness will bring lots 
of cheer to someone who might be ill, lonely or a bit blue.  Thank you. 
 

Stay warm, and stay well.  
 

   Love and blessings.......Penny DeBoer 
 

We must strengthen, defend, preserve, and comfort each other.  We must love one another. 

Worship Committee Notes: 
One function of the Worship Committee is the ministry of greeting and welcoming members, visitors 

and guests to Ashland Church.  The Worship Committee assigns members to serve as ushers/ greeters for 

the service, and we choose any available member. Sometimes I am asked by the surprised, assigned 

greeters “Why me?”  My response is “Why not you?”  Each member has gifts to share in this ministry.   

 

The importance of the ministry of welcoming should not be discounted. One reason that my husband and 

I joined Ashland Church is the warm welcome of two former members who remembered our names and 

always went out of their way to chat with us.  Compare our story to this story: 

 

“No one said Hello 

I had only been a Christian for six months. Six years ago, we moved from Texas to Richmond and 

began to look for a Spanish language church. I didn’t find any for a few weeks, so my wife and I 

decided to attend an English language congregation. We arrived and sat down in the pews, 

clearly the stranger. We didn’t speak English at the time, so we really had no clue as to what was 

happening. However, after church, all the people left. We stood around, and guess what? 

 

No one talked to us.” 

(Reprinted from www.evangelismcoach.org) 

 

Who would want that story to be told about their church?   

 

When you are the usher/greeter for the day, you could be the reason that a visitor or guest finds a new 

church home at Ashland.  If you are not able to serve for any reason, please let us know and we will find 

a substitute.  The Worship Committee thanks you in advance for your service to the church. 

 

          Carla Ulgen  

http://www.evangelismcoach.org


ASHLAND CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 

Do we have YOUR family’s important dates to share and celebrate?  Have we made any mistakes?  Please contact 

the Church Office at 410-527-1844, or office@ashlandpc.org with additions and/or corrections for the database. 

 

 

3/3 Lil Holland 

 Troy Modisette 

3/4 Zach Kobokovich 

3/8 Sandy St. Germain 

3/9 Harrison Beckwith 

 Tom Griffiths 

 Bill Kobokovich 

3/10 Amy Rudai 

3/14 Margie Berlin 

3/15 Thomas Beckwith 

3/22 Pat Rudai 

3/29 Jacquie Sasser 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

3/14  

Bill Kobokovich and 

Carla Ulgen 

 

HELP MAKE CHURCH HAPPEN! 

Volunteer today for one of these essential jobs! 

Y 
 

O 
 

U 

 

LITURGISTS –  lead the printed Call to Worship, read the First Scripture Lesson, 

receive the Offering and pray the Prayer of Dedication  
 

USHERS – prepare and restore sanctuary before and after worship.  Insure that 

other assignments are covered.  Assist with seating, distribution of prayer cards and 

any other needs of the congregation.  CONTACT:  Carla Ulgen or Jacquie Sasser 
 

GREETERS – cheerfully greet worshippers and hand-out bulletins, introduce 

themselves to visitors and give them a Welcome Packet.   
   

VAN DRIVERS – pick-up and return worshippers from Broadmead Retirement 

Community.  Training required.  CONTACT: Bill Kobokovich  

LITURGISTS 11:00 am GREETERS/USHERS VAN DRIVERS 

3/2 Priscilla Barrett 

3/9 Sandy Losemann 

3/16 

3/23 

3/30 

3/2 Kim & Kathy Aspden 

3/9 Gail Bending & Kim Bednarik 

3/16 Kim Ciemian & Julee Ward 

3/23 Noble and Mary Pribble 

3/30 Marlene Uhler & JoAnn Ruther 

3/2 Jerry DeBoer 

3/9 Noble Pribble 

3/16 Butch Zink 

3/23 Kim Bednarik 

3/30 Will Meacham 



Early Worship  
9:00 am 

 
Christian Education Classes   

10:00 am 
 

Worship 11:00 am 

WEEKLY EVENTS ... Wednesdays  Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting 8:30 pm 

                 Thursdays  Contemporary Worship Practice 6:30pm   

         Chancel Choir—8:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
 

2   
 
 
 
 
 

LILY SIGN-UP 

3 
         
         

               Project Linus 
                9:30 a.m. 

4 
 

Session Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service at 7:00 p.m. 

6 7 8 
“A Morning of Prayer”  

9:00 a.m. – Noon.  
Central Pres. Church 

9   
 

 
 
 

2nd Sunday Discussion of Hope 
 

2nd Sunday Special Music 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

Kids Club—4:30 p.m. 
Youth Group—5:30 p.m. 

 
 

DAYLIGHT  
SAVING  

TIME BEGINS 
 

10 
 

Women’s Group 
12:30 p.m. 

 
 

11 
 

 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 14 
 

 
 

15 
 

 

16   
 
 
 
 
 

LILY DEADLINE 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 19 20 21 22 
 

Sarah’s Hope 
2-5 p.m. 

23   24 25 
 

Committee Night 
6:30 p.m. 

26 27 28 29 

30   31      

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=blankets&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc


 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 
116 Ashland Road 

Cockeysville, Maryland 21030-1950 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 

March 5th | 7:00pm 

Ashland Presbyterian Church 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust thou shalt return.  
        —Genesis 3:19 

 
 

Ash Wednesday is a time for repentance and prayer marking the 
beginning of the 40 days of Lent.  


